Thursday 2 Sept 43,

tm still in the fisld, sltho we were supposed to go into eamp this afternoon. Howewer
we llaa;pan to have a2 cra s;’r golonel wio is commanding officer of our combet teanj‘ and he
thinke that if a little prectice is a good thing them = grest deal o practice is a wond
derful thing, and so, even tho every ofher combut tcam went irto cam; this a.f‘tarﬁs;mn ours
still remeins in the field to rum thru the problem once more. This will therefore keep Be
from going home tonite ag I he d pla mmed, Of course the problem does happen to be import-
ant to the Colonel becausewe are to run it thru agein next week for a group of visitlng
dignitaries from Bra xil and since this will mean that there will be visiting ermy bigwiss
also, the colomsl wa nts it to go off without a hiteh, I dhink he is hoping that it may |
help him to get the ome star that he is working so insanely (I use the word with premedw
itation) to get. The problem itself 1s interesting, Our combat team is attacking from the
north to elear out the enemy fvom a pess in the mountains so that two other eombat teams
can go thru it with the least delay as they come up from the south, Vhem we run this prob-
lem thru next week we will ?e uvsdng live smmunition, The field artillery will be firing
live shells over our heads (I idelude mino) so that they land 300 to 400 yards in front of |
the infantry. The infantry iz to advence 100 yards every 4 minutes, =nd the field artillery
drops ite shells 100 yards farther in fromt. To-day, the lofantry in its eagermess to take
tihe hill ren insteed of walking and did more than 100 yards in 4 minutes. This would have
resulted in easualties ha @ they been firing live shells, However, with shells bwrsting in
front of them, I don't think they wikl repeat this next week. ; _

Camp Coxeomb, our mew camp, is not & bed place at ally and except for ils insccessibil-
ity is a declded improvement over owr last cemp. It is situated in the midst of a group of
mountains, more or less like being &  the bottom of & bowl, Altho thes¢ swrounding mounte
alns seem gquite elose, some of them are more then 18 miles away, Ve have showers in camp, |
permanenmtly built, screened in latrines without running water, These are quite deep and j
I still haven't gotten used to the sound of the splashy so that I helf Jump up do keep from
getting web, Our tents are quite nige for a cemp of this type, with flcors covered with
asbestos pamels, Three offigers sleep in cagh tent om cotp of the type used in army bospite
sis, Ve have o mon's and off icer's PY, whieh to us hardened veterans is.a decided luoary, |
The one big complaint that we have to offer is the rations, Ve have besn pleeed on B ration
This meame that all owr foods eome in ecams - the large gans tlat feed & large growp, rether
then the individusl eéns of the K rations., The only things that don't come in eans are the
meats, which are limited to overseas hams and bacon, and potatoes, and ordongy It thus is
obvious thet our meals sre very tiresome begause of the sameness, Breskfast co: s of
powdered egzs (terriblel), or pancakes, bacon, snd coff ee, Lunch -~ canned Beans, beetsy
sooked or raw omions, and canned viemua ssusage, Supper - potatoes, in one forlor ancther,
beans or corn, snd hs m, chiil, or cornmed beef (HONRIBLELIL!), Of courge if jyou dom't ldike .
a mesl there is alwsys scme form of jelly and bresd, I'M mot too echoosy about food, but I
find myself eating jelly and bread more and more frequently. I must tell you about overseas
ham, This comes %o us in & wooden box whieh, when openedy is found to be filled with eoarse
galt, Vhen this is poured off one sees a large ham completely coated with salt, The eooks
start working on this at least a dey inm advance to try to get some of the salty tast out
of it, but despite heroiec offorts the stuff is almost too salty to eat .whép served, If
‘eaten betwesen two slices of bread, as & sandwich, the bread dées kill much of the saltd-
neps, and this is about the only way that I ean eat it, I imagine that I will lose some of
my pot gub during the next few weecks, ' ; ' _

I saw an interesting demonstration the other day, Our general wanted to impress us with
the power which we will have when in combat, so he had the divisgion march down to the road,
one and a half miles away, and we watched a demonstration eonsisting of 3 parts, Ineidently
a division (15,000 men) takes up an awful lot of space even when seated ten deep, The first
phese of the demonstretion eonsisted af two flights of 3 P=391s caech (sirocobras) flying
over ouwr heads and blasting away with their machine guns at a frowp of targets 1000 yards
to our front., They came over our heads at a rate of 275 mph and let loose jJust as they got
overhead, It was moderately impressive to see the dust rise from all around the targets.
However, they flew by so fest that they egould get relatively few chots in, is a part of
this demomstration of air support we next were shown an =20 bomber which flew parallel to
us 1000 yards to our front and dropped a few incendlary bombs, or rather high explosive
:;m::e;e:ihin& onlgr ;‘ﬁ %:;ng cach, These ave dropped by parachute (small ones of eourse)

