
F&m Ws&t ta $os* tf®dn©M&yf Juno g@th*
X havo 00 caeh to toil ?mn 1 &©nft know **w to begin* I doubt Ghettos* X *411
have fifiickad tho letter &y th© tina tfoe ©ail $o©g in*an& In tfo&t oaoe X tdll
@§H& in a partly enegi&dteft letter rather tshan h&we you be t?ith®nt a letter for
a &ay*
Xn ay l@ot X&tter X toi& you fctair X has roroafi your I3«ay lottor© In ®rQp©p seguon
and how atsoh pleasure thoy ta& offor&e& 019. Thsy &la© imde ci9 ro&lise tftat X
don't GS05fep ym£r fuedtlone* X &mm that ay i?ty>© of bating) la different then
aa*et m that a d§n"t need letters fros ymi in or<&Qr t© write long letter© (dent
infer that year letters aren't important to ©e boacuoo they or© eno of the
things that ma&so tills ftroy life tolerable).cad sine© X u@e ymir lettero ao &
morale bulldor rather than a basic for witing ©y letter® X don't iisuolly tmom
yoar qwostlann* 8my X therefore mi^gost that if you t&mt eort&ln <|U$atlono answered that you wlte a Vbail *dth your tguootlong on the©* leaving a epaeo for q
yoe or no ©nimar aM enelooe Sh@ Vnoil In one of your airmail lottorov Xn that
woy you ulll ho maro to got enm^sro to your qtaaple*3* x have decided that ny
style of iottor witing ahoultf probably be exiled &iaryio{ln cor© trasro than one
fh&r© ie ©no q*i©otion that X F©nenbGr#tfhlch X Hunt to nno^, TbXe conchas the
aoeuraoe of th$ na^opaper reports regarding tfca fighting.at leaot that vhioh X
horn @3$o$ri6n$e& &uring our pu^h. You eeeaed to fool t&at thsy tmro not tiling
-ll.but actually t&oy s?ero amasin&ly Goaurate.Eueh soro bo than even X esgteeted
Qo believe ^hnt sh@y toll yon* ^Horo are several tersa ^hioh they ©ay no© whiah
X want you to be able to plctnro vivlOXy* *&en they coy that flghtlsf la fioree
thoy mean Just tliat.ona thas moons that e@n aro tying on both ©i&es in largernuiihare tlinn uaaaX.cuRd that oheXXo ar^ ooo&r^ over at o Rroot cO.lp.ln faot it
ehmiia of41 to pair nind tho 6eooi*i3)tlan of tho firot fet? dciy© of the campaign.
That Gln{;lo Uttld oentonco oarrloo a ^orl£ of EOGfilng. ^'hen thoy say that the
eneoy in©tltuto^ jwe^ ^u^rd aotlen.n&et&ro a csall greu^ of aoopcrate tson in
tenitets>il^ fe®»utoft n«3lf-yi?opollGd ^ns nln^ed Mv^te^eottol^*^* jm@t beyonda hefuTla ^ road tehwo t5«>y can fire «t anything wMoh Qcy ceno dstjn tho roed
baforo t^ing oo^nf nit& rodiso tlmt tlio first lilies to antor thet fielfl of
fir© Hid 60 ua&miftM! &nd th<3roforo ouffored oamialtieo in oil prohshillty.
