. Sunday, Jan. 10, 1943
Hello gang.

1 started writing this letter wednesday but so many things developed
after I had started, that 1 am begiuning over again. I was addressing $he
original letter to Qhip with the expectation that it would reach the rest
of you via the chain, but sinee I have access o a typewriter on sundays
and also because the chain has proved so unsatisfactory to us down here,

1 decided to write a carbon copy letter to all of you. We received a letter
from Leo yesterday. He didn't say very much, apparently thinking we have
been getting information about him via the chainj but we've had no chain -
letter in the past month., I'm merely copying the first part of this letter.

; : ' Wednesday 1/6/43 2,P.M.

48 I write this I am §1tting on @ litter atretched between two chesils
in the treatment tent of our clearing company. I am finally having the time
of my life bacause everything is so new and interesting. I finished with
intelligence school on bDec. 31, and since then have been with my company
We are now engaged in the third phase of our training. This &s to consist
of being out in the field for the next eleven weeks, warking with the rest
of the division. This will mor or less unify the combat teams of the divis=~
ion (there are three) and get them accustomed to working together. Of course
most of the problems last but a day or two, or so they are starting out;
which means that I®11 be able to get home every other day,

Monday morning we started out bright and early. By 7 4.k, the first
platoon had all its trucks loaded, I am in the second platoon during the
present problems, so' our group had to wait until the first platoon unloaded
the trucks in their bivouac (sleeping or camping) area and returned so that
they ceould load with our supplies. It takes 3 trucks of 2% tons each plus 3
trailers to carry our supplies, in addition to a separate truck for kitehen
supplies and another truck for maintenance, The boys can load all these trucks —
in an hour and a half, ‘and believe me that is quite a Jjob. I had a lot of fun
right at the start because I had to go out to each bivouac area, locate it on
the map, and them make ‘overlays to be sent to the colleeting company, whiech
must know our location'in order to bring their patients to us; to the division
surgeon, who might wish to visit us, and who would let the C,0. of the divis-
ion Know where we were for tactical reasonsj and to our batallion Hy and com=
pany He so they could find us, Overlays are maps simplified thf the nth degree
made on tissue thin paper, so that they can be laid on a map of the same area
in some one else's possession and thus show through on the good map the loca=-
tion drawn on the tissue paper, Since I've gone to intelligence school and
learned to do this, it seems that I am to be delegated to do this in the com-
pany from now on. 4t any rate the fun part of it came from riding around in
the jeep over all kinds of terrain, I've wmanted to ride in dirferent types of
army vehicles since I first saw them. So far I've ridden in command cars,
trucks, and jeeps. The jeep over rough ground has them all weat for roller
coaster effeect. Going 25 miles an hour over some of the ground keeps you up in
the air as much as in the car, and usually the jeep is up in the air with you.
They can get out of almost any kind of a mud hole because of the four wheel
drive. The only objeetion I have to the jeep is that it's so terribly cold to.
ride in. There is no protection from the wind, excepting the windshield, and
the wind seems to veer every time you turn into it, so that it keeps blowing
in the side, #4ltho we don't have freezing weather down here, the cold is ter-
ribly penetrating, In fact it seems colder down here at 35 degrees that it
does at zero up north, To protect myself from the eold I wore, first~a woolen
undershirt (sweat shirt) over my underwear, then a woolen OD shirt over this,
then fatigues (eoveralls similar to those worn by automobile mechanies) whieh
reach from the ankles to the neek, and finally leggins and overcoat and hel=-
.. met, inkluding both the fiber inner part and metal outer part, fSven with this
— I found that I was not gquite warm enough, so on the second problem - on which
, anaw am - I wore a pair ?f wo?lan trousers in addition to all this, and I am
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