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Hell folkss : P o i
bve pob Lhe cheuss bo sanbinue writing so I'11 try o eetih up. kix Let's call this
ane 'I'}ﬁz;asin the Desert", sltro part of it will bs otncerned with Death in the deserte

to see jukt how sush life the desert ddes supports Aside from the aillient
of ;m;amm smi&v&b thruout tie desert there is alsc a trewsndous amount of
imsect, reptilien, and memmal L Yere. Most of thege seem to live in the ground in holes
dug by them or other sreatures. I don't know Just what they eat to keep alive, snd corbain.
what they drink is & mystery te me, bub novertisless Lhey do live. At night, when tle
gghuinom'emanssbﬁimmbuuﬂyughtﬂtwﬁhnmmﬁw of insects are
attracted to our eres. losh of Giess seem to be erickets, but there are also molh and
others that I lave never séen before. Arcund the treatment tent we have & family of
which seenm to be Bane wmbil you try to resch over to plek ome up, then they show surprising
nﬂllﬁmditu-qﬁwswjebtnummTwm@whkefﬁro?pingeﬁ‘mm&
thirhilitymammwwwm:’lhm sosn one of them do this. It
leaves them short-tailed but there is practically no bLlsec whdn this ocourss They feed
on insects, aud tle boys have developed s gaxe of cabohing orickets and throwing them, skil
auw.intbv&mmyetthﬁ-m{wﬁehpm: on them %a befors the cricket can even
begin to £ly. One of these small lizards will eat § to § of these orickets in successian be
fore he seems sabisfied. In addition to bhis pet faudly, there is xlso a af rodents

whieh look like a oross between mice and squirrels, i.e. ke mice with &l bushy tail .

whieh go about thelr dally 1ife paying practically ne attestion to us. As one drives asross
these degert roads one sees Llese run scross the roads at surprising spesds I heve not seen
amy, bub there is supposed to be a family of kengarco mice in the vielnity of one of owr in

unita. Then there are suskes, « large nanepoisonous € aalled the king snake, and !
smaller poigsonous deserterattler, both of which I have had the opportunity to see and help
¥ill, In fast, I out off the rattlers of a desert rattler whioh'slmost bit cne of owr men
while we were on a hikes Altho it was only ebout 2 feet lomg it had 9 rattles om it. Bixds
are not very mumerous in the desort iteelf, altho in the nearby irrigated areas y oan be
found in grest numbers, Howewer, aside fram the carrion birds wheih can be seen I
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cosssionally, thers is alse a very ugly bird callsd the sandpiper which we see sround guite |

coumonly. It usuelly runs as much as it flies. Jackrabbits are quite numerous, ing ke
thin dogs with leng neciks. I also have seen ww coyote, which looks very much lils & dog.

As far as my life in the desert is convermed, it still has it's intercebing, even tho wn
sgant points. At Camp FLlot Enod, where we were formerly stationed, the westher was extre
hot, but the wind blew sufficiontly to keep ane from: ing it too much. However, if tl
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became too streng, then & send storm yesulted, I had the experience of taking a B

during one of these sand storms. Did I write you sbout 1%, or did I just imtend to write
I don't remeuber, so hore goes, It wes only blowing woederately when we started outy bub
we had walked about 16 mdnutes of tle 3 howr hike, it really turned into & real sandstorm,
The ssnd was go thick tlab you couldn't see more than a few feel in front of you. It was
possible %o keep your head up becmuse the sand would then blow inte your eyes, nose and
o thaet you o 'S seg, or broethe. So it was necessary Yo keep your head domn and look
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the feet of Ll amn in front of you to make swe that you were going in the proper directier.

It was impossible to talk, end the nese whick is dry wnder ondinary dry desert air, be
dry to the polnt of puin, as did the threat, despite the fast thet the mouth was ¢
We always carry & canbteen full of water on these hikes, bubt I had usually bsen
tor during the hike. However, thiz is one day where I would have been g
had a gallon of water., 1hat ssnbesn cup was & Fodsend, but atill felt like just a
buckets I had been wemring my glasses whken we slerted out, but they becais so covere
cdust that they were of no wse whatscover, aud it became negessary to remove them in :
see anyihing.After walkiog out for an hour and a half, we turned back and then with ¢ X
r
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%0 our backs the situation was allevisved, When we arrived back in our company area we
3‘1‘: dust men, being covered fram top of head to the soles of our feet with a fine laye
that took & great desl of washing Lo geb offs f1ds wlso infiltrated through our euber
¢lothing into our underwear, so that underwear which had been white to start with was now ¢
;::tyt:mo:::h ihis wes by far the toughest hike I have had to take, and I would hate /
® o
89 & distance of 15 miles in a storm lilke that, e covered 7  miles.
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while guns shot Mve gver his lead in order to make him keep down, Just
ubwﬂdmM&hmﬁmym.lmmw&tytagomrMomutb
wsrmrxnmdtwmmmwmmmmxmwt«mmmumu
itmmmr.mgaxthomm:mwsmmmwhihxmumymwhm
mmuw&umﬁmdﬁweziGthb&Mm,lhadtadoitjuﬂuumw sok
beoke e expericuse wes not ab Iwm.mmumawahﬂmaluﬂu
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IMhmtmteM-wemmmMmmmm In fact we bad kad
o largs mumber of pabiecis in owr louring stabion with sellulitis of the elbows rusulbing
from secondary Lafestion in the exporiatec olbows smoaused by orawling over the infiliration
‘ to nake the cowrse in 10 minutes or lesss O .
coupls of Larbed wire exbangleswnts msmﬂxyommewmmmuumm
through, asd we hed bo oliwb in and ol of two trenclss as wall a8 & couple
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traversed in this maumer & helluva lot fartler thau 1 mile of walking. I stopped and
munmmmwmmmmzwumhuwwumym__m |
mrmxu?mm_- 5 yards from the ond, dlres beneath the mouth of
pun (80 oulibre) which re sede & lob of nbise. Wien I findshed, I Found that
g of : - to £ isle Others hod started aiter the first wave and

