Hello Gang: Feb ? 1943

, it'e Lol soversl weciko ainco i beve found time %0 WPite you. e rosson
38 Talriy aimples It requires & Sypewriter 30 suke the five copics of the iote
gor that 1 cubt sake S0 oend T0 all of you, sud since i hove acouss %O one
paly on wockenda OF when 4 aum Vi then AT enything tumns up to keop we from
typing on weekonds no letter gots writtone Twp woeks ago 1t sas gw Uprlecns
fant Kepl wo frum writing, w68t wookond nothing Of wdjor luportance osourrad
Bt upgmnux i wesn't in Ghe wood for eriting » at oy rate it didn*% get
dongs “his woek Lhe pengs of conscienss have nade mo dooide Lo muke overy efe
fory to got thin written, Sven with wll thile proepastisation 1l still ool
that on the whole ucel OF pou will get the letier eapller than 47 it bad been
erition on time and gent vis the ohaln. e -

48 you wey resonber, § wrote tho lsst lotter when i %68 Hev.ls The fOle
lowing moraing [ wap unexpeotedly sssigned to replace the doctor with tha 840
Field artiilery so he had boon cullied nous suddenlys 4.hed no way oF ouiling
Hos to Lot hor anow of this change, and oince she Wus expoctling me Lo be home
that ovening, & inew sbhe would be Glarmed i L Gdn*t show Gp. «a I wos going
to be in the field ovelfilght 1 had to got somegne olse.to oall home that evew
ping, “ut unforturately. ho forgot o 40 80 Lonney tg Bos had & 1ittle exe
pitoment teying to deteruloe Jjunt what bDod amss Dappenst O e, Lul alfter ous
Burous pasne calio abl wes able to plece togethor enough of o story to figure
Bt where i wooe ihe woek I gpent with the field artiliery was Intoresiing,
but 4'Q aute like the Gavil €0 be permencntl; atiached 10 Lhom. (ke dOC Bpond.
WW tise in !h:éﬂa%ﬂ mﬂertmugn hwg &mfnmm- omaum w:g m“ru

' y 49, »U any rate 1 gpun @ sorningce oxamin patients
B uﬁ?ﬁﬁ. m  mornling 1 8saw 75 poetionte from 7130 wntil noon., <his was
egudvelont OV 1 out af every € soldlers in the Watallion. itey had nothing to
aoo in exasnining Yhe men. & stethescope wes the only ald I hads Mo tongue

bead w;?xﬁﬂ » O ony of the ossentlals that every doetor
ug in bin Sage ib Wus L&

Lo sont éxspperating situmidon that 1 Jave Snooun-
? idnee 1 nave Leel in the eraye 4 had Lo send patients with car ache €2
elini fhﬂ. Lo Lave someons look in tho eurs Some Of the olinies wure nod
held for duys, eud At becane @ wmalter of deoiding whether the patient
8iok onough t0 Le gsent (ate the hoepital Just Lo have Lis sar looked af,
br waiting « fow duys unitil ear olinic was Leld. mabai;g Ly that time the
ear would have guieled.fown or gotten worse and reguirt hospitalizations ¥
If this 15 @ soaple of what governmental uedieine le 0 Lo llke, suge ne
Prom state sedielne, s« far as medication was concerned, this wee limited to
B or ¥ wedicincs, M‘g s GBDArin coupound, nose &mm! and @ cough mizture
the & , é il 0o oue hwows 4% wed horrible.. ibe men have 5o falls
in the doetor becnuse regsrdless of conplaints, they almost all got thoe sune
mudjoine, and taue AOOLOr le bopslessly discatisfied boguuse of laok Of mulerw
fuls and medicuuunlo. “AVG me wy emsli Lown praclice aiy duy. iy pationis woiv
& Lell of & 10C better off than these boys In the aruye. '

4% B Fedis 1 enterad the smbulence and joined the teil end of a oonvoy of
trucke headed for the apsillery range. The guns sre towed on tho bedk end of
the trushse. ihere are ¢ guns (100 mme. Jlowiteers; por batiery, and 2 fiping
putterice i the batallion, which uches o total of 18.J00 mme bowitoora., e
GET at our degtination ut 4 .k Juat in tine to lese a troucndous oresh
B gouple of hundrsd yerds 0 vur righte édnee tho artillery ronge wuo on our
left we immediatly swspooted that ssume battery hed miscoloulated on its firing
problem, and hows iuvestigetion uwes mede lmuediately Ly the superior offiecrs
of our group end oul Logreasion was confirmud, sinoe the ares thut sbells are
sugpased to full i was more than ¢ mile o our left, Lbis sholl wus obvisusly
more than & uile fron 16s Larguts ~omeons vup curtainly due %o get chewed foF
guch & bed alelekes iogurdless who Tived Lo guny that sousone wos tho aalety
officery i'11l caplain thot @ iittle fupther one (he shell wep & 100 mu, One
ghich io oapable of destroying cverything within 100 yards of {te burst, and
I hate $0 think shat would have happencd B0 us AT 4t bud fullen Juot a Little
wore to the loft. Zum :
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i the problea of our fied iy '

