From Wal$ to J ay LHsh, 1944,

Just writing to let you know that I'm ok, Have been up for about 48 hours and
have besn as busy as oan he, My company is doing an excellent Job and everyons
is plessed as punch with us, Have such %o Sell you but no Sime in wiitleh %o agmﬂ
in writing. 1'm afrald while Shings contimué c¢o aotive as they have heen tha
I'11 have no sime $o do more than let you know I'm ok, Just realine, sweets, that
ap long as I'm ok Shat L8 the most lmportant thing--le¥ters being only cecondary,
111 do my best to drop you & dally line or Twe,

sy 13th, 1044 (Baturday) ; ;
I%m atdll ok but gosh, am I tiredl What was thaS Sherman sald? I'a afrald

he was not emphatic HWe ave #0 © 10% of touch with onr{ﬁthg
that i going on exeapt in my own Little bastl 1 #né yet we are hoping eo
such $het things have zu.&:nnmm, that 1t leaves one with a feeling of
confusion, My coupany hag ! extromely lucky, so far, with only minor casusle
ties in an extremely limited group of ny men, immm we wers visited by all
sorss of medical big shots who were very complimentary as to the work we have
beendoing., Our colonel was up end was pleased wX as eh with us, My entire
sompany reslly seems €o consist of heroese-ny litter rs have been #CCOMe
plishing the almost hereulesn Sask of bumw “thes wounded despite the
shelling that goes on, Our asbulance drivers been working dsy and night
without rest so hag our station and kitchen orev, I've got & warm spot
in my heart for this whole pe John, particularly has done sone herole work,
Yesterday he Sook 2 group of 1itter bearers forward under fire to see 1f it wae
gusnmo to evacuate any easualties, They ran into asome very intenaive mortsr
ire and hed to lay on She ground for s while, One shell burst in their famede
iate vieinity and wounded ona of ng‘mm and a fragsent plereed John's helmed :
- snd caumed n alight lageration of his soalp, We entered his name for a puﬁc

heart oward, I had %o moke him go %o hed lnst t vhen he came hack completely
exhaunted, He wanted $o go back forward but I put my foot down and sloo told him
mthmimmwgws and that he ge_mu far forward as he
can't keep up his resl ! on of soortination when he 1s all the way in the
froat iines, X Finally got him to see my point so I hope he dossn't continue
taking riske which smoomuXXk are reslly unneoessary, I finally wss able So get
four hours of slesep last night which lan't too » I'w golng to sneak in some
rest Shis afternoon, I%m going to sleep now, X'm afrald that wall will be very
akimpy for the next fewv days.

REkx Sunday, May l4th, 1944 (Hother's lay).

38111 golng atrong. Thingse at our place wre owen less dangerous then they were
before. I sm so proud of my sompany that 1t hurds, Every one of ny 1itter bear-
ers are individuasl heroes, There is no question by She infantrymen but that the
modics are the bravest soldiers of them sll, They keep moving through shell fire,
gtreana, over hill and down winding tralils dfiving inte any awvailable hole when
they hear o shell. For 3 days now, praotloally without rest, they have been go-
ing atendily, Only 2 or 3 have broken down so far, hut when you hear the @r-
iengea of those have broken under the aterain h ie anazing o ‘houm.glt

a man could go shru anmu? 1ike what they have and not be u medman, Allenezy
wan the firet o break and is aotually the only one who has broken completely,
but only af'ter daye of herole work smong She wounded while undergoing shelle

-

fire, Bven the herces up front say that AlXen wag the moet herolo of all
and that is Jjudgment by the elite, He was & pi sight when he First arrived
ell bent over and nnh{ ng 1ike an aspen leaf, shuddering every time a shell

exploded on Sk 1t%n way out, However, we an% him into the kitchen and pot him
to %ell hip oxpericnos and 1% was aparing %o ses the improvemsent after this
mental catharsis, We sent him on back for more ress, A common couplaint was
registered by one of the men in euch s way as to meke everyone laugh, He had
Just come in from the front and ssid "X can't eat, I can't sleep. ALL I oan

do is pee", : o ke



i wflen :
it would do your heart geod to see the results we have been gtung with plasma,
The patients who receive 1%, snd we give it o everyone in shook or with impend-
ing shook, perk up immediately, I au sure Shat we are saving lives with it so
you know .‘hat your pints of donated blood are really doing some good, Laat
night we had & soldier in who had been cosrried inte the Battalion ald station
by 8 Germans ¥ho wanSed %o surrender, That is %the csse of Ixm a wounded man
getting oredit for epturing & Germans with nothing bBut & litter, I had a swell
night's sleep and am feeling pretty good, I'1) Sry SO write you dally altho I'm
afrald the letters will be shops for a while, Happy Mother's Day,.