in the Ciree wave. It wae o swell experience, and one Iwon't
Torget lu many & day, ucb becwuse of its demger, bub because of the extrens exertien reguired
msrlﬂnuhadlnﬁmﬂtnwnoﬁandhiéémtomtmdfwlluhptﬂrtm

and afer o oouple of sires of blew were fownd dend, literally occked by the suile
1 seax e fron tie deseripbicn I reseived from the officer on duby at the etat
they wore mmammarnmmwxremmfmmammm

or nen was lost in ths deserd in w patrol of § nene mytmmmurmrmum
beling to wring water out of a cactus plank, while the others went aheads They seen found
thelyr supply of wator, bub when they reburned Cor him ke was nowlere U
large searcling party lecked for km for almost o week, and all they could find wes & Low
artloles of his equdjueule

mxmltmwszubmmdatmeMImwow
of tiw type of latrlass to which wo were so sooustonod (straddle Lronches), ey bulll the
feneler wuartorkax waster box latrine. Ihis comnsisis of & vory : m(&m&
and @ % box over it with tollet %ﬂiﬁwu he ohio %mm
MaprmeAafmmrmml -, these sre daily sprayed
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ol end erwsol. Lveryone is warned of the explosive quality of
din & flne slrvas, 1s also aoted upon by the lea of the dese

Bhem indedly threw a lighted sigaretis bubt imto tle hols ne
plesion osourred resulbing in throwlng ell of thom off the openings, the box zoing quite sone
digtence imse the alr, ALL of Lhem ended up in the hospital with severly burned mwie perineus
It would have been fumny 1f 1% had not been se tragio. |
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?wmu&h,mwm:vtmlnhﬂmﬂlwEnohlm\rorﬁzmwenmhtohmu
saus hose to Cslexico ever nishb.ﬁtwmuthumawsctﬁqupw&mmmtup
3k to cemy on time (5C sway) but it wes worth 4t to be ebls to be with ms
ihdolk oﬁinfzam»mnan!ornmmdth!d.ﬂhumoitMmmhm
80 that they could geb oid and teke aun batbs dajlye Wo bought & hose so bimt they could keep
soh obher and they spont most of s in the sun,
brown that % was hard to bell dhem Prom the Hexiomn 50, The kids and Row

Bad more than a day offs I bock Ses and Uhs kids to Domument Californis, whish is situsied
we locied for & plage there. Tlo man at 4o red cross promiged us i
im we would move up Sunday {1 week ago toeday)s rhis we did, end found that |
had not toen vaseted, so we found & plage in o tourist camp where we heve besm ’
; sinces F __,.H’nmntagetm Tugadays We're gotting a nice little § |
& ingly low rext of §17.50 por menthe This is in contrast 4o
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ly disgdventage thie town has 1a that it from
eleser than €0 niles, and this is the enly towm not in the heart
reach)s Dospite this distamse I belong to _
tle trip evory othor day. Thisz moans getting wp at 5 AN
W,Mwwwm‘behwmﬂe&immshﬂawﬂmfrﬂmnl
following nighte I huve Cinelly been sble to find a place for Hos where sho i

end in the hesyt of o tow. Up 4o now she hes abwmys lived in the gountry
outskirte ofa Suune ‘,

d above, our division moved by couvey from Camp PLlobt Xuob $o Gemp :
milese This required tle novemeat of more than 2100 vehicles and tiey were
58 hourgy ie8e from the Gl tThe head of the columm left the ane ommp wntil
arrived st the new one, This went off without & hitch except for ae sooide
wag & bad onee A you kuow, s sanvey drives for 50 minutes end rests for 10,

ne of these rest porieds that a tralber diegel trusk (out here in the west the
Just twige ss long =5 those in the east) fellowed by o second similer trai)

Q00 gallens of oil, sud the obher with 14,000 gallons of gasolive
‘:otawhinhagmomgmdnmkamamp.m”im
¢ juokeknife and it wus struck by the scoend trailer truck. & fire resulbed
1p I don't kuow how severely; burmed up uﬁy&mmuv&mw
o

p &
: bothk of the treilerse It & up the
'%%mmly the trucke m‘laﬁ?imw&%
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