. oblen of our field artillery wes to g0 i ' 441 g0t
time during tie night shon we wore 0 move rarwgrﬂ1§:étg%§gug§ai§gﬁtuﬁ;élazgga'
up for firing. «bout & miles ahesd of ug wes & Peglment of infunt &
shooting was to ve ¢ o that 10} BRSNS ¥ PraniNye QRO ML

tin one eo that the shells alanded about #UC yurds in front of
thews This was to got the infentry accustomed to sholls flying overhead, and e
to give tuem faith in the aveursey of thelr own artillery fire. vhe first wig
night was cold 80 i siept iu the ambulence beneath several blunkets et 8o
it would become oold und every few hours we would rum the amhul&nde’Lﬁ order
to have the hester waps up tho pluce. Periodically through the nigat we‘u%tﬁ
vipited by one or another of the officers of the field artsllery who got oo
eold to sleep and fould come imte the awbulunce to get wabm endugh to be able
to o back to cloep agalns about & seide thoy decided to move forward, and %%
wes guite en eorie sights The moon was bright SO that it wes ot at 211 aired- °
cult, but watohing truck affer truck aoving out from under ithe troes %o Jéﬂ&?f“
& silent column on the road} durk except for the spote on the taillighis oad
hosélishts, was quite impressive, the tail lights each have ¢ suall red £ig® '
ures grouped in 2 pairs. st 25 yerds ceach pelr of figures fuses into ghe, 890
that 4f you ses @ car absad of you you Gan tell that you are 35 yards behind
it if you sew only 2 red dots instesd of 4s 4t 100 yerds the two fused fige
ares further fuse intd 1. ihus it is sduple for ihe drivers in convoys at
night to tell how far aiesd of them the vehicle in front sfis, e drove fore
serd @ couple of miles 4n Lhe dark, and the guns were s8t up into position
but no Firing was done untll 1O sails I zad nover seen eny firing so d went’
forsard to weteh 1. J had been told that you can aotually see the sholl as 4L
lcaves the gun and Figes through the aire 1 got aysell all set behind the gun
to watoh for the sholl as 1% loft the wuszle, but when the gun went oft 1 wus
g0 sturtledé by the noise thet in ouch cuse 1 forgot to look for the shells Thy
noise peully wesn't as loud as 1 expected it to Lo, yet it més yuite startling
B0 Lue uninitiate. bach gun firec U sholls and then our problen was ended wrd
- we b a, L telked to the officer at the battery wiile
e peepared Lo leave anid Aearned o few things about tho, rield artillery, In
T order o take all preceutions for salety bhey have renge guards who pemait ©o
sne Lo enter aveas into which shells are being fireds Jn addition to this the
arvillery itselfl hus & gafety offiver whose duly it is to allow no shell to be
. fired until he has choocked gach gun 68 L0 elevation and dizection, so thati he
gnows Jjust whers ihe shell is @oing to lend, He is thus held accountable for
any denage that shells falling outside thely progoribed arsa ghould cause.
This means that the salely sfficer not only gets hell for mistakes, but be al-
8o pus to pay for any damage the shell may Cuua.
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Yhe day alfter we Feturned fram the field we again repeated the problom.
ihe men told me that they have peen doing this saue probvlem tuice & week for
tho past throo wecks and that 1t wee gebting quite nOnoLONLUB. Howaver, since
it wae only the seognd time that § hed gone out with the field artillery i
ges 06ill not ul sll LONOLOunOUSD %o mees This time the weather was very wars 60
i slept suteide the uwmbulence on litter, and 1% wos Just gloTiouSe The sky
wos just besutifald with stars, and wien thc @OON QWS up i1t wos cluost as bri-
ght as days Lhe only drewback wus the BOSQuUitouB. Theyr just eat you ups 1 hop=d
that the anopheles wesn'ft anong Lhovs that fed on me, fhis time when we noved
forwvard we passed by the tail end of the ilnluniry anieh sas moving Torward at
the ssue btime. ‘he infentzy moved forward silently, oune colunn on cach side of
the rosd. Lhere wes no talking, and no smokings Just & silent eolumn of men
moving forward along such Bide of the roud, -ach pridze was guupded by soldlers
with rifles held in rousdiness for any sontingencye Un this problem 1 stayed
baok at the command popt when the firing was golng One This is the nerve center
of the artillery, shers caloulations Gre made snd forwarded to asagh batlery af
guns giving them apeeific directions as Lo shai corrections to make in firing
scoh voiloy of shella, ihey have an osbaspver Lorword with the infantry who 1o
in telepbonic comaunlesilion gith the comupnd post and Wil leto thom EnOow wiere
the snells fell with respect o tue targets the first shells which are fired
aie fired Tor direcilon. Usually they dund & litile more than 100 yards over
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the tergseb ane o little to the left am right. Kozt ?huy tryhﬁo f;re a.lit%la‘
short o% the targebe che next shell wsually lundse right on the target,l.e. with
in 30 yards of the Garget. shis ls consideres & iit. 30 wmuch for the ficld are
tillerye.