Tuenday, May 16%h, 1944, _ __

HREXEX {‘hingn geem %0 be going swell at last, We haven't been mxk nearly so

tbusy as we had been and now our cassuslties have been running a falrly high

pereentage of Jerries whioh pleases us no end, They certainly don't look 1ike

supermen and there are a percantage of kids in Sthem, deveral of them have

told ue that Af they hedi known how well they would be trealbed by us thay would

have glven up long ago, They have been receiving exaatly the same Sreatment

as we have given sur own men, We have all been curdous about them sand many of

the boys erwod around them asking queetions, looking for souvenire, ete,

%, wvho has been helping in at our statlion, apeaks Uerman as well as the

- Jerries do, has carried on prolonged conversations with them, I cun gol by in
gonversations, but slowly. The Jerries really hate the Rusalans and Teel that
they will never persit to enter Oermany but that the Asmerioans will Stake -
dermany, They do not guestion the fact that shey are going to lose the war,now,
Afgser a couple of days of Sough going our hora--gm now resched the ectage where
they are Saking prisoners in droves, We have pushed the Jerries back far enough |

‘ g0 $hat our atstion has been beyend the vesch of thelr naval gune for the

pass day or so, It'as & gwell feeling to know that sll the shells you hear “geum ‘
‘overhead are ours on sShe vq e:.goum the Jerry, They reaslly have resp for
our fisld artillery. I don't fleve I%old you %hat we had been assiated by
~Itellian 1itter they have helped our W 1itters at the front
and also e helped us at the station, They ¥ have done & swell job and
are in defatigable vorkers,When the firet Jerry casualty came in W
Emmamr 4idn't want to cary him in,but as more and more of them ceme the
Ities became happler and fer reslizing that things were goling well for us,
It'e so quiet around here 2 morning that 41t reminde me of Sundsy moynings
back home, A% least for She time baing our danger is over,

Wednesday, Hay 17%h, 1944,

I's sitting under a Sree in front of our station while the boys load up resdy
to move a Tew miles up She road, Things are excaptionally quiet here now t
for sn ogcasional very loud bang of a Sank deatroyer gun which 1s loonted b
our place, Eneay am{n have not come over sinoe yesterday, snd only a Tew oame
over then, AU present we are as far behind the lines as the cleoring company
ugually ia and our unit hag been taking a rest for a day or so before thg nove
bagk in %o let one of the others units rest, Thinga are going aslong exoellently
and we are sll quite ovarjoyed wisth the s tate of affsirs., Last night I was on
duty for the night, not particulsarly beosune 1% was expected of me, heocause I
haven's had %o work all night long except for the first serrible night, but
bocausel was on duty whan Van and Leip went %o bed and savw no need to awaken
them. In faot I alept all night long fros midnite %o 7 am exeept for one inters:
ruption at 2130 am, S0 you see our casualtlies have been extremely light, Our
medical battalion has set two all time arsy records, sorry--can't tell you what,
and aince our comp was chiefly responsible for this we sll feel cuite proud,
I don't imagaine that the solonel will bother us very such from now on, I% is
a funny shing to notice that our litter bearers, heroes almost to a man, don't
seenm %o fael that they did any herolc work, "When you gee those boys Iarlng out
there wounded, you know you've Jjut got %o go bask out there no matter how tired

you are 0r how heavy the shelling is" is thelr reply %o She priise which I have
given them, They have now rested, more or less, for Two days and 1t is surprise

ine to see how sulekly they have recuperated.

