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that I'd really have to rush to make it on time, back to campe We stopped in INdpls o eat
end I tried to reach Ben bub with no success. o one seemed to know just where he had gone.
I talked to Bob Baclmeyer (Is that right Ben? If so, is that Dean Bachmeyer's fat, husky son
Bob) but still oould get no satisfaction as to Ben's wheresbouts, and since I wanted to meke
St.Louis that night, I couldn't hang around in the hopes that I'd be able to find Bem. All
of us felt bad about it, even the kids, because they had been looking {orward to seeing their
wncle Ben. So off we headed for St. Louise I was driving a steady 60 - 70 miles per hour in
order to meks up the lost time end we really covered ground in a hurry. We feollowed the sug-
gestions of the AAA as to tourist courts, and Duncan Hines for eating, all the way &oross the
country, and they were fops in every case. If any of you do any traveling et all don't fail
to follow the advice of bobh of these. They made owr trip scross the country a very pleasant
OLi@e

Tuesday we traveled from Ste Loule to Tulsa. Qutside Springfield, Mo, we ruined a tire
end were we Sicke We didn't actually have a flat tire, but the rubber of one of the front
tires pulled loose from the fabrie in the tire, and ruined it, We had planned on spending
gome time with Leulse and David dnd their family, and fortunately I was sble to get Ros and
ths kids out there, but I was busy with the ration board getting a used tire to replace the
one I had ruineds Bortunately, there wes no difficulby on this score and I left Springfield
with & used tire for a spare which wasn't much good, bub which would at leagt act as a spare.
Wie had a swell time at Louise's and the kids really enjoyed playing together. However, we had
to leave much soomer than we would have liked, because I hed to make Tulse that nighte Louise,
thenks & lot for that swell meal, I'm sorry that I haven't had the chance to write you a let-
ter thanking you before this. We'll stop to see you agein if I get the chance to take my fame
ily home when we are thru with this mess in the deserte.

Wednesday we ended up at Tucumcari, N. 1Bxe, and Judy was all eyes watching for Indianse
The kids behaved besutifully througheut the entire trip soross country. The weather was gwell
over the entire route, being quite sool because of the height of the plateau when we got fer-
ther weste We hud fixed the car so that Elaine's rettress was on the back seat and the kids
could nap while we were driving along. It also gave them & place to maim play that was much
roomer than the front seat. The car, as you would expect, was terribly loaded, but this did
not seem to slow us dowm perticularly. I had dropped my speed to 50-55 miles per howr after
ruining that tire, because I was hoping end praying that I wouldn't have any more tire trou-
ble. Fortunately I didn'te In faot as far as the car was concerned, the trip was uneventiul
except from the two difficulbies mentioned.

Thursdey we stayed ab Flagstaff, Arize I bad caught up with our schedule, and this meant
that we could spend & day at the Grand Canyon. Ve started out early Fridey morning and saw
the peinted desert on our way up to the canyon. We spent most of the rest of the day at the
canyon itself. I won't try to describe this to you as it is beyond anything that I could even
atbempt to write, or even lLeo could do justioe to. It's something you have to see for your=-
self, All I ‘can say sbout it ik that it is emagingly beautiful, and much larger than I had
ever visiomed it might be from the things I hed read asbout its It is the mos® beautiful and
impressive sight that I have ever seen, and I, too, have seen many beautiful sunsets. leo, if
you should ever get the chance, that is the place to go on your honeymoon.

After leaving the canyon, we decided to drive to Blythe, California that night, in order
to have less of the desert to go thru the following days At Prescobt, Arize. we began to deso-
end from the mountains, Unfertunately it was at night and we did not get To see the scenery
which must have been just beaubtifule The road twisted and turned oconstantly as it went dowm
the mountainside and the lower the albtitude became, the hotter the air became. Finally when
we hed descended, even bthough it was night time, it wes stifling hot. We drove on %o Blythe
through the heat, snd early the next mornigg traveled thru the desert to Indio. It was The
hottest day that I had seen in the desert, chiefly because of the mmidity. In the area aroun
our camp the sir is very dry, and therefore not too uncomfortable, but in this area the humid
ity was excessive and most \mconfortable However, we arrived in Indio so soon that we decids
ed to go to Palm Springs, the winter resort of the movie stars, to see if we ocould get a
house for rent because this was nearer to the new location to which we were going to move
our division. However, it was impossible to find a house so we headed to Calexico to the
house that I had rented. We were all affected by our trip thru the desert, especially Ros.

The kids drank more wate
eamp in r on that trip than the Yk ; .
P plen‘g:y of time to gign in so gvem}ﬁtngyeggedlgpgzly & week. I made it back %o
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lMore in the mext lether,
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