2 weeks agzo dos and L went Lo Hew Urlsans. vhe town is asbsolutely paeked:
and it is lupossivle to get a room in hotel or tourlst caup. slene we had no
reservations we ended by sleeping at tne home of one Of the liculenants ghat

hu¢ secompanied us. He lives in the country, 1o miles froam thie noart of Hew OFe -

leans, and als baek yard is the Hississippl levee, which turncd out to ve a
lurge mound of sddl running parallel to the river from Uow Or;eanahall tie vay
ap to tize junesion of tne Uhio wnu the iissiseippi atv guiro,‘lll. Betwesn the
levee snd the river is an arva of lund which ls covered b, the river during
Bigh stuges. Lae depth of the river at ileg Urleuns 1o more than 100 2et, wui
it really docsn’®?t louk audy dirfferent than the Chio except for 5reater_traif£a
and the oeean lincrs which cun be seen at vaprious piars as you g0 up Livele &
learned guile a few small puints of information 4boul tho . issiselppl when us
fook « gight sceing boat trip up the river for about 15 mlles during the aftere
n0oN.

£0s and I investigated the eity thorougnl; sunday, and enjoyed it lruenees

ly., but we did get worn out. shile wuiting to neet the others with whom we hgd
gone 10 dew Urleans we rested in the lobby of the Roosevelt iotel, and who side
uld walk in but arthur hirsky. le is locatued in Florida at iliami deach, and 1s
head of the labs of ¢ aospituls totalling 3000 beds. o is still a captuin, dle
though his position cwlls for a liecutenant colonel. i is Glssatisficd becuuse
they are tryimg to bring in a wsuperijor officer ¢o tuke charge aiter he did ull
tho work of building 'up the lebs from serateh. liowever, 1t seems that ils CORe
nanding offleer i1s on his side because he has the new officers transferped just
as often as they ure sent in, s0 that iirsky is still in charge of the lab.
dveryfew wesks Le flies 40 dandolpi: Fleld, fexas, where he is being used as o
eonsudtatn in some experiments on fatigue of Tlicra caused by uigh ulvitades.
e 5oLd me that he hag pun inte abe selwurtz who, iIf [ reucwber rightly, is in
Florida waiting for his hospital to be opened, To keep .abe busy, tho arny has
sent him (0 3 BIx® schcols 80 Lur <« all of which guve iim identicul courses -
and uvhen they started Lo send hiw to a fourtih school for the aaue esursg, he b

balked und got away with it, ie mms{art) was quite interested in Davidto vork,

!

but uafortunately 1 couldn't tell him very zueh about it, being somevhatl vague -

about it myself.