¢
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o as
I heard s funny incident yesterdey. Ogark, a Scandinavian with the cute
Soandinavian acoent of the & equulling Veedumping Yiminy and that type of
thing, was walking ? 8 tradl up at the front during some mortar fire, and
some infantryman oalled to him fron the okit %renches in which they had taken
refuge, "Hey, medie, you'd better get in a alds trehch.” He looked at them
goornfully and replim "I'o o puw ve medie, shells don't acare me%, Afd on
fm up the trail he welked, Providence has been good %o us in Shis, our First
peal push, 1'm afraid that I shall always love and revere theae hoys and I
know we'll never nake gaﬂ garrison soldiers agein, You csn't make a man keep |
his shoes shined wvhen has gotten them walking shru the blood and muck
of the front lines, How gan you raise eain with a man for wearing a dirSy
%'m that shirt beoame dirty fron dropping %o the ground to aveld a
E]

Thuraday, May 18th, 1944,

We'pe on the move, Jerry is heing shoved bakk and we're mordng right after
nim, We had expectod %o wove yesterday norning but our orders didn't come
down until ovening and po we didn't ppll in untll about midnite, I% vas quite
a - over duaty, orowded mountaln roads, hslf of our company oame up
the other half vemaining back in the other b . Wi are now getting resdy
to move forward again snd sre swesnting out whether the rast of aampany
will cateh up with ue or not, Sinoe our uni¥ is not now one of the ferwerd
units we have had no battle casuplties but nevertheless we have not had @
moment %o apare beoaune of our move and the smount of work which 1t entslls,
I told you that we had a company of Italisn 1i%ter bewrsers attached %o us
end they have made things much sasier for us. Gisnce we don't have en
transportation for ourselves, much loms for the Itallans, we decided we'd
only carry 20 of them with us and yoll rormu'wm&ﬁm. The
1ieutenant in oharge of them asked for volunteers to come slong xR& with ue
mmﬂcﬁizfvw{mmw. We seleeted several of the better ,
workers and Let She lleutensnt plok the rest, Bo far we have not been able to
Mw these Italians but we are hoping So because they lighten our burden
80, % night we pulled &n %o Hike's stationm whioh wes in & ruined building
This was the only place available %o us so I slept &n en open ahed on a 1itter
right along with Mike, This sepning I starfed scouting around and founda |
small house inhahiSed by sn Itnlian man of 67, his wife, 68, and o grande
daughter, goﬂy and 168, I figured that 1'd have a time koeping my men away
from her, but I don's believe we'll be here long enough for anyone %o get her |
alone, The Itallan talke a 1ittle Anmerican having been in Philadelphla for 8 |
36 years ego. He returned to Italy after he had made some money and has
ived here since, The Jerries occupled g house before we moved in and the
0ld man tells me that they made 80t as a hondy man, getting weter and '
wood, He s that Af they don't get absolute obediense from the natives they |
ghoot them in cold blood, They barely got enough food to live on and have had
no hread in She past £ dayn, It doean't tuke muieh Lssginstion %o see how hﬂrl
they are %o see the generous Avericsn Troops move in, We were planning %o é |
them 1ive in one room while wo used the reet of the house but I guess we' |
be moving alonge.

Thursday noon, MNay 18%h, 1044, |

s sitting in a farm yard, shaded from the ho% Italian sun by a %res with
the sea visitle before me snd mountains to my left and right, We/re 1t not
for pengon for being here, this would be a glorious moment, As it 1s the
road 16 yards mm{ i# in & oloud of dust raised by the continuous atream of
army traffic, shells ere bureting shout 400 yards awsy (Shey can't reach us
because of & high hill whieh lies between us and the enemy and planes, our
thank Ood, £1ying over hesd %o drop their bowbs on the enenmy a few miles
to our front, Flowers and fields meke the sountryside very attractive, with
the fields, the red pattern of thistles sprinked with yellow of u dalsy Sype
flowey nnd orange of poppies, To add so all thip is the pink of roses and the




beautiful scent whioh they exude, Unfortunateiy wer aven brsaks in on the
odors around here--there is the acrid smell of smoke and alse in spote the
putre t gmell of dend men and horses and sules, ¥e haven't run aeross much
of the i beoause the units shend 8¢ ue have covered up most of these,
Then there is the ever present waste of war with broken down Gernan and Itele
1an Sanks and CUNoe-noft SO0 Mumerous in Shies ares but much more so in sone

of the others, We have sesn many of the Loys A th gouvenirs mf teken from the
Jerries--slumost every vohiole has a German helnes on 1% and we have seen
gome of the unite using eapiured Cerman vehlcles for ir own purpeses,

