Fron Yal® o Ree, Wednecday, Juno 268%h,

I have g0 cmeh €9 t6l) you I den't know hov o bogin, ¥ doudbt vhethsr I will
have finiched tho letter Ly Sho ¢ine the mail geec in,and in that casgse I will
cond in o partlly encpieted Lotter rather Chan have you be wighout a letber for

In @y lget legter I told you v X hed reread your Hay lotSers in Qr seguen
and how cuch pleasuprs they had afforied mo, Thay alco made o P s that
don't gnovep gm guwaiaae. i @guoso that mﬂ@me of i ting 4¢c 4iffercnt thon
zoe8 in thatt X den®s need 16%%ers fron you opdor ¢5 write long letSers (dont
infar that gour letters aron't ten? Do ms begtuse they are eno of the
thinge that makes thig army life tolerable) ,and sinee X uee yaup letters ac &
morale Bulildor rather than a bBasic far m’aa&ngg sy lestors X don't usually cnewo
your quootionn, liny I therofore augreat that if you uant ooptaln queations -anse
worad that you write a Voell wvith your questiens on then, mavﬁ%apece for o
yoe ¢ no anower and caclene the Voall in one of your alronil le c? In that
way you will be mure to get caswers to your guaries, I have cegided that ny
atglio of lo%%ar writing should probably be eslled dlaryioe{in more woys than ome

Thare ie one quention that I renembor,which I want o answor, Thls comnverns the
aseurace of the novopaper reporso regardiag She fighting, at leant that wideh 2
have esperienecd during our puch, You gecmed %o feol tﬂmﬁ they woere net telling
A3 ,tmt detually thoy were amasingly eccurate,mich more oo than even X owpeoted
fio ﬁeum vhat shag tell you, Thero are aocveral Serms vhish they may use whieh
I vans you to be ebie €0 pleturo vividly. ‘fien they eoy that fightiag s flerse
pean lust that,ond that mogns Ghiat aen aro 2 oa Goth sides lavger
than uvsual ,and that chelle are coming over at o grest elip,in fact 4%
chanld 0231 So yonr mind the deporiptdon of the £ireS fev Gayc of the ecmpudgn,
That cingle 145036 aengtenece earries a wordlé of mosping, ‘hen thoy say that the
gnemy nggea@ racy . ; zag%gg,piom am@él%g oi‘laomr?bakmgn &gﬂ
ankn,nill hoxes,of folf-prop uns plaged advintagocucly,es. Jusd baeyo
o beon M@mm.wﬁhm@ﬂ ean £ at caything which ey cemo Gewn tho road
tefore hoing cgon) and realice that the fApst Allles to entor the$ ficld of
.fire GA4 eo unowares cnd theroforo cuffored eumualf9ies in all probohilisty,
naueddy this Sype of sotisn involvee tho regonnalccanes Uraops orf the combat
. engineevrs(re or 1¢ was tho ocomhal ecPe vhn ant botwesn Ansio anf oupr
fronticndi Af thoy follov tho teaching oh thoy peceived in theiy training
thoy ean hoop their ecmunltiocn dowm %o a minimun,vig, nover go mrouns a bend
in the ool oF over a Pioe of aip in tho rosd vilheut riret laa thalr vehi.
cle end Lnopes ths road ahead %0 mate cupe that §€ is oafe to be traveled
on., lovaver, in the heat of the bagtle with ongry PoSroating raplély thoy
are proae %0 ot went % woetc tho time thot Chls Sahee rRf as a ropult will
suffer cagualtica, Hovover this ceorifiee of o fov amen 41l resulf in the locse
ticn of tho oneay St s a4 a gall for choll fire or anti-tank guams eor tank
deptroyerc %o ho brought wp to mAlify she maistunee ond ac a reculdt will gave
considersble 1ife and iimd of the infantrynmt whs Pellow in the wake of theso
efAivanee clenents, ' !

Patpolo are astive soenn that groupe of mon/fron both eldes aro goinp out in
aurbore verying froz 6 on up to almest any pumber up €9 a ¢ to find cut
vhat thoy can abaut the eneny, This i meot cexzmonly done at alght and 1t 4o
not uRcoCmOR %0 have eoms hard fighting vith cacutitice ecourring during these
fignhts, In faof, I 1068 & very good friead (urdng Jjus® sueh en engegcment,

Even tho womdo easuslSies ave 1ight® has aeonnotation which cust ho remenbere
Thin meens hoarthreak for seme families baek in the 58sten,hut fortunately thie
involves only a fov fanilies insteed of m\lﬁe munber of familiee conceraed
with cuch a ostatenont ag "fighting s flicres hlesdy’,