5;GUfilly this t^e of aotion involves tho r©ecwuiai(5«aftC6 troops or the combat
Gngineos*0(ro^fiSjor it \ms tho ©o^hat ea^lnoo»8 vjho Got hotr^sn An^io ^Qfi ourf*ont)&s& if thoy follow tho teaching tmioh thoy reo^Lved in thoir training
they oaa tesop their omm^ltloo Somi to a mlRimrofvt&* never go eroun^ © bendin tho roi^ or over a rise or dip in tho ros^i t&ft&ut first leaving thoir voht-
ole end inspootifig ths road oheaS to £K&e oufs that it 1q @&fe to h© travelod
on* However, in ttb hoat ef the battle t^ith ^ho oncisy rotroa^ng rspi&iy thoy
dto prono to not mnt to mast© tho tie© that thin t^es r^aft ao a reoalt ^Lll
suffer oaaua&tlOfl* Ho^mror thiu oeoplfioe of a tmf non ^11 rocult la the looa*
tion of &ie oneay troops e.'-d a odX for gJioII fire or anti-tenh guao or tanh
fiootroyoro to ho brought up to nullify t&© m^ist^ftw cmd as a raoalt tiill saveooueiderablc life ami limb of Hhc infsmtrymmt t-£io follow In t9io tjjilto of th©8©
Gdvcaoe elenento*
PatroXo are active oo^ns that groups of ecn'frorv both &ld@s ero gol^ out in
Qutabopc varying fro@ 6 on up to wbost any fumber up to a company to fins out
tfhat th^y etm about tho enooy* ?hlo io aootcesoonly dono at ai^ht anfi it is
not uaconnen to have soeeo hard fighting uit^ eaauc&tlGG eeeurring faring theco
fi^hte* Xn foot. X loot a very £3**d friend <Jurinc Just eweh en enga^osont*
fvon tho tfor^o 0oaouQltlao oro ll^it* hno aloonnotation \fhioh nust bo reseobere*
Ilsifl t3@@n@ hoopttoe^ for @om faaHieo bad in th© ^tateo.but fortunately thlc
involves only a fern fcE^Hieo inatoad of $hs|l@m& Rubber or fomiliee oono^paed
tfith Gush a tstat^a&nt ao °fixating is floreo safi blooSy°#
Go you ceo than if you pay attention to ©oa© of ths ^porontly oiqplo state*
canto fiada in ^ha novopa^oro you oon Rot a bettor picture of wh&t in ^}lng on
omong tSioo© coon up in tho front t&o oro involvul in *&m eotlon*



Sot? to get on t&th the moot pleasant end interesting experience that X have had
sines X loft the states, fh© other day one of tho infantry chaplains brought a
lottor to one of t&# isan in fay company tahioh ha had resolved from a priest
shorn he had visitad. It turned out that tho pri©ot mm a cousin of my man and
ho tarote a letter M&massd to mc beseeching eie to permit LeOlalr to spend &
few days trith hie. X laasediately oalled the colonel to find out if this ^ould
be possible and learned that X could send him in only for one day. ?hls X did
and that nl&hft heGlair was returned to ths eo&pany by ths priest and a compan
ion priest. They wanted to soot &® and oamo over to my tent to find me in bod
reading by candlelight, fhoy trere both clean cut men in their forties* talked
Snglioh ve^f t*ell,&n& ver© very very pleased that X had permitted ths cousin,
^hoszst he had never soon before, to visit %?ith hla. Shey invited me to visit with
them, and X promised &*&t 1 would and would bring heglalr with so. $he iraprosaalon X received fro© them in ths short visit at oidnite was that X tsroulfi have
a most enjoyable time whan X visited with theeu
the opportunity presented itself ths very next day.and John,Van and X* using
LeClair as driver* sinoe no more than four can ri&a in a $&&pt went to the
monastery, surprisingly John and X were slightly aoquontad wife the place,
having stopped thero the firat night **e ware in Home to oontaot our Regiaental
headquarters which ^rare situated in ths grounds.