The night before last we had an Ankling that we would he moving up before long
becsuge sthings wers gb&ug g0 well for our Sroops, I stayed on duty gleeping on
& 1itter in the siation, Actuslly Lelp wan supposed %o be on dulty fut Yan should
have taken over dubing the afterncon and govening in omder to give him a rest,
Howsver, Van, in his usual absent-ninded nanner, deoided to investigate a nabore
ing town which was in our hamde and forgot sll abous letting Lelp get some rest,
¥Yan then proceeded %o go %o hed at © p.m. expeating to be avskened at 3 a.m.bud
1 took over and Leip went %o bed at 10, Thepe were pragtically no casusltlies
a0 that & went th bed at 1530 using a 1itter in the station, At 2,30 &« load
eame in,including an Teslian woman with her deyear old eon, The latter had been
woulded by the Jarries during thelr excaps thet the lines, and a maching gun

afl gone all the way thru his head Trom gﬁh to &mplo. Surprisingly

ane and not unconsolows but he'll have a hard

tine o ¢ pemoval by ambulance I wasn't bothered for
the reet of the night so that 1 wns letely refreshed for the stremuous day-

gent so steep that nteps conmented vardous streets making 1t impossible %0 take
vehicles in%o sany of the towns, The streets were extressely naryow, aften
times narrower than oup nllo:jn beok home and the houses are conti ou gewall
built of atone and those in She elosey paprts of Sown showing 11%%ie of the yave
agon of war exeept For-having heen panpsaoked by $he ever-ourious 0,7, Tn opder
to ressh the C,7, where we had to go, we hed %o go thiu & sastle, whleh in this
cpane seomed %o be mml.{ a larger building shan the others with numerous mube :
gerpanocn chambors, 'hile there we ron poross our general who weswed dog-tired
but very hapfy because of the good work being done by hig men, I% was an intere |
enting expaerience to go baok over rosds and past corners whioch & day or two be- |
fore wara oo constantly under shell Tire shiat one hed to spped past them %o |
avold being there when a ghell landed, How, none but Jerriss biggest guns could |
rengh L% snd only . very ocoasional shell was lobbed in for 1%e hrassing ertm.!

Fpank hed originally come up Tellldg me thab 14 have to move my station at onee,
but since I :new the tactiosl situation betier than he 44,7 explained %o him

© thet we couldn't move forward beoause we would then be ahead of the stations we
were serviokng and this was confirmed by the G35 eection at divielion,

(The rest of the company Juat pulled 1n and I have been busy for the past 2
hours geSting them se$iled), e

Yesterdaay morning I took a trip forwad %o & govn whilch we had captured the
night hefore, ALl the Bn.ald atations we servies were in the town and I had %0
piok out a place in which So et up 1f and when they moved forward, I found a
gpot bug unfortunately when they d4id move, they moved so far forvard %o
the side that our loeation in the town wouldn't be fessible for evaeuation, The
town was y attraotive,despite the not that 1% had Saken » terrific pasting
both by shells and bombs, The Jerries Llown 8ut two bridges the previous
night and then had mined She bhlown out bride on either side where vehldoles
wonld have %o go around 1%, The paterpiilar which ro;;mm the bridge hit one
of these mines buf sll At di was %o biow off one of 1%s traoks and this was
slmoss at once so Sha they had the bridges fixed in slmost no time,