8o gou cse thaS Af you pay ottenSion %0 coms of the epporently eimplo stotee
amonts cafde in ths novcpapers you omn get a betier pioturo of vhat is going on
cpong those zen up in tho front vho are invelwl An the sotion,
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HBow to got on with t¢he mootl plessant and interesting cxperiones that I have hed
gineo I left the atates, The other day ons of the infan chanlsing broupht o
lettcr .%o cne of ¢he men in @y company whioh he had recelived n a priest

vhon ke had visitef. It Surned cut that the priest was o esusin of my men and
he wroto £ lotter fddrescced to me besecohing me to pormit Lellair to epend a
few daye with him, I Lamediately celled the eolonel to find out 1f tilg would
be poseibie and leéaprned that X could send hin in only fer one day. This I did
and’ that night LeClair wvas returned %o ths eompeny by the priest and a compane
ion prient, They wanted %o meet wme and cemc over %0 my tent %o f£ind me in
reading by eendlelight, They were both olean cut men in theldr fortioes, talked
Englieh very well,and vere very very pleased that I had permitted the aousin,
vhom® he had never gecn before, to visit with him, They invited me %o visit vith
them, and I promised that I would and would bring LeGleir with me, The impross
aion I received froz them in the short visit at midalte was that I would have
a 0ot enjoyable time when I vieifed with them,

The opportunity presented itself the vory next day,und Jelm,Van and I, using
LeClair as driver, cinee no more than four ean ride in a jJeep, wens %O the
zonastery, SurppAsingly John and I wers slightly asgquanted with the place,
having stopped thers the firat night wve were in Rome to sontact our Regimental
headquartsrs which were situated in the grounda,

The monaotery ic leeated on one of the seven hills of Remo, Monte llarias, and an
a result hes a cuperd viev of the city, The entirs grounde end buildings and
personnel simply emide an atmospherc of pezeefullnecs anf res$, and At was most
plessant juat ¢o be there, The grounds are beeutiful with ceml-formal gardens,
floweping trees and shrubs of all eolore ané chades, innumerehle tress of all
meaner and docoription,including the striking eypress as woll ae other evVore

hgana. $hem, too, there mwao a eertaigﬁgprttan gf gha graungn gnﬂaz;ag:&lvaﬁian.

buildings vere sisdlar to meny others seen in Rome conolpting groups,

eng (they don't think of 1t as ¢l4) waa built 160 years ago,tut you'd nover
guepg 15, while the other is quite recent, These buildings were coverad with
vines having large purple flovers,looking 23k slightly 1ike larkspur,but with
an odor of oweet pea, At the time of our visit the flowers fmre in thoir second
blosming,and tere not profuse,but the fathers told us that in the gfrang there
are 6o meny purple flowers thet the lecves of the vines are not vialble, and
the arome g delightful all thiu the area,

4@ spent ths firet portion of our vislt meeting the various members of the group
and 4%t wee sueh & pleasure, They exuded such a wholeseme,cleanly ané friondly
atmocphere., I vas cuite surpriced at the conglomeration of nationalitiss vhioh
vere preseat, There wes a venerable patriach with o whiteo beard res to hie
ehant, An Apmenian of 70 who was treated with coneiderablo respeet by all nre-
sent, and with whoge lmportance we were repoatedly lmpressed by our hssts,

Thon there vas o handseme youth (24 yoare old) fronCuba who had one more year
of training %o undergo beforsc he went to the Statos to atiend Harverd vhere ho
plannaéd to take a eourse in applied paoyohelogy. ife spoke a smattering of Enpglioh
vith 8 mont ocultured and gentle voice and it wes s pleasure o liasten %o hin,

A Hexigan priest, a Japanese priest, and a number of others whoso origins we
éid not learn, compleftsd the pileture,except for our %wd hosta, These uere

French Oanediane vwho had aspent many years in Rome af this monasgtery, Fathsr
¢iugeppe (whom weo aealled Pasher Joe) was Leflair'c ocusin and had 1ived in
Haine until ke was 18 go that he spoke English very well, despite the fact that
he wag always apologising for his inabilisy %o oxpross himsel , 6Xplaifing that
he had not opelten Fagliech for 23 yoersuntil the Azerioans oap Rome, Hiea
voocatulamy was for Detter Shan the averago Axerican’as, probably beosuse he was
using his knowledge oFf othor 1 sges a8 a besds for solaction of English words
The other host was Psthor Girard(Il believe) vho alse apoke a delightful Tnglieh,
altho not quite as fluldly as 444 FPather Joe. Thoy imnedlately brought out some
white vine vhieh they had just received from Vgletri,ono of the towms vhich we
had eaptured and near vhieh my unit had fought, Ve were joined by a group of 4
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enlleted mon Spon Kolynmental #,Q.vi0 hed nude the ceguontinee of Sthe fothers
at the time H,{, wos otationed in the moneot groundn, Singe oll ef up wore
intorented An golng to the Vastiecaf to ecce tho Fepe,ws wope unodle te wveste
suehk time beoanse tho rope ean ondly LB coonr AR the sorninge, Knouvinz ef the
skortage of gan,ws hafl bhrough ?na sdlon Sin of gap &n with us,co thet the
fathere could arive us arsund shndr vebielo, ninee, Af wo took tho Je%
U@ vould have t 1eave one oen to gtand guord on 5% and that would AR
ho would ROt be able %o nfee Wo eighte, Futher Joe sclved this prohlea by
talilng clong one of the prients,anf ho wog leff to guard the Jecp while wo
ven% in %o noc the iopo,

Yo rofle dowvn %o the Vastlean in Swo FPlate anrd the Joeg,bmnggm by the regilaental
HQ group, Fathsr Joe ciplained that the Mat in vhich we vore riding formarly
belenged %0 o very Aafluential Jow of Home,vhon thoy had caved fron porsecutien
Originally fone hod @ populetion ef from 8000 Go 12000 Jews and this hao now
éroppef to <¢000,%ho renainder having gone by ene of the nunecreus cetheds,