The monastery is located on one of the seven hills of Heme. Monte Marie* and aw
a result has a auperh viet? of 1&© city. The entire grounds and buildings and
personnel ainsply oatide an atmoephoro of peaeefuljfnass and rest, and It was most
pleasant just to be there* The grounds are beautiful with asmi-formal garden©,
flowering trees an& shrubs of all coloro an£ shades, innumerable treas of allmanner and dooo^iption,including tho striking cypress as well as other evor<*
greens. ^h©nt too. there oao a certain portion of the grounds under cultivation,fh& building ®«ro o^Har to many others seen in Rome, eonai& ting of tvo groups,
one (they don11 think of it as old) was built 150 yoarc -ago.but you'd never
guest* it* ^hile tho other le quite recent* Those buildings koto eeverafi ^ithvine© having large purple flower a, locking && slightly like larkspur.but tlth
an odor of o^aat pea* At the time of our visit tho flavors tore in thoir second
blooming,and tore not profuae,but tho fathers told us that in the spring thereare go ©any purple flowers that the leaves of the vines are not visible, and
the aroma is delightful all thru the area*
m spent th© first portion of our visit meeting th© various members of tho group
and it $as such a pleasure, They exuded such a t*holeeese, cleanly and friendly
atmosphere. X tras «§uita surprised at the conglomeration of nationalities tghiohwor© present. fhere t?as a vanarable patriaoh siith a whit© board reaching to his
ehaat, An Amtnenian of ?0 who t?as treated Kith coneidarahl© respeot by oil pr&~
sent, and ^Ith whose laportane© vm were repoatedly impressed by our hosts*Then there vao a haadsese youth (84 years old) fre&Ouba who had one nora year
of training to undergo before he ^©nt to the 3 tat as to attend Harvard i&ers ho
planned to take a course in applied psychology. He spoha a smattering of English
with a meat cultured and gentle voles and it #aa a pleasure to liatan to hi©*
A ftealcan priest, a Japanese priest, and a numbor of othorn trhose origins &e
did not learn, completed the pieture, except for our t&o hoc to. These tf@r@
French Canadians t?h© had spent ssny years? in Hose at this monastery* Father
Giuseppe (t&am m oalled Father Joe) was LeClalr^ cousin and had lived inKalne until ho taas 18 so that ha spoke English vary troll, despite the fact that
ho tras always apologising for his inability to espress himself, ascplalming that
he had not spoken Sngliok for £3 yoarauntil the Americans ooptttre& floma* His
vooatulary was far hotter than the &M/ro$0 A&artoan's, probably because he «ae
using his hnot&e&ge of othor languages &e a basis for o©lection of English wordsthe other hoot was Father Girar&u boliava) «ho also spc&e a deli^tful English,
altho not quite as fluidly an did Father Joe* 7h©y ioaadiately brought out some
Khito ^Laa ^hieh they had Just received from velotrigone of t3i© to^na ^hloh \?e
had oaptured and near t&loh my unit had fought* We were Joined by a group of 4



@nll$t@& man from Ko&fg&sfital ^.Q.^&o had Biu«do tho aequmttaee of th® fathom
at the time B.Q. ^aa otationM in th® faon&atary ground* sinoo all frf u® ^oro
intareot&l in going to th© Vatican to ($$0 tho Fep6,we inwo ansM© to ^aate
tnueh ties teaauoo tho Pope esn only bo ooon in tfto mornings* Knowing of tho
shorty® of R(\Q$m toft ftrou^jh a 3 Gallon tin of gao in t^ith ua.&o thet #iefatliero oaul& <&»1to uo around in tSoir whiol®, nlnoe, if ws tosh tho Jeep*
u» unul& have to leave ©no ean to otand @uas7& on it ea& that touia Eflffii Aat
ho muld not be able to sea 3ho sights* Pother Jo© solved ^hlo problaa by
tailing along on© of the prieotfl,anfl ho ww left to guard tho Jaap tahile uatTont in to goo tho iopo.
uo ro&e down to ^o Vatican in %w» Fiats and tho Joep,brought by the regimental
HQ group* Father Jos &^>lalnod that the Flat in which m* tjoro riding fomorly
belonged to & very influential Jew of Koo©,t?hoa they had eavod free persecution
Originally -ko&o ha£ a population of from 6000 to 12000 Jews and this haa rum
dropped to 4000,tho reofiinaor having none by one of th© numerous GOtSaods*aess© «ent to- Af^iarioa to avoia persecution, ©thorn were tahsn by tho German© for
labor battalions or for proatituteo.oft^ora tsant to other ol^Lao*and otill
others wore fedHjaK^qiga^ic^^imsi removed to coaetmtration et^G or uaro esardored.
