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Welly I guess you all know that I'm finally & captain, A ¢ leagt I assume that VOU Nl
ticed tﬁe change in address on the envelope of my lagt two letters, Unfortunately this is
not the only ehange in my ‘status of late. I have always said that I would rather be 2 lgb
It. in a clearing company than & eaptain elgewhere in an infantry division medical setup,

It seems that luck has not been with me, for two days after I reeelved my appointment as
captain I was transferred to the colleeting company, As you know, this is the medieal instd-
lavion lying between the battalion ald station and the elearing eompary. Ususliy it meens ho-
ing about 3 mlles behind the fromt line, It will entail much more moving znd 2 much more to-
dious 1ife then that in the clearing station, but still is very much better than & batbelion
ald station, The change was made beeause of the change over to the new table of orgenization
which went into effeect to-day. In the future it will probably mean a gompsny commandership,
but there is no glory in this, merely hard work snd responsibility,

Soph has written you somewhat of what has oceurred with us desert rats. Ve lived in (8l
exleo for two weeks, Just long enmbugh for the kids and Ros to get a very nice tan, They ene
Joyed Jt very much there and spent most of the day sprinkling ome another with the hose,

Ve moved from Camp Pilot Knob to Camp Coxcomb, so it beeame necessary to move the family to
& spot somewhat closer; for Calexico wos 150 miles from our new logation. 'elcoked im Polm
“prings, the famous movie resort in the heart of the desert, but it wes impossible to £ind e
house for love or monsy, so we looked farther along and finally the men im charge of the Red
Crogs in Beaumont, Cal, promised us a house which was to be ready in two days. ‘o therefore
moved to Pesumont znd fook wp residence in & tourist cabin, dumpler than sny in whieh we had
stayed on our trip secrcse’ commbtry, The two day wait turned out to be elght days bafore we
were able %o get into our new home, It was tough on Roe sl the kids being eocoped us in a
elopp y 1ittle room and a half for a week, but at least we had the outlook of moving inte o |
houge at the end of that time, Ve were fortunate in this, because many families ave livimg in |
tourdst cshins aec & permanent _ ent in Besumont, Houses and rooms are almost impossible |
to get, The risest thing sbout owr ggme is that the OPA has pla e¢ed & ceiling vriee of 917,50
on 1%, and i le really worth much more than that, Most of my friewds ave paying 65 snd $100
for pleese uc botier tham ours. Of cowrse Beaumont is 120 milss from camp, but until I wend 1:11‘
- %o the field this week, I was able to get home every other day, This mesnt setiing home at |
7330 P.Myy going do be& about 10PM and getting up st 2145 AM, to stert buck 4o camp, However |
Just getting home to see Rog and the kids, and knowing that I eould et out o the desert %o |
- see them, made this well worth while, I made the sleep uwp durdng our rest ¢riod during 12 %o
2 wideh we have daily beeause of the terrific heat during this time, @
Sundey we went in to Los Angeles smd believe me the various things you rea d about tha
town are not cxaggerations, We went to Hollywood, Beverley Hills, and Bel = iry and I ha ve
never seen such beautiful homes on sueh beautdiful streats, in such profusion im my life,
fvery sireet in Beverley Hillg looks like the prettiest street in Rose Hill but multiplied
dozens of times, The houses ave surprisingly close together, I had the ides that each movie
gtarta home was in the center of am estate, bubt this is not at all the ease, except for & few
I guess the prettiest of 2ll ic Piokfair, the home of Mary Pickford and Pudcy Rogers, This is
situated on a hillside overlocking a valley and 1s beautiful teo look up ab. e all enjoyed our
inspeetion tour immensely, Ros and & couple of friends whom we took along, were cspeedally
thrilled with some of the famous spote in Hollywood, &nd spent a little time at Groumsm's ;
Chinese Theater looking over the sayings of some of the famous stars which are inecorporated in
the cement block along with thelr footprints, The only untowsrd imeident cccurred afier we had
arrived home, Flaine awakemed during the night with an upset stomach and kept us up all night
voniting, Che did not seem'very sick, but I was especlally worried beeauvse of the reputed epi-
demiec of infantile paralysfie in Califormia (1000 cases), bub I could find nothing to substen-
tiate my worries. Nevertheless I stayed home from camp wmbil noon in order to watch her and ses
how she progressed, The worsgt part of it zll wss thet I had to go.out into the field Vonday PH
and this meant that I could be reanched only with the greatest difficulty, Hovever; Fos knew
how to reach me if necessawy, and I alse had one of the offieérs from the clearing comparmy ston
&t the house Tuegday nite to make sure everything was OK and he gen® word out to me this morn
ing that Flaine was well again. 3 '
Our home in Beaumont ig swell because it iz out of the desert, Beaumont is situatz: on
plat eau between mounbain ranges and iz ecnsecuently very cool. This mekes it entirvely unns
e8sary %0 have a cooling unit with the house, In faet the weather is much like it was haek

Teenfield, a4 night it is neeegsery to sleco under govers
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