Sozmo went to Aneriea to avodd perasscution,ethers were SekRen by the Geruans fop
labor Battuolione op for prostitutos,othicrs went o othor oitleo,and otildld
others wore SnhkeRrhxpRimmttmemt ronoved %o concontPFaticn ecmpo oy ware mirdored,
Whon tho Oernasan £Apst Scok over Pems,they Qennnded 60 Kilegrans of gald froo
ths Jewn es pmgection egalnst m%ﬁﬁam’wseﬂ. Tho Jows wero enly e %
reles 3D Kg. and the Popo 4onaged othor 20kKg, 'eopite the paynent ef this
gold,the Cernene persecoufed the Jewe., To avold thig many Catholle priests, at
the Fok of their lives,cholfored large mubhors of Jews in their homeo ond
mmaﬁ. It was 4in a% reciation of thio kinGnesg that thal Jewiech friend of
the fathers hed givon tho Fiat, Pather Joe also told nme that the

firet corvico hold An the Jeieh tynageg after the occeupation of Remo by

Allien vao eno deflicated eontirely to the sppreciation of the kindnosges showm
to tho Jewn by the mochers of Oatholielian, ‘

¢én arrival al 08,Fetern, the two Fiate were perzitted teo drive into tho gmmﬂs
L fhey She Vatiean £flag,but the jecp wap Surned bagk and had pari
on tho outindde, Ths P1a% in vhich we rede was in a bed way, snd kept Pathor
Giraré busy cuch of the day, Firet 6f all the battery vas deaf ,anf ap a result
Lo haed to park the eur in eono very out of the way :La00 in ex'éer %o have e
Gowngraedo %o hoedp the ear atart up, fotually this was not at all nesensary
pinee & Fiat i¢ not much larger then a Croocley,snf we c¢culd have enaily pushod
it %8 get At atarted, Thon thare wag tmouble with & leaky waterioce,ant as a
rocult wo had %o atop repeatedly to put usre waler Anto the mediator, Hexmd
thore was en eeounnulation of carbon in the gpark pluge due to the necoonity ef
using nophtha bBeeause of the chortqge of goes, ¥iic he had %o elcah cut twige
duping day, Finnlly thoro was o flat Sire whieh had €0 bo repalfled, The
Fia% was An core noed of new tires,lmt einee %ireo were unavailable onccpt en
the hlack narket,cnd since the price on this market wac Y220 per tire, that
wvag ouf of the gueastion,

Thore was ¢ul®o & orowl walting to have an afidience wisSh tho Fope,an thas we b
to yadt for quite some time,hus tho time wns not wasted beeanse we had the opg
tunity ef talliing wigth Pether Joe, He called cupr aBttention %o the cerble cole
uzas videh form the Acporfeet eirele around the eoplanade in frent of 3¢,Pese:r
Theoe eolumne hod been removed from the Colicscun eentupries amo,and is ons of
tho reoanons thnt the Colisseun io nov L+ rains, They ave wade o§‘ a marble whot
appoaranse Amproves with ege, just like the mardle which we saw in the Itallan
tuilding of Reshefeller center,only thoso godusns are nst polished as ave
thoso gt the Center, Aes I %Sold you in e pravious lotiep,the entrance to the
vatiean ia %o ¢the £ight an you fase 3¢,Potors, “his eatPance is osde thru a
trozendous bronse door vhich has geveral oeponings in 1%, On feostival occasion
Bosh halveo of thie large brongo @ocr are opencd ta allew the publiie %o onter
MymwgtﬁaMQmm thers, Ag we all know, Ghe Papo As an extreme
iy shrovw ggu elan,and t%o exprscs his dlaspproval of the Cormen ogeupation o
the elty, o hefl eclaged this half of the deor and hnd enly pormitted the use o
a spaller door inget in 4%,videh reguired eagh poraon %0 oSep high over tho
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foot of the emald door cinee 41t didn*t reasch 2ll the wey to tho fleor, Vhen
Vitler vieited Romo,tho Pape feared that he might comp to tho Vaticen, an in-
eddent which he aauid no% proveat bBocmice Mitler ecould meraly come &5 a
eightseer, To prevunt thde,his cloced tho Vatiean fer 1 month for “repaira
roenovation® sné he, himgolf,went into the country for 2o resd, Gubdbtle
politics, yus? :

¥Ye pleo learned that theo Vatiean puss out & Gally nsuopaper 211 Salvatore
I1taliane® whieh kopt the Italian people Ainfermef of wordd news as 1% wae
rather than 29 the propagonds of the fascdst nations interpreted 18, Father
Joe %0ld ue that while the Cermans were precent,freciom of movenent of civil-
iens wag greatly 1imiSed,ond ag o rogult very fev poople egame %o the Vatican
or sayvhere claee, for that matter, Sinse ghe Allles have Soken over,laprge
crowis ¢ono ond nntiveo are all over the plaee, This he &1d4n'sg ﬁnve %o
teld ue fop we caw 4t with our own eoyes, In {aos, any weekday in Romo loeoks
1ike a tunday in the 8f%a%es,with mo s nné chilaren in the parks, and tree
aendons erowlso walking aimliesely clong $ho boulevards,

