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I was fortunate eneugh to go thru David's ward with him and even got te listen %o a few hen\
and found that I cam sbill recogniza a murmir, oven tho I de have a little trouble timins it
at least at first. The most inberesting thing that I did while at the hospital was to apené X
more than an hour bvalking to a s jor e whe had just refurned from Guadlecanal with Malaria. He
had seen action in Tje _jungles for quite saze time in z slatica very similar to eurs, and he
was bubbliamg over with imfarmation. I had a let of information which I brought bakk te our eoff
icers, much of which you can't read in bosgks, To Bhip and David this was probably old, because

of the large mumber of veterams bthey have seen, bub of sourse I don't get to see any vobterans
vhere I anm, |

Those of you who saw life nmagasine received a good pisture of what a troep train ie like.

It iz quite a problem to get onme of these ‘:og-;a*;‘.mr. and 860 much credit camnet be given the |
railroads for their effiolew; in these times, Ve Uraveled over four different railroad systery
on our way to the desert. Ve went across Oklahoma, down inte Hew Mexico, back into Texas at El
Pago, and then inbe Califernia, after crossing Arizona. Tho trip teok us a full four days, bub
was rathor onjoyable, We detrained as Yuma and were leaded into trucks and taken to our new
homo, Camp Pilot Inob, which is a czmp only by nmme. It ic situsbted in the desert 12 miles west
of Yuma, in Ualiformia, bebween two mountains., The mornings and evenings are lovely = cobls and
very breezy, in fact they are so broeezy that you have to keep everything weighted down ar it
will blew awmy. Bub the dayslil Aboub 8 AM iy begins to et warm, uncemfortably so, and it gets
warnor end warmer until by 4 P one could pessibly admit “shab it night be a little hote During
the first fow days that our dlvisilen was heore prastically all the thermonsters were broken be-
csuse they would only register up te 120 degreess I am told that the temporature rose ome day
to 138 degrees but I have mo true authority for this. All T lowow is that if the wind wasn't
blewing constantly I den't helieve a.nything- could live out here, Ag i% is, it really isa't tee
bad because the alr is se dry that the constant Lreeze evuporates the perspiration almost ime
modiately so that one deesn't feel teo terribly hot, In fact most of the men prefor this to the
hmdd, magry 98 degrees of Louisiann, Of course whem a breeze blowd iz a desert, the natural
thin;toexpeotisalotafagintlwair.Oneisnotdia d in this expectatien, in
Pact the sand is mob only ik » but alse in everything else nnywhere arcund. Practically
speaking, there is mno such thing as a olean garment or towel down here, Everything beginms to

e ox & tan lme after geveral howrs. However, I'd much rather have the breeze rad ok itd ac-
- eomparying sand, than te try to exist domm here without a lreeze.

The perspiring ome does in the heat is terrific, You don't realize it when you are up aud
 #bout, because it evaperates as quickly as it is farmed. The enly way that you realize that
| you have been perspiring te axy degree 1s by the deposit of smlt in the clothes as the result
of it, In fact after a day or two, the clothes are so stiff from this salt deposit that they
| are almost able to stend by themselves., If ene im mot up and about, then the realization ef
wmsual perspiration is more readily noted. For exmaple - sifting in « beut, where the Lreeze
does not get at you, will result almost immediabtely in profuse moistness of clethes and bedy,
lying down in the afterncon (we have a siesta period from 11 A until 2 BM) results in perspir-
ation forming on the bed clothes (we sloop on cots covered by our bedding rolls) se that yeu
ean see the outline of your body when you arise. In fmct if you lay there leng enough I'm
pure an actual puddle of perapiration would form. If you sit down in a chalr, even in a
breeze, the seat of your pants Leceme actually wet ’osca.usef the breeze can't reack it te evap=
orate the perspiration. Or if yeu happen te have your resting on your Imee as you sit and
Yalk, the point of combtact is dcﬁni‘bely wet when you remgve your hand, I don't mean in any of

{hese exmuples that I have membioned that this is a subja?‘hive sonsatien, you can actually
see the wetness on the clothes.