mon tho O^meno first toofe over eeoa.t&oy dooaMed 60 Kiiograoo of polfl fro©
the Je&o as protection against being nnrraooed* 'Tho Jews «ar© only able to
raise 38) Kg* and the J^opo donated tho ©shop EOKfs* Despite tho paycont of this
gold,ths ©eroana persecuted the Jeun* ^o avoid thia*@any OathoXlo prieots, attho ris& of thoir lives,oholtored largo nuiaboro of 3mm in thoir homao anft
hulldlngo. Xt waQ in ap&raolatlon of tdiio klnanoaa that that Jotfiah friend ofthe fathom had given thssa $aa Flat, father Joa also told ne> that th© very
firat oarvioe hold in the Jmriah tfyaa&oo after tho occupation of R<&>o by the
Allies \ma ®n© dedicated entirely to the fcppreointion of the bifulnoaaoa shorn
to th© J mm by the docbere of OathoXlelam*
on arrival at 0t»P$£@ira, $*a trm Fiats were parolttafl to drive into tho ground*
baoauao thoy f*tej'$hQ Vatican flag,but the Joop v?m turned booh ana hea & pari
on ths outaiaa* Sfcs S^iat in tahioh ^o rods ^a@ in a bad ^my, and Kept Pathor
Olrard feiay ouoh of t5\o a^« Firct of all the battery vrn« fieadf^n6 @a a result
ho Siati to parh ths our in e«no vary out of the tfay :aoo in oruer to have a
<5otmgrii&© to iiojjp th& oar start up* Actually thlg* was not at all nedoasaryeinoo a Fiat la not csaoh larger than a Croolay.^oil m omld have oasily pushed
it to get it startod* ^hsn tSmro wac trouble with a laahy tmtarhooa.and as a
raault wo had to ntoo repeatedly to put oore wat®r into tho relator. H©st
there trao an aooumulfitlon of oarbon in ths aparh piugo duo to She n&ooeoity of
uaing naphtha baoauao of ®*& oiiort'^e of qi>q. Ti&q he had to oloan out t^ios
during Vm day* Finally tUoro mm a flat tire Tdhloh had to bo r$pai&sa* theFiaS t^ss in aoro nocd of now tiros,but niaaa ^Itoq ^oro unsvoHnble oscopt on
tho blaoh aarhot*(>nd sinoo the prios on this earbot uao ^:^So per tiro, t&mt
trao out of She queotion*
Thor© teas ^uito a ors^sd tmltln^ to have en aSuionoa tfith the I^opa9ao that T/e l!
to wait far t|Ulto oono timo*hut tho time *ms not caotod boeauao m had the opf
tunity of tdlting uith Fnthor Jos* lie oallod our Gttentian to tho e&rble col*unmo which for® the ixsperfoot oirolo around She* ©oplanad© in front of 3t*Patoi
Thsao oolunme bM been ra^tov&d fro@ tho ColioocuD oonturioa ago .and %o one of
tho roanoao that tho ColinacuD la nmt 1 ruins* They ase eis^o of a marble tfho«
^soaraneo Improves vith a^G,Juat Uhe the oarble tishioh vo om in tho Italian
building of Rootofellor oentor,ot\ly thoaa oolu£3no nra not poliohea as arethoeo at tha Cantor* ius t told you in a previous lott@r,tha entrance to tho
Vatiean is t^ tba fight as you face sit*Pot^*s* ^hla oatranoo la oafi© thru a
tremendous branao door \ft&oh haa oovornl oponlnge in it* On festival oooaalon
both halvoa of this largo bron&o door are opened to allow th© publle to enter
Only one woo apon tduilo wq ws&9 there* Aa vo all Knotf, tjh© Pop© io on ©Htrese
ly ahre^? nol&tal^Lan*an& to eKpreofli his dloapprovol of th® German oooupation 0the oity,ho hM olooed thla hslf of tha door an£ had only pes^lttad th© us© 0
a ^filler door inset in i^,^5iieh required each portion to atop high over tho
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foot of tho small door oinoo it S&g&'t reach all the wy to tho floor* Uhen
Mtler viaita4 Hosse.th© Pqpe feared that he sight oom to tho v&tie@n* an in
cident t&lch ho e§u£# not prevent beeauee f&tler could, merely eeso go a
oightseer* *\j prevent thie#h» elooad tho Vatican for X ssonth far ^repairsand renovation* and ho, himself,went into tho country for a rest* Subtle
politico, ysav
tfe alee learned that the Vatican puts out a daily nm?op«per °I1 Salvator©
Xtaliana0 t&loh teept &ie Italian people informed of uorld news no it ^?ao*
rather than as the propaganda of the fascist nations interpreted it* Fatner
Joe told ug that while the Geraane trere present, freedom of movement of civil
ians tfoo greatly lifted,and ae a result very few people ea©e to the Vatioan
or iioywhero elee. for that natter. $iaee the AUlee have token over.large
orotjue coqo esi& the r&ativee ore (ill over the plnee* ?his he didn't nave to
tell us for we easy it t&th our otm eyes* In foot* any tseeh&ay in Rome loeho
like a Sunday in ths atat@n,uith ootherD ana children in the parks, and tre-
sondcua erowua tialhlng aic^Leeely along the boulevards.