Coshi-=Tlz9's up an@ I haven's even goften into the Vatiesa. Yell, I'11l cone
tiaue this aftcrnoon, . :

I'n eontinulng whore I laft off in the last letfer, with us otanding cutiaide
the hronse door of the Vagicsn walting for the erswwl to start moving. Actucl-
1y the bronse Goer 4o not gsolid hroase,but has a sheoet of hrenge over a thick
voehon ogk 4oor, You could leave 1% %o ua GIs %o notiec that the osk deor vas
riddled wvith holeo made by t«rmitos, :

Fatbher Jeo %old use that we migh% be permitted %o waklt up tho “Royel B8talprs®
viich feged the entranse or that we mirht uso anoBher portal %o the righg %
ge up to =ec the Pope, Mle explained that it woe dovn the royal stalro that the
Tope onme %0 holé c@fics et 9t.Peters,and that on gpesicl festive cecasions he
vas carricd dewva thess gstalrs in a Geensifnl ghaly, bBorne on the shoulfore of
his palace gunrds, In order %o make thie aseent ﬁiﬁhane dangaor of tho Pope
bein unseated,the atalrs are Wuillt vith broad depth of otep but enly a foum
inohee rise &n each a%ep, The etairs Gthomselves are modoretoly 0, holding
akout 7 peoplo abrosst,and are eztremely loag,vith attrastive ling and
only modorately slaborato in comparison %o the ros$ of the Vptiean,

At the bronze door ¢nfrance ofced s puard pieturesguely eled in powder bHlue
uniform from head €0 foot,with kn&nks?n,bina etockinge recohing to the
knickers,a vhilte eiroular eoll,r whieh stends ent vary vividly againgt the
colid biue,and vith lisad govered by a large tan, I% 1o exsotly like the
padntinge of Italliang as cecn in the liddle Agen, He gtood at the Goor with
a tall rifol with bayonet unsheanted,and overy time an officer wonld pass ho
would eliek hic heele Sogother, Itroninded me of one of the Greusterit gtorles

Finally the erowd mille? forvard enf clevly acceonded the s¥airs, AS ve yoache
the topR we wore :iven o cmall medellion ia a packet, The rosm was clreesdy
crowdofi with coldiors of %he Arerlosn rtmé Brigish forces, French caldiers
bodng oont 48%o thoe next hall, O0ffiecors wore scparated frez onlicted con and
cent up to the front of the room nearer the dale on whieh sa% tho Pope's
brilliant red thronc, #ho hall in vhieh ke was %o receive us is ealled the
Rogel hall and is a Sremendously lapge room with boautiful gold ceiling, ine
nunerable paintinge on the wall, each depleting & religlouc coene, One of
those ohowed the Fope refturning 0 tho Vediean after boing oziled in Avignoa
France, Another depliclsd a sgene from one of tho religious wars, Al) theoe
palntings ard the work of famcus arfiste, and vhonever o pepe has work doeno
by artiste MmaEERERStRRRRInIE SEnGEERYR oF 4oea reconetruction work
ehout the Valiean or ito p ties, a large mavhaeag{aqae is placed 4n
the vicinity of She work gi credit to the rope. “hus it 46 guite eap

to tq}x whieh Pope o rasponsible for which piceses of wopk, Sinee wo 1l
had a pericd of waiting bofore tro oaw hin eminaenge, I was all eyes as o




what I oculd nee, kmeving thot you vould he intereoated, Tho papel usher, whe
seperated thoe effivers Sram the enlisted men vag &roened in bright red velves,
and was quite oufiabsending ia hds breecheo of knee 3 o Father Joe tried to
bring up the enlinSed msR in our group of 8,Wut was ed by thie usher, He
spoke calefly with Ml for a vhile and the usher waved him on, I was eurlous a
8o %0 uhnt angio wards he had caid that brought aboud thhs vielstion of rules,
sineo thope wepre ebout 3000 people in the room 4t ves obvicus that 4% was
nefegaary %o adhere oltrictly %o mules Af order was to Be orintained, Father
Jov told me that he hed omplained his predlcement of having a mixed erovd of
efficers and ealistod aen,and e%zeeeeﬂ 8 fear tha% he might beoome geporated
gom the enlisted men for whome was rocpongible,co the usher pepmitied hin
pess, .

Fathar Joc talked conatantly to us and cocon had en mudionco of far zore thea
cur group of 8, It was & 1libaral cducntion to be noar him, The Vetican gnardsn,
famous in thedr ova right,are cuite an attrsetive group, ey are all 6 feet
or meve tall hanfisonec men all, native Uwiss born,weerdng a cestume whieh wvas
originally doeigned by Miehwlangole, This eonsis%ad of a plumed helmet of
patent loather gless, a gtriped sult of shirt and knickors,with coole ond
gadters 0 nalch of foautigul alSernating oSripes of gold and Hlne, Each hnd
8 1.n00 about 6 £t.long vith a battlo awe (I ¢think that &s what it was)ncar
the upper end chmped something 1ike a fapir., Thogy o%toed at a position equives
lent to our parctie ront,bu npormitited thelr oyes to wander arcund the room,