These enginsurs do s marvellous Job of keeping taflf svee;
. : i movi
making two way roads out of goat tralls, fAlling in shell hnngia s ctgfﬂg ::::g&

s by




o fe
41llar 111 ina 1 ® shel)l hole in only 1 minuts yesterday, All he did

ok the frong mmn;i‘t:htng devicas, push a oﬁau of dirt in front of it

% into the hols !’m & up, It hardly to hdm any more time than it
takes to tell. AYL fhe time hat ho worked SrAffio contimued Lo s i i past him

as soon as he filled in the hole two way traffic Was avle to atart, Roads

are a mightYy important thing in 2 wer iike this and the englneers have n grest
: £ importance in declding whioh side will win,

Italian soldier artist whe hao hean aketohing our portraits (I haven's had
chanoe to send mine yet) has boen making oolorsd portralise vwish orayon, I had
hopoatagathiatoaomormlmtImmdouthnf_mholmdaohaneenn&m
I think he lost the o On our move up here, Di4 I tell you that one of the
Itallan soldlers has aste Manelf %o the GaMtcv.W and wants to ace
sampany him for the duration of the war? e is o very intelligent fellow who
tranalates Italian into Lesin and aonverses with the shaplain in the latter

8. Muy of the Italians are college studenss whose atudlies were inter
rMpted by the war, They come fronm the northern part of Italy whioh I told
is inhabited by & much nloer class of people than i southern Italy, ALl the
Italians would 1ike %o sSay with us durdng our push snd T ing that we
will be able %o take thesm along with us beoauvss Shay do make things much sasiep
around the company what with doing KP and othap 8l traka, However beosuse
of lack of transportation we have Aite a problem in Srying to then Shom along
with ua, We are now carrying onmly 23 of the more Shan 100 wehad with us, We hope
to have them alterncte with the cooking in order %o g% varlety in our foed, I
understand that they can fix ¢ rations so that they taste like a bangquet, I'm
wvalting %o see that,

Testorday, vhile wad Bing %o move, I oleaned up the baskets videh I planned to
gend %o you butg nnthadz:zm up here they go 80 Goversa that I'm afratd
I'11 have to clean then n. I hoping to find something to mail them in
for we'rs oo erowlied ts take it aleng vith we, . .. = koo

I% s amaning %o ses the waste that agtual cosbat ersates. When men are under
the extreme ntress of ng ehells they sre apt to Lhrow awey Just about any
plece of squipment which % Shem. As replacesents cone up they are often
mm %o be outfitted by the company which they join, This becomes impogaible
atmwchthMucmmxmgmhua ae we don't send any
:?almnt or arms with the men we cend hask and thepefore We asoumulate quite a
% of & quipment, especially if we are sy, Gur men ususily piok from this
@ whilch &g:g

4

ipment any items ¢an use, Lspeclally desired are combat Jackets
which are much niser than fileld jaokets, snd copbat shoes which do awvay with the
need For leggings, It is no probiem o tke off & man's hoes to make him more
gonforgable and then forget to send Shom hask with hdm, He gete reoutfitted at
the replacenent center so we really sren't taking undue advanage of him, It
won't take very long befove we all have just about sverything we want,

After walting around 4ll day,we roeceived a rush eall %o move at sabout 7 Doy
Ye ere all set and stmrted right out, There was enly one dangerous epot on the
road and that was at a road Junotion which hed been shelled when Maori and Van
had been pageifig 1% in = m soaring the wite out of them, One shell 11t only
20 over from their vehiole showering them with dirt, Yhen we arrived at
sorner we wers sll prepared to zpom right around 1% vhen we wepe atopped
by an MP who had & soldler that wasn't fesling woll, I did some sighty faat
Salling him where an odd B%ation was, only a mile bask up the road and
then d1d we get awy from hewe in o hurry, The t#ip soon slowed %o & halt be.
cange of rosd conditions and gince wa knew that there wers no Wulldinge in
wileh %o neg Up,we stopped at an NP atation which was being ueed sas a prisoner
of war colleeting point, e planned %o move Ln with them,but declded we'd run
forward a plece und see what we gould find there, While we wers at the up M
closure they brought in some 20 dorry prisonerse-sll of thes cuite young, Some

machine gunners playfully suggested that the NPis f#tep aside and they'd have no

e ————

==l sanaws tn worry sbhout. AoSuslly the prisoners sre very well treated and sltho
“—r



ol -
0 funny atuff is tolerated, they sre happy to get teay from the war, I got to
&i %o a'mxmﬂa mt'omruhru our station, He has been made %o fipht bee
cause of threatps %m family, - ;