Goah*—TiDQ'e up ana X haven't even gotten into the Vatloan* 'foil, X'll eon-
tlnue this afternoon*
I'm continuing t&ero X left &f£ in the last letter, with us stan&lRg outside
the hronae door of the Vatloan Haitian for the erotsfi to start moving. Actual
ly the brona© door is not solid hronae,but ha© a sheet of bronae over a thick
wooden oeh door* You could leave it to us ($Xs to notice that the oslt door tme
rM&led t&th holee ends by ttsrmltofi*
father Joe tola us that wa raight be permitted to tmJdt up &o aaoyel stairs11
which faeefi the entrance or that t?e &i/*ht use another portal to the right to
go up to see the Pope* He explained that it mm dom the royal etaire that thi
Pope cane to hel£ case at 9t.Peters.and that on special festive eeenelone hewee earriad down these staire in a beautiful eh&lr* borne en the shouldere of
hie palace guards* Xn order to make this aooent without a anger of the Pope
beln unseated, tho otairs are built wfth broad depth ef etep but erily a twm
inehea rise in each step* Hhe stairs thomselvoo are moderately ^i&e* holding
about ? people abreast,and are extremely lon§,^th attraetivo ceiling mid
only moderately elaborate in eoeparlsen to t3i© rest of the v^tiean*
At the broa&o door entrance stood a guard.piotureequely elcd in po^uer blue
uniform from head to feet,with fcniefcers,hiue oteehinge reaohing to the
ftaleteersfft uhilto elrouiar collar whieh stands out v&r? vividly against t&esolid blue,and ^$U head oovered by a large taia. Xt le osaotly like the
palntin&o of Xtaliano an seen in tho t3i&die A&e*?* He stood at the aoor taltha tell rifel with bayonet uneheated,and Q^t^f time an off leer rauld pass he
would elich hie heels together* Itrealnde& me of one of the ereuatarlt stories
finally the erotsd tallied forward and ele^Ly ascended the stairs. Ae wo roaohcthe tops we wore ^iven a small mcdnllion in a paehet* The room %mQ already
oroides ^Lth soldiers of the American and British forces, French soldiers
being eent into t&o nest hall* Offieere wire oop&rated fres enlleted een and
sent up to the front of the room nearer the dale on %&leh eat tho Pope* a
brilliant red throne. She hall in «hieh he was to receive us is ealled the
Royal hall and la a tremendously large roe© tilth beautiful gold Gelling, in*miraerablo paintings on the t*all, eaeh depleting a religioun ocene* One of
these ohenea the pope returning to the v&tle&n after being oalled in Avignon,
France. Another depleted a oceno fro® one of the religious t^rare. All these
pedntin^a are the tmrk of fsmeuo artiote, nafl iftienever a peps has tforfc done
by artiste X!Mmjmtim&$B$i&B^^ or dooe r-ny recenetruetlon v^erjialKiut the Vatican or it@ properties, a large rnarhie plague is plaeed in '
the violnlty of the fiorh Riving eredit to the ope. Thus it is quite easy
to tell t&ieh Pope torn reaponeible for which pieces of t?or&* since we still
haa a* period of waiting before tro oatr his eminenee, X t?ao all eyee as to



tfhfit X 00U141 oee, &ne$*lag that you woul& be interested* $be pag>sl usher* who
separated the ameers fro© the enlisted men %m& ftroo-efi in bright res. velvet*
ana ma e^fs'<mt*?tan&^ in hie breeehee of Imee length. Faster Joe tried to
bring up tho enl&£te& sea in our group of S.but tareae stepped by thle ueher* He
spe&e ^ai&t&v i?ith hlo fer a while oafi the tteher mved him on* X was eurieus aas to utaft angle imr&e he ha& said that breu^st dbeut thte violation of rules.