Lapt weelk we hud been out on anotlier provlem, siwiiar to our previous oncs
I leurned my lesson the week befate of not taking aut ny sedding roll) for |
cayszht @ ¢0ld and ebilled all night. How wiilhh the bedding roll whieh eonaists
of £ Dlankets and 4 oomfort wrapped in u canves cover, I could crawl in boe
tuecen the covers und be quite comfortable slecping oa the ground. 1 got fhe
opportunity to sce the infantry in action, und it was quite dupressive, It
came about in the followiny manner. «s lntelligsnce officer, I got the idea of
heving one Or the Japunese from ths Jupanese sataellion which hus umoved 0 our
Ciip, BO GOul dpd zive us & tadk on searl Lwrbor, since they wers thers on THE
7th of Ueeg, Unczpectedly 4 discovered that a vapt, duwasakl {(i.v.) wus with
theme L lmmsdiatley becuue very latercstod in contaetlng hiw, for I suspected
tiat e weg the havasalld that graduuted froa med colleze 1In ben's clusse 1'm
s8till trying to moet himg but [’a ulmost certuin he's the one, ..e¢l}, Lomday
night the first platoon of oud eompuny, of wuilch I am a part, wokked umtil uide
nite ané thon tie 2nd platoon took aver. liis gave me plenty time omn luesduy
to 0 looking for kawarakie ilo wes out in the Licld on the same ppoblen in
which we wmere taking part, but he was quite soue distunce furwurd ( ubout &
mnileg) so I ot into the jecp oi the medlcal waplre snd code forward with him.
»g5 %@ went forward at first we suw nothing dub woods and o few isolated larus
on esach oldo Of the road, Vhen suddenly we bugaa LO notlice men in the uoods,
& few at Tirst, inerezsing pumbora as we drove forwalt, «¢ pussed seversl aatie
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tank guns immediately at the side of the road, pointing to the rear - to pPro=
teet the troops from anything which might attaeck from the rear. [hese were so
well camouflaged that 1 didn't even see them until I had passed them and looked
bagkk on their uncamouflaged backs, The eamouflage of all the Infantry units is
-excellent and Ras almost become second nature to them. de stopped at the Gole-
lecting company which was in @ grove of trees - their .set up doesn't compare
With ours,. They merely had a litter stretched waist high between two cases, lio
tent - nothing to impress she soldier with the efficience of the medieal depart
ment, This is one of the main purposes in these problems = to impress tthe sol-
Cier with the fact thgfat he will be well taken care of if and when he gets ine-
Jured in battle. From the colleecting station which was about 2 miles behind the
front line, we drove forward to the command post - the brain of the unit. Here
we watched the commanding officer and his aides &8,S1, D2y 55, 84, receiving
information from farther forward by nessenger, radio, telephone, and telegraph,
and dispensing the necessarg orders. This was not exactly new to me for I had
seen the same type of thing at intelligence school, However, this wuas the first
time I had seen the ranking officers of the regiment and artillery smete. work-
ing together,

#e next moved Topward andother half mile to the batdllion aid station,
whiech consisted of 3 litters on the ground - nothing mere, It was a poor exam=
ple of what a batallion aid stution should ‘really be like, We were now only 3/4
mile behind the front line, so we drove forward to see what might be going on
up there. We arrived apparently immediately after the order had been given for
the Proops to move forward. It was spine=-tingling to wateh hundreds of men
armed with rifles walk slowly forward - spread out in formation - and to visu=
alize an enemy walting on the other side of that slope up whieh they walked,
Ihe heavy machine guns were moved forward by ® men, 1 earrying the main part of
the gun, 1 the barrel, and the 3rd 2 ecases of ammunition. It wasn't hard to
pleture actual combat going on. The site of Japs standing at the sides of the
road with bayonets bared, helped the .illusion considerablys The main objeet
Of my irlp - Kawasaki - [ learned was baek in the woods, 2 swamps away £rom the
road; swamps that were knee deep. @ wasn't that gager to see him, so0 I decided
o postpone my visit to some other day.

we in the clearing company, with our tents, operative set up, stoves, ete.
have by far the nicest jobs of any of the medies assoeciated with an infantry
division, I hope that I can keep at least this, 1T not better myself in some
hospital. However, there is a great question whether 1'11 even be able to stay.
There has been a general shifting of medical officers out of our batalliun, Of
course they are taking all the old-timers first, and I understand that by the
time maneuvers start, supposedly apr. 12, all the old officers will have been
shifted, and we new officers will be running the companies, This will leave us
in line for promotions, but I'm agraid that I won't hawe much chance for tie x
time being beeause practically all the others outrank me by 1 day or more, How=
ever 1f they continue to shift the officers, in time I should Tinall¥y be ready’
for promotion. But I'm afraid that promotiong ds not the thing uppermost in my-
mind at pregent. Far more important is the leave which I am to get. I've already
gotten my train ticket with Pullman reservation for Feb, 27, so that #e should
arrive in Ciney on Sun. Feb, 28 at 11:55 A.M, We're praying that nothing unfore-

seen upsetls our plans. We expeet to be in Ciney about 2 weeks, leaving on a sat-'

uraay.

fhe Mississippi Felsons all havé colds. Lon't envy us the warm suumers down
here, because they only result in constant colds. Otherwise everything in the
country is quiet and peaceful.

lots of love from all of us,
Judy and Zlaine, Ros and VWalt.