“hen we continued forwerd we hed our vehloles stop as the Firsg place wheprs
there was room for them while we went on ahosd, We gaw no place So set wup and
finally srrived at Mike'n sgation which he had dn a Puined house, There was

an open shed at one side and he had Tixed 4% up 1nto » station which could be
blacked out at night, There was inst snough room %0 park & few of our vehisles
on the other side of %he rosd so I decided to apend the night with him and look

for n plass in the n.m, He was anenable $o She su Ietion and I atretehed ous a
lgmpon top of a pu; of rooks nnd proceeded to off to sleep while weltin
for the rewt of the vehicles to come forwmmd, I dens the jJeen back to teel them

to oome on Torward and the Jeepoontinued baok %o the cospany %o Sell them
to_atay there ovBrnight and I'4 eend for them when rentdy, Finslly the vehiales
pulled in at midnite and I awekened and got thom set for the night so that if
we had any patients we would be nble %o Sake asre of them in 8 blacked out
agbulange. Fortunstely we had none, |

An emusing Shing happensd Just before we pulled eus, The clearing station moved
%o that awell bullding we Pormorly occuplied but before they would movs in
gﬂ had the engineers up %o cheok for nines, Ve tried for more than s week to
have our ares checked for mines hefors they did snything shout 1%, hug they

have L% done before they even oom up, tueh &5 14fs in the pemme echslon,

After sleeping quite well la st night, I lobked for a place this morning and
found this small house which the Jerries had ooccupled before ug, They were

the old Italian man and wife snd hia granddsughter hers when T inveatipgated
this place, Ye allowed Shem to ftay in a tiny room downuSalrs and have taken
over the other I roomgesl for a station and Bhe ofher for our slesning quarters,

They Mam? L 4n § {m p Bhe water off we ohlop abg{m we
uge 1%, This merni 'ﬁgﬁ s&p‘xdght for washing and the ola 1ady inelistsd

on ‘ water and nou out our vater Junt as seon as 1% was 2 bt dirsy,
3sveral o Italian olvilians have come nround but exoept for a girl of 16 o
80 we have chased off all the others, All day long Italian eiviliens have been
walking back down the rosd from the towns we have eaptured, The Jerries don'g
ge% them out of the battle sone but use them To do shelr work, and thelr women
to satlefy their desires, Howavor, Just as soon as we take over we move the
Itallans out of the donger Bone, ususlly evacuating them by truok,

Ve have had the opportunity %o nes wome of the elaborate dugouts which the
Jerries have bhuilt, of aourse, they have hoen heve more than e vear and have
uged the labor of the Italimng, 00 I need not tell You how elaborate they are,
S%alrs lead down to them snd they have » subterpanesn room as large as ny Xray
room around She walls of whdeh are bunks for 6 men, Ye Aidn's do very sush &n.
there for fear of booby Srapa, _

Our house ie so situsted that we can pee our gune as they shoot and sese the
target as 4t 4o atruek, 1% is quite interesting to see crune and effact in
this manner, Vith all she Mils avound here, vhenever » gun shoote the pound
rolls from one hill to the next snd the reverberation doesn't stop for o
ssoonds (actunlly elooked), Thue ,when we are Tipir a%easdily there iv the
conatant stacoato sound of the fiun golng off and that rolling reverbere
‘ation, so that sound &g almost cont o,

Well, so far things are pratty culet for us and we seenm guite gafe in our

Friday, May 19%h, 1944,
Gosh, we are living the "14fe of Riley" for the moment) ¥e have just moved in.

0 & beautiful house with a sous view, Unfortunately we are robalkl
going So stay here for sny MIm- ;miznd bsoaune Jﬂ mnpm mgtg'

h_—_._____




B o s = “

forvard at such s mmﬂhunonummmmwgzwmm

good olip

oper medical sepvice, 38 ¥ ghould haye started the last sentense with
mﬁll‘d Ha're RX okledprink at the prass we're making., I'm afraid
 that we are going to be eh on the move that my writing will be sporadie,
However I'1) $ry %o get off at lwaot a V-znll dally. .