sinee there t?ere about 3000 people in the room it we ehvioue that it ta&s
neaeeeary to adhere otrietly to rulee if order mm to be maintained* ^atherJoe told me that he had explained hie prediea@ent of having a sdsed ero^d of
offieere and enlisted. @en*aful e^reeeed a fear that he mi^t becoae separated
from tfoe onliotefi men for tgfcose he was responsible* so the ueher pas^ltted his
to peas*
Father Joe talked eenetaatXy to us end aeon had en mt&lenee of faaf core than
our group of @* Xt was a liberal caseation to be near him. Th© Vatican pmr&e,
feswua in their wm right,ore quite an attractive group. I&ey are all 6 feet
or sore tali*ha&&@e&c men all, native titles b&m.warin^ a costume wfcieh vm
originally deelgaea by Mlehelangele* 2hie eonGiotod of a plmaed helmet of
patent leather fgleea* a striped suit of shirt ana hniehers,ttith soe&s and
gaiters to satoa of oee»blful alternating atrlpee of goia and blue* fafih hada Ipfloe about 6 ft* long with a battle ase (X think that is «hat it tms)near
the upper end ch^ped something like a tapir* ^hey etoe4 at a position e<gulv&»
lent to our parade reettbut permitted their eyes to wander around tbe room*
Ifceae Swiso guards have reeolved the privilege of &uar£lng; the rope beeanee
of a heroie rear guard action of &?!oa soldiers in the years long poet,^hieh
resulted in tit® Sulea soldiers being vdped out but allowed the iNipe to ese@pe
hie antagonists*
As ye faced the papal throne, a largo door on m& left opened into the &i@tif$s
shape! .probably the ©out foBOua of the many famous rooms ef th© Vatloaa* Onour right an open doorway led into the Sueal HaXX^elGieet as beautiful a hell
ae the Hoyal hrll; snd to our rear \m& another ha£l*elosed fro© our viev by a
red velvet dr$po,%ghlch we tjot© told r^ic tJhe Pauline hall, built by Feae renins
XXX or XV* At tout th& time that rather Joe liM reaehed tfoia point in hie
eSneatiofiel talh to ua,the llfghto went on in the room as a eignel that ths
'ope &ae en hie ^y to our hall* Immediately the reoo beesme oilent.^iiah
ispreseea* father Joe greatly* He told u# that if the roe® had been filled t^ithItalian ffOlOlero there would have been aa ineraaein^ hubbub end puehlng tmuld
etart. *lia Pex&p first stopped in the meal hall,^hero he oddreoeefi the French
goldiere in French* He then hob pfqq&&q& into our roots by hie personal ^uardo
yhe «are blue serge eults with long treusere Bn# with large golfi opauleto at
the ^Wldere. He fallowed thoa in ohartly.
The Pope &ae i^^^i&tely preeeded by his personal representative, who 4i€ ftoth
lag that X eould see eseept otaad behind the Pope after he had aeeenSedi to his
dais. «*he Pope was Hreeeed tand looked just lihe all ^ie pioturcQ tfhieh one ees
of him,t?i^i ^hite garoente and a onall tifolte ohull o@p set Tfoll bagh en hie
head* He addreeeed a blessing to his audience and then in eaeellent ^ngiieh
with only a alight Xtalian Aeeent,hardly netleenble.and in a very ^ell modulat
volee he addressed ua ulth a few tsordc to the ef feet that sinee ^o lived euoh
perilous lives net? \ma Vw time for us te ceae oloeer to &ed* X m told thatthe Pope ie ^uite a llngui&t* fluently speaking at least V different languageo.
He emm from a very proainent Italian f@aiiy,the P^eelli'@9ana p^ier te feio
oGCcndlng th© papal throne *mo a feroisn a^aeeaSoc* for the papaey. Polleninghis short eMreos he told us %im.t he ^suld blofif? all religidue objeete ^hieh
tre had ^ith no, X hM bought a pretty orosa and chain for Father Keoa.^nd a
rosary for Charles tftsl* X t^»u#.t thrt X laight send tfoo medallion to rat %Wmsinee they mm ell ble^&eu by the I^pe,and X feel that they tmuld be greatly
^predated by the reeiplonte?.
X also arranged te have eoee oertifieates whieh had been blessed by tho Pope
sent to ve& to he £»lvsn to those n&@ss written in them.