; caught in the blast vhen ﬂ!"ing low, HOi?e‘Ver,
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pressive was the dropping of & 500 kb, 1500 yards in front of us. This is supposed to kill
everything within 100 yards of where it falls end throws fragments = distence of 1000 yards,
Ve w ere & mile away, but the comeussion could be felt most stromgly. I'd certainly hagte o
be close to ome of t bables when it hitse,

Next we watched the five power of ove battalion of infantyy./It vas reelly amazing, They
fired at the same tu rgets tha © the siroeobras did, this wag really an ares rather than a
target as we ordinarily thizk of it. Their wespoms comsigted of the usual Springfieid 195
rifles, Geysnds, and Browning A ubhmatie rifles, in a ddition to 37 mm, and 50 mm, machine
gins, The din was tervific. Im sbout 2 to 3 minmutes they had fired 30,000 roumds from their
gung, and 10,000 rounds from thelr wachine gums, All this was live ammunition, and 1 out of
every 5 shots was a tracer bullet, It made us medies feel that we would have plenty of pro-
techbion in combat, ) i,

The finel demonstration consisted of anti-airoraft fire by 50 mxk. machine gums and by a
grotp of 40 cal guns (something mew), All the chells in thds ease were tracers so that each
shet could be followed, It was very interesting to seé the target at which they shot. This
consigted 8£ & rocket shell whleh wus shot off ab one end of the fleld, parallel to ue and
ehout 1000 yards im front of us. It starts off a t 275 miles an hour and gets up to 400 mph
in its £1ight, It represemts & target 1/15th the size of a plane ab a much hightr altitude,
The shells burgt all around the vocket and I imsgine that if it had been a plane 1t would
heve been downed, ;

vinee joining the eolleeting gompany I have beem oul on a combat team problem which es I
have told you, was to start Momday aftermoon and be over this afterncon, but as I've stated
wa'lvre still out here and wom't get in 3il) noon towmorrow, Life out here is exbtremely dull,
When we first came owb we bivoumeed in @ lake, which of course vas dry, but which does have |
water in 1% when onme of those terrifie desert rains come up, The following merning the ache |
ual problem started, conesisting of = nine mile advance by the infantry on foot. The poor in-
fantrymen had to hike seross the gand in single file, carrying full packs plus their guns,
There is absolutely no shade, and in order to aveld an epidemdc of cases of heat exbaustion
they were permibtted to walk only ome~hulf hour at a time and then rested for 15 mimutes, Im |
addition there was a rest pericd between 12 and I P.M, when no valking wag doune at all, Take
it from mey regardless pf 21l the glamor of the alr eerﬁs--ér‘%ther wits 65 demgribed 4n the
. nmewspapers; the infantry is the group thet deserved all the credit in the world, They have'

by far, the toughest Job of amyone in ary of the services, "o moved out at 10 AM in order

to be close epough to give some medical service, but aftor driving 6 miles we had to sbop

beenuse of & traffic tie up in the road =head of us, We sat there in the sun for 5 hours,

during the hottest time of the dey. I vas riding in a Jeep withoub any top up and therefore

no protection whatever from the gun, The metal helmet which I was wearing became too hot too!
handle, If it weren't for the desert water bag which I have I don't know how I could have |
kept even slightly comfortable, Finally I became exagperated and deeide to find some shade, |

I tock the bint of the various boys In the compary, who usually elimb down beneath their ve-

hieles whemever there is & sbop, and climbod underneath the jeep, It's = good thing that I

wore my irom helmet, because these jeeps are low glugg, and I must have bumped my head at

leagt a dozen times, However it did produee sowe shade and was relatively comfortable for a

short time, However, the position was too cramped for & long stay, I have learned my lesson

and now I »ide in a weapons earrisr which earries all our station equipment. This has a

canves top and is relatively ecomfortable all the time, ]

My day in the field is s ent reading, ususlly deteetive novels, working eross word puze’

3 les, eating (only half-heartedly), and sleeping, I go to bed with the sunset and avise

with the simrise, There 1s no particular riason for staying up after dark because no lights |

can be uged since we are tachieal, z

It's getting too dark to conmbinue typing as I can't see what I'm writing, so I guess I'd
better elose, ‘

More new later, Lovef to all of you,
The desert rats,
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