Theae Bwise guards have roeoived the privilgge of guarding the Popp beeanes

- of a hepole rear guard action of Swiss soldiers in tho years loag past,which
rosuleed in the Swise galdlers belng viped out bu€ allowed the M'ope %o eseape
his antagoniato, -

As ve faced the papal thyono,n lapge Goor on our leff opened into the Lletine
‘ehapel bakly the moat famous of the meny fomous Poons of the Vatiesn, On
oupP ¥ an open doorway led into the Jucal Hell,rlmoet as Boantifwl a hall
ap the Fogal hellj and ©o our Fear vas another hall,elosed from our View by o
re@ velveS drspo,vhich we wore %old wae the Fauline hall,bulls hy P?e reulus
IXI or IV, A% tout the time that Fathier Joo had roached this point in hig
cdueational talk %o us,the 2ighte womt on in tho roem an a cignal that the
"Ope was onR hip way % ocupr hall, Imnediately the room beeeme cilent,widah
ioproaced Father Joo groatly, Mo Sold us that if tho room had been $51104 wath
Italien coldieroc there would have bLech an inoreacing lubhud and puching would
start, The Popp £irct stoppaed in the [uoal hall,where he addressed the French
golalers in Fronch, lie then was proceded inge our peos by hie gonal guarés
who wore blue gorge culte with long Srousers und with large gold opanliels a¥
tho ahdklders, Ho followed Shem in choptly.

fhe Pope vas irmmedictoly proeeded by Mo poreonal reprosensSatiive, whe 41é noth
ing shnt I oculd aece cxeopt oSuand bohind the Pape after he hed aseended %o his
dais, The Peope was @reosed and loohked Jjust 1ike all tho piloSurss whieh one scee
of hin,with viite garmentc and a snaldl whito skull osp 66t well Baek on his
hoed, fle agdressed a blepsing %o his audience end Shen in cxecllent Baglich
with only a olight I%alisn Aeoont, haprdly noticeshls,and in a very woll wmodulat
voleo ho cAdreseed us with a fow worde %o She effees that sinee wo 1ived cugh.
perilous lives now was the time for us to come alocey te God, I sm told thal
tho Pope is quite o linguist,fluontly spesking et loast 7 &iffevent mwuﬁsa.
He comes from a vory ppominent I%alian fapily,the Pacelli's,and prior o hio
asgcending the papal throne was a foroign enbascodeyr for the papacy. Follewing
his shert 243rens he €old us that he wwuld Blens ail religious objects whieh
vo had with ue, I hed bousht a pretiy eoross and ahain for Father lLeon,mé a
rosary for Charles hl, I Shought thpt I mAght cong the me@allion to Pat Shrog
singe thay were all blessel By tho Pope,and X feel that they would he groetly
appreodated by the reeiplonds, 1 :

I alsgo arrangefl to have gone certificeatens whideh had hoen bloaned by tho Pepe
aent %o veu te bo riven €6 thone nomes writBen in thom.
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iAfter bleosing the religicus objeotn,the Peps chooR hands with theso acar
the dake, 1% wne interooting that he facuired whether the poracn was Acserican
bofers chaking handg,snd di6 ne chake the hond 6f any other natiocnalisty, I am
rot aure as to hig reanen for this,hut felt that it might bo hic diplomatioc
vey ef osproceing dissatisfacstion with something that Eagland had done, The
group in roaR orowvicf farverd o chaRo the Pepe's hond anf RBies his ring
end I otepped aside Loozuee I folt that the meaning to them would be greater
thon U5 oe,ond GL4R'*$ want 29 deprive them of the privilege. In faet,one cole
dier precont told us that this was the third time that ho had como %o sos the
Pepe in the hape that he would he abvle %o chake his hand anrd had net hbeen able
te gec eloce encught ¢ him %o do o ungil thin visig,cnd then only on Father
Joe'n inaglatenge % ho press forard and teke She ﬁope's hand,

Ye wore all Anferested in secing the 3ictine chapel ,but its doors were loeoked,
Pathoy Joo walted for 936 milling thyrong to leave and thea starSed thou chane
nele %o 6% the door apen, ¢ all teagped nlong with him vhorever he weant and
finally after talking to foup different people ho reached She guardian of the
chepel who kindly eonoented to opon the ehapol for ug,

Ag you ksowr, the 8is%ine ehapel ie famous for tho marals of Mighelsasngelo,and
I az sure ﬁfmﬁ gou have read how he laid on a «@atiress on his heok for iong
yoors vhile he painted the coiling, If I rezmember rightly,thore was a neried
of € ysars vhere he didn't oven @o down off hio se 14, tho coiling aepicts
religisuc seonres f£rom tho Gid Testement and 4o impossiblo %e deseribe baoaouce
of the tromondcus acnount of detell, The room ie tromendous,both in helighs,
hongth and vidth,s0 that all of the paintings are quite large, At one end,
noar ‘the altap,is Hichelangelo's masterpiece, his Last Judgnent, This secuples
the ontire wall,and I believe wns hig last work, The resaining wellsc wero
padnted by othop famsous paingters, It Ao 4in tho Sisfine echepel thet tho olagw