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After blooding the reXigieue obJeotn,tho ?q&q EtoeaE hands ^ith theee neaa*
the daio* It tf&s tatereeting that he inquired tihethor the pemon was toerioan
before shafting han&e* aad did mi fshake tho hand of any ether nationality. X am
not sure aa to hie reanon for thlo*hnt felt that it might be hie ftlplomtio
way of expressing diaeatiofaotion witli eociethin^ that 8a&l and haA done* The
group in the ream orm?dc& fer^sru to dhako the dope's han& an& fcioo hie ringend X stepped aside beeauoe X felt that the meaning to tHem tfoulfl be greater
than to ©e,and &14a't want to deprive then of the privilege* Xn faot,one sol
dier present tola us that this wm the third time that he had come to see the
Pope la the hope that he ^ould be able to ehake hie hanS and had net been able
to get oleoe enau&ht o hi© to do so until this visit.and then only on Father
Joe's insistence that he press forward and take the rope's hand*
\$q ^ere ell Interested la eeclng the 3lctlne chapel,but its doors &ere looked*
Father Joe waited for tho silling throng to leave ana then et&rted thru chan
nels to ^et the door &ptm, ;e all tagged &long t^ith hi© wherever he went and
finally after talking to four different people he reached the guardian of the
©hspel tfho kindly eoneented to open the ehapel for ue*
Ae you knot?, the 8istlne ehapal is famous for the muralo of ftiehQlanftelo.and
X am sure that you have road hot? he laid on a ©a1#tP©ee on hie bank for long
yearn vhilo he painted the celling. Xf X re&enher rightly,there was a periodof 8 years tsftere he didn't even m& doim off hie oeaffold. ^he coiling depicts
rellglaug eeenea frem the Old Teatasaent and is ispessibl© to describe baeeuee
of the tremendous njBount of detail. ^h© roe® 1b tremendous,both in height,
bongth and t/idth,so that all of the paintings are quite large. At one end,near the altar.io Hiohelangelo's toaeterpleee, tile Last Ju%ment. This occupies
the entire wall,and X believe wis his last work. The remaining &all3 vtere
painted by ether famous painters, Xt lo in tho eiatine chapel that the else*
tione to& naming $ie net? Pope are Dade after th© ^eath of the last one*
y*o then returned to the monastery tihere, aftemnctfcor glass of* the potent ^ine,
i&leh made ell our heo&s uhlrlttfe enetered tho dining hall—a large room tjith
a long table and lor^e ohaire widely epaeed* ?He furniture in the roes, very
attraetlve, uae probably aa old as the building* Father Joe ?md Anther ftirardate tdth us,Millie the other Fathers did a diaappearing set* The food* t&lle
very simple, \me really esoellent* ve started off with barley soup (reo^esberhow X loved ltv Well. X still do.) next was a fried egg and groeoell. Then sofs
sold luneheea meat tmieh so@e Italians had otelen from the $gr&aa8 and then
cold to the Father without his ftnot&ai&e of ite aouree. Hoaeoade sake—•slsilc
to the plain sponge eake which you used to make for go, *.?ith apricot Jam, a
produet fro© their Otm trees* Apriooto galore, wine anu finally OX eoffee* X
timet mention tho delleious blaek ro&is %?hieh they ©a&e. X really ate oy share
of thsm. fhe wine loosened all our tongues so that m were hsveing quite an
enjoyable tiae* Father Joe we so eager to shot? us cere of the Vatlean thathe rushed us away deoplte the fact that tre wre enjoying oureelves gy&atiy.