Dospite this hoat, we have had relatively fow heat cagyalties. One man did die because of
the heat, bub thore have been rolatively few heat casos/tomo thru. Of cours, we are not deing
mzeh at sent oxeept getting acolimated te the heat veille 1s held at 5825 4M, breakfast
st €, ¢ henics for 20 mimtes ab 7, drill for 30 miwpbes until 8, then olssses umtil 11,
Siesta until 2, classes unbil 4 and that constitutes thp day for mest of the men, Of gourse we
are rumaing a hospital so that we work on & differont u!k:hedulo in owr company, bub our men wor
boeth longer and harder than this, o
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/ There are several things which we see quite camaonly down here begause of the heat. 1\'3 3

all it a syndrome - mild headach, vertige, epistaxis, and chapped lips, These, at least the
Aigst thres usually coour in the first few days Uhab a man 1s in this climate, The last secems |
to persist, and I am ome of such casualbties. £ remind myself of Louise and Chip with those
owiul herpes that they oo eften had. Yo try to aveid thls by the use af preparatiocus to coat
the 1ips, such as vaseline camphor ice, which does help saue, but still does not do away with
% entirely. I find that ry lips bleed ab the slightest provosation, but still this is net too
sroublegcne. 4% doss taxe Saue of the joy oub of smoking, because it makes tho exnd of a olzar= |
sthe leok as tho some pirl lad been suaking off it and left same lipstick on. I suffered from
the headache snd vertige the first day that I was dewn here, but have had mo rouble with it
since, The epistaxis seems to result irom the drying out of the aasal mucesa due to the drysess
of the air, Fortumately this has mot trcubled me.

The heat rums up our olinical thermasctors so that we have to either keep them in the icebex
te keep them frai brearing, er else keep them in an opon alcchol vessel in which the alcchol
evaporation keeps the rest of the alcohol cool'snd thus keeps the thermometers fram climbing
over the 110 dogree voint. 'e are fortunate %o have available plenty of ilce to help casl our
water, because the water in our water Urailers has heated te the Leaperature of the average
hot water that oomes out of a hob water btap im the oliby, by mid afbernoon. I was greatly sur=
prised to £ind this to be the case én my {irst day here, cud iustead of using the wabter for
drinking, as { intended, ended by using i2 fer shaving. dowever, on a second convey waich I
made into the desert 400 ailes away to get scme vehicles far our divisicm, 1 found that one
could zet thirsty enmough o drink hot water and eajoy ite The enly way o keep waser cosl with-
out the ald ef ice, is to wrap same wel clobh around it, s¢ that the evaporation of thoe water
in the cleth uses up the heat of the water and results in relatively coel water., This primci-
pls is used in the water conbaiuers sold out here, wilch comsist of a canves type of material
thru which a small amount of water seoaks and evaporates comatantly, thus leeping the contouts
of the bag eool,Unfortunately siumce L was in the last combimgent to get to the desert, every
place wag sold out of these. g0 that L have to walk quite same distmnce to get a cold driuk of
water. X

Sun bathing here is ales a problem. Uf eourse all the boys want te get a nice tan, se in or=
der %o allew this without teking the risk of sunstreke, or scver sunburn, the gemeral gave au
order thet sunbathing could be dome only between ithe howrs of 1315 and 2, I have tried it sef-

' ersl times, but usually 1 have been thbe busy to take tho time. “he first time I did sum bathe
I joarmed that it can't be done with the dog tags on. They get so hot that they will blister
MR

_ I have been appointed trial judze advocate om sur courts martial board, which teo you civile-
iems is about the equivalent of the prosecubing abtorney. it means an awful lob eof work amd is
goiny to keep me very busy, especially since we are expecting to have an awful lot of men e

KIOL, I don't kmow just how quickly 1'11 get te write agein, wub I will whenever I ean and have
anything to tell vou.

Wpen I arrived here in the last contingent I found that leaves had been given Lo 8 officers
in our babttalion, and that no more were available, + investigated and_learned thut I was more
entitled to leave them several of those who received tlem, and since I wanted Yo get Nos and
the kids out on the emti L put in my two cents worth with the adjutunt who had made oub the
 leaves, le admittéd that I had a good argwsent, Wb seid that he couldn's do much aboubt i be
cause he had already pucliéshed the official erder. “e suggested that £ talk to the colenel whe
had net yet arrived, ™o the rcllowing morning when * came over te talk %o the colemel, the
adjutant ret me and told me what - had been granted an § day leave. ‘his 3= to gt 3u13 4
and L have someone already making reservatioms for me on a_thru plame to Yingy in “os “mgeles.
ig I gon't get kicked off this bysameome with priopities, © will be home in abows_15 hours,
which when you deduct the § hours {ime difference, results in 12 hours, Sgy will * be zlad te
got bagk with my little femily again. “hore are same boautiful towns areund here, outside of
the desert area, and * have several of the offigers looking far apartments or hcuses there for

1
me, “hey ere amxicus for @e Ls gob a place because it wili mean an extra car in the ear pool,
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