- tions for naming the nev l'epe are made afBer the death of the laat one,

“g then returned to the monnsSery vhere, aftermnothior glanso of', the potent wine,
¥aleoh made all ouy haeds whirl,we enstered the dining halleea large roon.with
a long tahle end lapge ohairs widely spaced. The furniture in the room, wery
attraotive, vao probably as old as the bullding, Father Jee an@ Fathor Cirard
ate with ug,¥hlle the other Fathern d4id ¢ disappoaring aet, The food, while
very sizple, wes really oxcellent, Ye started off with barley soup (remember
how I loved 189 Yell ptill 4o,) Hexs was a fried egg and groeeocli, Thon som
6old luncheon meat whioh peme Italians had otolon from Sho Germans and then
cold %o Che Pather without his knowla@ge of 1%e souree, lionemedo calomesimila
to tho plaln sponge oako which you used So make for me, with gricot jam, a
srotuet from Sheir 0wn trses, Apricota galore, wine andl £4nally ¢X coffec, I
st menticon She delicions blaek rolls wviieh ﬁhay mafie, X really ato my ghare
of thanm, The wine leegsened nll our tongues oo that w0 vore havelng quite en
onjoyable time, Fethwr Joe was co oager %o ohow us more of the Vagtiesn that

ho mushed us away Goapito the faet that vo wero cnjoying ouraclves greatly,

Yo walted for Father Girard in the esplanade of the Ht.’0ter's Cathodral,ond
Pathor Joo told us a fevw aforiens vhile we wpdted., The eaplanafe was plennod
by the ISaliasn Barnino,who dild an nmasing emount 6f worPk all over tho ety on
Vatican preperty. It is 26C yardc aérosn,has tho Swo semicireles of colusmo
that I previorsly daeseribed to you, Thers are £84 eelumns in this grouplmagd
all having been yemoved fron the Cellsgeum,ané on top of thesme volumns are
100 statuesreprecenting salnts, In the canter of the efplanade,near the front
entranog,ins a Sall ebelick whieh hng & cress on i%e t0p,rupposed to eontaln a
gmall $. of $he original eroscg on which 33%,Poter wag eruecified, The
Oholisk been pleped in the squere by lHero,and recuired o Sremondous nuwnbe
of men $o put it there, The atory i¢ tol@ thaf while the work wns beins Gene,
everyons was fordiddéea %v %aik on ponalty of Geath and that an Itallan seeman
noted thet one of the repec being used in the work had drded out and was Bee
ing to break, He eslled out that water ehould be applied to the reope,end.
tnotead of his being put o death for apeaking,the Pepo ralsed him end honop
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Pale Sundeym. This they atill 6o after more than 3 eenturies, iy this time Fathe
@rard hod retumed fron perking Ohe cor and wo went hask Anto the Vaticen wi
hepea of seoing come of Rephaelln works, However,ve woro soe late and @114 not
get pauigsion ta enfar 16, Ve theorefera returned %o :%.Pofierc Cathedral, Father
doo continusd hio gfiunafional talk,tsllling us that 3t.r'eoters vas 160 years abuild.
,an8 hoé boen finished in the 17%h eentury. It was plaanecd by Mishel o vho
: tafle 4% as an oual armed eross (Ro%in ersce,l bolleve it ie ealled),
wvith She Gome 4o Pepresent a dome cimilar So the Pantheon,tut large enough co
that Gt.Pe8%aPpts could he eonnidsred the mother chureh of e, Acutally,althe
8%, Fetexre ia right noxt to the Vatisan, it 45 really nel the officinl eﬁnreh of
Rome,but s%,John's which is older ic considered e be thip,

Ag one cnaters ft.,Peter'e from the hot sun outdeors,he is atruek by & cool hreeze
and notag that the temperature inside Lo mieh ceoler than that outelde. Aetually
the Sexporature ic just about ocongtant the year round beosuce of €0 tremendously
‘thieR walls and great heipht, '

the nave of 34%,Peferts ia approximaetoly £00 yarda long, It ia 1EO feet high and ¢
the nave 35 60 feol wide exeept at tho @ross., As I nentiened,the nave wos orige
inelly Gesigned as en egual-pided eposoc,but later Beraine, wﬁﬂa 1 nontioned
ecariler,cot the ope %9 agree that I would beo more etiling if the vertiosl part
of tho eross wag longthsened (Groek Crospe; I may have %Shen revereed,but I think
not), This wns agreefl to,and rernino thoa mafie the esplansdie with narble and
columng talten from the Colisgeum, The day I visited At,Peter's was cupposed to
Be an espotially impertaent day becnuse of the unvelling of ths baedy 2 "gpe vho
Bed giod 30 years ngo. Ne waes scuppeosod %0 e in a rathor goad state ef proservas
tion but I felt that he was muzmmified in thaet his faee waa entirely blask with
cronion of the iip and the forchesd, Many pceple had eome ¢o cee thic unvelling
ard oot of them twould neel on the mapblc floor and pray for a while aflicr g6t
ing tho Geafi Pope, Boneath the 117 meter high denme elts o %all oenﬁgg;(ew noters
toli-=gliout 1680 foet} with colunne made of bLronze end gold. Heneath el tap of
this caoncpy lies the Body of 8. Feter. In front of tho altar are 160 lamnpo of
golé,whieh before the smr were all hWuraing continuousiy ,hut since the chartage
of oil only about Lli of them are kept buming, The epe ie the only enec vho over
cays ngse from this algar,