Despite the rsot that ous las$ place was nothing %o b¥ag sbout, it wee s%ill a
hounss where houses were A% a premium, Ye hnd a falreaized room for our station
and the room above Lt fep officers sleaping quarters, “ince we now have 7

offlcers, the two addition being Lieut,Urady and Caghollie ochaplain MHoJioki, it
was obvicua Shut the room would be quite orowded BUS ¥an wan on duty and ufopt‘
in the sSation so we vers %o sguesse G of us inte she room,

ALl in all we had o very enjoyeble Sime ot thas plaes, The Italiasn boye hung xem

around the old men who was te a comedian and $ thex nmused, At supper last
nighs, after we had ecoten and then had fed the Itallans who are atSached So ua,
we fo4 the ISslian oivilians in whose house we were iiving, IS was amazing %o
see the Guantity of food whioh Shey satoe, “he had heen gemlestarved over the year

or mors that the Gersans had been there and tly they wers trying to make
it up in one mesl, “hey showed us some bresd whioh the Oermane had gleven them,
It wan shaped and of the slge of & large pump 1 snéd the blackest bresd I

have ever seen, 1t looked somewhat moldy,despite the fant that it was only 2 op
3 daye old, There is no question hut M the Jerries muet have a desperate
food problem, They would kill she mules belonging to the Itallians mmd then give
them only o small porsion of the meate-not more then 4 lbe, from one sule,

Yo apent most of the day Just laying around, since our casualtien are down %o
nil at prosent, In feot we sow more Itallan civilians as patiente then we did
oupr own soldiers, “ome of them are quite pitiful, We adw sn orphan of sbout 1
yenr who had a nl:)il _ wound of the r?go and & cnug-algtad SN TL0N-.

- , soablies aitho jeficleng can't be ruled out, Sesbies peems
practioally univer among the m{m.oﬁzw oghioly iaet aleh® ) T sat for
another portralt this time with colorsd m_mﬁ,m T didn't think that %the
finished dues looked like me, ! mnrxnum,htotﬂmsnzgu&m

- as 1 get the opportunity. While I nk of 1%, I want Somag you 8 me
a oouple of hgg.qa of dm;dns erayons of the type that artists usg, I think that

they are pantel pencils, buf inventigsfie and got some good ones, I want% %0 give

them the sartint, Pnanl Coneten « 7ou pend them So me and X1l cend

@ to him i he isn's o8811 with un, Hall aleo came in last night, I received

5 1 of May 8, Judy's leSSer of May 10 and Hoph's Pyle and ¥inchells of
!::{110 u?;lek latter I haven's had shé opportunity of reading se yet, Please
ey

i

J I um olmply amaged at hier ability to wrlte suoh a long letter, I'1)
to reciprocate as soon as I have the oppartunity, i

1t seems Shat our company he beecame a oenter for ghow for any soldiers who
shppen to be in our vielnity, Yestewiny we fed abou® 20 engineers who were
working on road od Jacent to us, They really appreclated gesting a hot meal,
They have thelir own & ragions but 48'c always nieer %0 got s hot mesl than éat

1 belleve: I forgot %o tell you shout the war copresponiente who have bean ao- |
corpanying the Stroops on ouy drive, The other day they nade a miefake and got

in front of our troops and thus were the firet Asericans to enter a town whieh

the Jerries atill ocoupled, "o far we have had nd parsonal contact with any
of them,altho one of them visited Renszi'v compeny and gave him a weite up in
Starz and ftripes, Most of my boys resented the wrils because we had Saken
gare of BOF more patients than had Co,B but I'm nos ng for any publicity.

ghortly beforedark, Hike sent for.me and X went down %o his sSation which was
about a mile from thne rosdl, He told me of the Saotlos of the situation and X
realized that I had %o move, “ince John and Maord were siresdy out scoouting
sround for s place for us $o move into, I waited for them there, They ammrived
very scon and reporfed having found £ 1ikely places, fmm A% one of Sthepe
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souple of m an to hold it for us, hut they didn't investie