Along the long pertion of She nave,on eaeh side,are lorge statuee of the feunders
of idfforent secSe of thp Celliolic religion., A brongs gtafue of 88, iater 1o ine
eludad in thioc mroup and sinee 1% 1o the cuntom of Catholies who viplt the cathe
eral to itione tlie teen of the otatue anéd thon ¢ plaeo their foreheads on i¢, the
toec of the right foot of the atatue have boen presctically win away, On 5¢,Potem
fectival ,whieh I believe starts tanorrow,the papal ring 1o put on one of the fin.
gers of the sfatue ard then everyene kisses the ring,

¥® continued %0 mnke the rounds of the csthedral senewviat hurriedly in sthe hopeo
of golng up inte the dome but when we arrived there 70 found that it had been
closed for the day., I do want o0 pention the ofatue cf the lions by Cenov,ths
forenaset seulptor of lions in the world, it io wry realistie,and by sexa ceeret
2%6c0e ho Bven worked inside %the liens mouth priving 4% a peﬂa%e and e¢thor normal .
struoturgs, I mention thic bBoeeuse you probably renenber the story of how Canova
go% his o8art, It cecms that ho wes working in the kitehen of a very rich roble-
men ang they were having e very forma)l affalp, It ao happeaed that the pestey
cook!s masterpieee did not fturn out right and 4% wae 00 late % mnke anothep
elaborate oake,s08 Ganovn,the lad,anked for paralansion o oale somethiag in the
lisited tize avatlable, “his peradasion was given queraleusly, Canova then Soek
a olak of bugter and earved a iion perfeed in avery dotall. noblenan OR GEGe
ing this meaterpices,called the 1sd to hin nnd complimented him cnd cent him to
oehsol foy more training, I'o you remember the atory in the carly days of echsoll

e ghen weat euteide and wnited around while Fasher Girerd clesned the spark ﬁ
plugs of the ear, “hile I was wa&tingsx rieseived o cost unusual ccuvenliy from /

8s.Fetera, 1t wes given @9 by the O 1 of ons of the trinity, thoe hely ghoet,
Phin.tn ansne van danle tmmav (¢ 4a €ha davo lav & AGoe cen M& an nsmanasse ab ;
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St,Peter's as they are in the steeple of the Methodiet chureh sercas the way so
you see Shat ving o scuvenir fromone of these relatively few doves is quite
an unusual honor. The souvenir consioted of some ¢ PP
left m Juat u tho the dove were dubbing me o knight, Actuslly,at the
moment,l wanted to be & knight of the bath,but after being mscured that vhls
mos?t umm sennau' was :mouﬂ. to !n-m very good fortune,i decided that
since there was no d do about 1% other than wipe my the exoess,l
might an well accept She lwmr philosophically.

Cur next stop was at Garibaldl Park,which is auuuoa on one of the seven hillsg
of Rome,and consequently has a bmhm view of the téwn, I had not beenthere
before and enjoyed 1% very much, There is 2 tremendous gtatue of Garibsldl one
of the Itallan patriots wnd unifiers,which is more or 8 the center puu of
the park, The park 1s beautiful in & q!.et,pouooral way,snd 1s thorely used by
the Romans, 1t was simply full of ohildren and their watehful mothers ,8itting
on the lawns beneath the shade of the trees, It made me fesl a bits Mck
seeing all those ohildren playing in the park mo pessefully, It's funny m
and the children are slways fo g inte the foreground of my te, No ut-
ter how diffieult or how pleasant the situation,l alws find myself thinking
of your reaction %o 1%; shanking Cod that you are not aent vhen things are
fough,and yearning for you %o be having my plessures when I mmun £0
phmtly as I éid during my vielt with the prients, ,

Cur next stop was at the church of 4t Mary Malores,also called ﬂt.km of the
Snow, This is 2 beautiful irrge churoh,i,e, oonpmd to American churghes, but
not with the tremendous ohurches of Home, There is an interesting ate to1d
regarding its bullding, It seems that two wealthy Roman gentlemen had heen con-
gidering the erection of a chureh in honor of the Christ Mother, One day in the
middle of a very hot August, each,separstely,had a vision in which the

Virgin told them she would give them a sign as to where to erect the ehureh,
Thet very day it snowed on the spot where the chureh was subsequently mw«;,
and they felt that this wan the eign Shat ¥ary had intended them to recognize,
S8, Mery of the Onow is famous Tor several things., “he gold An 1te celling is
of the first gold to arrive in Italy from the gold rush in Cslifornia (o
posalibly. the first gold to come from America at any time, I'ax not sure), It
has a famous rellie, the orib of Christ, It has the most artistic chapel 1=
Rome,and that probab...y weana in the world, Thio is eimply besutiful with paint-
ings of great beauty,ntetues and bap reliefe that are stPlking, It is werth
anyon's time to spend at leacst an hour in this chapel, Then,%00,it has the
most expensive chapel in Rome,i.e.,fllled with arficles of gold and precious
stones,and rare marble, iO\fOVGI‘ one of the thinga for whiech it isa most famous
is ﬂa fastival of 0%,Mary at whioh time Bn addition to an elaborate ecaremony,
there is a steady ebower of whiite rose petales flo#Mting down over the soene dure
ing the entire ceremony., This is to simulate the snow in the middle of Auguet
and iz gald to be both besutiful and heaven-scented, The petale seatter ag ¢
are dropped from the dome and spread over & large area in she church to & dep
of severalx inches, Ii really mus$ be beautiful, , 1

Ho never visited the Golisseum,whioh I now saw in a different 1ight than I had
my prewious viasit because I now knew that all ite beauty had besn stolen
fron it,1.,e,,i%s marble columns snd merble walle, %o make the 0%,Veter's Ogth.
edrel a plaoo ofbeauty, Aa you know, 4t is an immense structure formerly seate
ing 80,000 pepple, The floor of the apens 18 no longersmooth but hae had numere
ous nall bulldin-s of briek buillt in it many years ago %e houge a zoo, The
seate have all been removed ,Probably So make marble stairs for some of the
religious bulldings,and the hrioks which are now in the wslls are reslly s
modern restoration to Keep the phape and sige of Sthe Tormer magnificent buildin

Next we went to another of feome's famous hile to the Finebo FPark,which is more
exoluaive than Garibsldi Park, sinee it is in a richer ncighhorheod It 4e =
tremendnous park with natuu fountains,artificial leke and beantiful lawne
and trees, Agalin,this park 1a’ amazingly nn used by the fHomans, From s halu-
inlas analia ta o'lavalv view of Rome with S8, Feter's Uathedral standing over *

which aSruck me on the
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it like a mother pri teating  hep ngeters,and a view of the Vittore Emenuel staty
a supposed Mﬁgo duplicate the pahl of Athens,¥e ,"_ returned to the
monastery which as I sald is on a hill,so in 3 succesaive steps wo wore ahle %o

farent hills and therefore I differdnt aspects-—ithe weet the
rth, o see the world's mosl besutiful oity (if my opinion) fron
3 different views was indesed 2 pleasure, '

On our way up %o the monastery we passed the home of Huasolisml's mlgtress,and he
did very well Bor her, The house is & Very modern type of sbmieture,and altho not
too elaborate on the ocutside,is supposed to be , ~on the inside, The
house L8 now being used as an oprhunage =nd aaternity [Sal—Tate is a grim
Jester, From the roof of the monastery we werc able %o Bge the spot where Musa-
olini had planned to bulld a tremendous s%atue of himgelf eoverlooking the Forum
of Nussolini , However,the fates of war destroyed this by melfting 1t down for cannor

After snother drink of wine we were shown thru the monas$ery itsell,and lesrned
that they have 2 arfiets among their brethren who do beautiful work,one of these
being the Japanese father, They have a lovely little el wvhich ig in the prooe
ese of belng repainted, Along tedious prodedure, Two artists king
on it daily for 2 months and have only finished 1/3 of geiling, Ye nlso vis-
ited the cellar which was filled with large flasks of wine snd of course hsd te
have another glass of wine, 4Ap aresuls,l was beginning to get elightly on the
tipsy side, It was & good thing that we then sat down feo supper s¢ Shat I could
get sone food inte me %o help neutralize come of the absorption of the wine, Sup-
per consisted of the seme soup that we had at noon,a Spanish omelet which was
deliclous, mtring beans, the usual dark bread,more e {which I had %o refuse)asnd
coffee (Gi)plnn ap 8. I go into detall on the meals because it ia quite an

lishment to get food in Mome and I want %o give you an idea of what the

eat. To make Sure that we did not eat them out of house and home we left

‘Mq boxes of X rations when we were leaving and they were overvhelmed zince they
seldon have meat and ﬁw they love our Kralt cheese ‘amg chocolates,

2 : o RIS T
After pupper we sat srpund and talked and belleve me,Shode saintly men are ex-
tremely well educated bo%h in genersl knwlg:ga,_ana algo in world affairs, I
learned that thelr order exists chiefly to p other priests giving them haven
in tines of duress,arranging hotels or places for thew to sSay when visliting
outside of Shelr owm communitlies,helping the siek priects,ete, They are wall
gualified for shis bhenevolent task, &

Ve were rmazod to see how late it was bheffore we rekliged it and unwlllingly, we
left. ¥e gave them the food that I mentioned and aleso all of our spare cigarettes
(in our ease 3 carssons,vhich at 1, per package wes egquivalent to £456 on the
bartsr market,) :

I must spologize for pgo.ng into sll this detall,but I dié so for several reasons,
Firet of all this wne the most interesting and educatlion day I have spent awvay
from home, Secondly,I thought that Judy might be able to use pome of the inforwa-
tlon at a is%er date, Thirdly,I thought you might le% Fathser Leon and Chag,'hl
and Pat Shrook read the portion about the Fope and #t,Peter's Cathedral,

fitreas to Pat, if you should deoide to allow him %o read that, that 1% iz not
;ombucntzon. I am not looking for publicity,altho I don't want the people %o
orsget me,

With the sbove deseription I think that you will get much more out of the post
cardz that 1 will be semding Judy of views of Home, :

Wals,