' places left a :
gate m:"' s:nm one beyond noting its existence, so I pent their Joog baok
vith word to have the company ready to move,buf %o get some Bkeep, In the
meantime we drove down %o the other hunung in ﬂﬁ s I8 ed ildeal for
what we wanted, Yo went inte the house and Tound n search, O men down
in the basement, Thay were only onges oooup - $he house,no we %old thenm
thag ﬂuzoomnd expect some o in the mo We left one man there to
hold on

the bullding and 1%'s » good tm.ng we because fenzi later came
around and had his ay;‘gen 1%, YWe then set out on our way bock, The rosd was clme

y ologged with traffic both ways. Shaspe, our jleep driver, drives like a
?1“:“ 80 our progreass was quite good dosp&tm blackneas of the night, We de
oided %o go up to the regimental CP So learn more the faotios of the site
uation mgeran into Mike on hip way back from there, He told us thet the plans hx
had been 80 we heatied hack and pheoking: over the change in plans
decided our house would be the {ropar place &8 leanst for the Sime being,

We dldn't get back to our ahea until 1 a.m, .

I wap up at VE30 thiec am getting the men ready % go. I forgot to mention why
ve got back so late, M‘)‘m& some big puns coming down the road and there had
been a tle-up of traffie, It seeme that whan one of sheee big guns has %o go
muuanuhargmwm;hawmummmgn{ﬁntﬁ tractor and then
turn the gun by manpower, Obviouely this tekes both and time so that
traffic gets tled up in each direction, Ye hod S0 eif memm at - road Jjuncsion
for an hour before wewere able o get on our way, FPorSunately Jerry had heen
knocked ou% %o the point where he was throwing no shells at all,so we had
nothing %o worry shout, : : . :

¥hile we were eafing chow this wrnini; Italian civilians, men women and children,
lined up at the édge of our area waiting to see vhat we would give them, After
we had =11 eaten there was 1ittle lef't exoept breed and a few oranges, Ve
deeided %o dole out a half loaf of hread eoﬁe:nh one bheoause we ha%h:m nor':.
bréad than we econld wasy vat, lowever eivillane ran over eook

wan landing out the Kl and fought for the h&%‘wgmoata. o keapnel
our lesson in a hurry and immedistely after chased Shem out of the area %o keep
them a;w rrgg :ur kitehen, As we had the preceding night, we took exesllent
gare ol our 658, ‘

I

As noon as posslble after eating, we took half of our company down %0 our new
setup, It is sldmply mfu.nmm two story house almont large enough %o be a
hotel with a vhite finlsh on the outside reminiseent of the howes of Beverly
Hillp, I% L8 loented B0 yards from the main highway on a oliff at the base of
wvidoh laps the sea, Besutiful trege und flowers dot the entire eeSate, It hag
been by the war in Shat plaster and glass are everyvhere and part of the
roof has been knocked off of gne corner, However after a 1ittle cleaning up by
the boys the place in serumpSiocus, All floors are tile as are the walls half
wey up %o the high cellings, The color of this %ile varies in the different
rooma, The living room has 6he of the moat heautiful tile fiveplaces I have ever
seen. The floors of this living room, the hall and stairs, sre parble with the
living room in 2 levels with 3 stepe leading from She upper %o lower level,
There are 8 rooms and £ baths on the main floor and 7 rooms snd 3 baths upe
stalrs, To top thie off Shere is 2 sunporeh surrounding the entive downatairs
faslng the noa,another baleony--very widoe--sun porch and a large reailed plate :
form overlooking the sea, This platform is big enough to accommodate two of :
our ambulances with room %o spare, In addition there are steps whioh lead
down the side of the cliff %o the sea, winding hack and fo at warious
levele, Khepever this walk runs fiat fnr a short distance inscovered bhalige
trade whore one can reat and look 2t the sea, ALl in 21l it i the most
beantiful npot I have seen in sany a day. Prom the seaside of the house
one can see for miles, an 1% sits on a bay and across the bay can be geen a
peninsula with . city on 4%, Jutting out into the gea, Mot only can this elty
seen but also another one only s short distance sway and there is also &
g;:rmt ':a.uw of the mountains where one can see other small oities nesting on
orests, : :
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