we waited for ?at$*er Girard in the esplanade of the .it .Peter's cathedral,and
Father Joe told us a few stories while \m malted* The esplanade tma planned
by the Italian Bcam!no,t?ho did an amaaing amount of t^ork all over tho city onVat loan property* Xt 1# £SG yards aorooQ,hae the t^e eesd.elrelea of eolusine
that X previously doaeribed to you. There are S84 oalaana in this Rroupjusd
all having been removed from the Collseeu@,an£ on top of these aslusfna are
100 eta&ie&repre8entln£; saints* Xn the center of the espl(made,near ths front
entrance,io a tall obelisk ?&ieh hao a oroes cm its top,auppo&e& to contain asmall frafflent of the original oroos on \fhioh ^t.Peter wsae crucified* She
Obelisk hod been planed in the squ^e by Hero,and required a tremendous numbs
of mm to put it there* ?he otory ie told that ^hile the ^ork mm bein^ dene,
everyone maa forMdden to talk en penalty of death ami that an Xtallan eea&aaaeted that one of the repee bein^ uced in the ^erk heS dried out end tms be*
ginnlas to breeit* He e&lled out that ^ater ehoula be applied to the rope,andtnofe&ad of hie beins pat to death for npeafeing-tho Pope raised his end honor

*"* ~— *m^««j> «a\m lAAsma Sa e)u» ?mmo Al l
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PoXd Sundaya. ffh&s th&v ntHl fio after mere than 5 eenturiae* By thlo time r^thr
©irii^l hc& returned ftpon par&is&s the ear and ^e want b&sk into th© Vatican with
hopes of seeing ee©e ef Siaph&el*® ^serhe. However,**© t/oro too late and enlfi not
get ps&leslen te eater it. -ie therefore returned te 'Jt*Petere Oathedral* fatherJoe continued hie e&unatlonal talkAtellla& us that st.Petera mo lot) years abulia.

!,and hc& been flnl&hea in the 17th oentury. Xt ^as planned by Michelangelo vhc
finally De&e it ao en oual armed oress (&atln areas,! believe it is ealled),with the dome to represent a deete similar to the Pantheon,hut large enough co

that at.ieter'o could be considered the either ehureh of Same* Aeutally,althe
at.retere is right nest to the Vatican, it in really net the official ehureh of
Hose,but at.John*a yhieh is older it* eonoldored to be thin.
Ae one enters st.^eter'o free the hot sun outdoor*;,ho ie struck by a oeol breeze
and notes that ths temperature irtalde io naieh cooler than that outside. Actually
the temperature lei just about oonatant the year ro\m^ because of $*e trenon&ouoly
t&iek walls and great height.
fhe nave of at*Peter's la approximately £00 yard?! long* Xt is leo feet high and t
the nave ie 00 feet uMo except at the gross* As X »entioned,the nave too orig
inally designed as en e^ual-oideti ©roso.but later Berolno, t#b© X mentioned
earlier,&©t the ope to agree that & vouia be core striking if the vortical partof the erase wao lengthened (cireek Cross; X may have theo reversed,but X think
not)* Tain wan agreed t»,anfl ? ©rnino then nefle the espl&ne&e with csarbie anfi
coluome taken from the Collsseu@* Tim day X visited St*Peter' a trna supposed to
be an especially iEpert&nt day beeause of the unveiling of the body if a Pope vho
bad died 30 years ago* He was supposed te be in a rather goad etate of preserve**
tion but X felt that ho waa GsasGiified in that his faee was entirely hiee& t&th
erosion of the lip oM tho forehead* &any people had eof?e te oeo this unveiling
and meet of Shea t&nld kneel on the oarble floor and pray for a tsi&le after see
ing the &eaft ?epe* Beneath the 11? meter high dene cits a tell eenapy (4¥ metere
toH-*~stx>ut im feet} tsith colusns made of bronze an& &el&* Beneath the altar of
this canopy lies the body of Bt.Feter. Xn front of the altar are 1BO Isapo of
gel&.tfhieh before the r?ar imre all burning continuously,but einee the ohertsg*of oil only about 1ft of thera are kept burning. ?he rope ie she only one who ever

masa from this altar.
Along the long portion of the nave,on each ei&G.are X/>r#© statue© of tho foundersof i&fferent sects of the Celtiolle religion, a bronae statue of &t*?eter to in-*
elu&afi in thio &roup and slnoe it ie the euatoa of Catholics t&o visit the c&th~
eflral to kiss the toes of the ©tatue and then to place their foreheads an it, the
toeo of the right foot of the statue have been practioally worn amy. on 31. Peter*
festlvel.&hleh X believe starts tOQorrov,the papal ring is put on one of the fin-
gera of the stasia and then everyone kisses the ring*
we continued te sake the rounds of the cathedral eocse^hat hurriedly in the hopes
of going up into the &om@ but when ^e arrived ttiere m found that it had been
closed for the day* X do *ant to oentlon the statue of the lions by Ganov, the
forecast oeulptor of lions in the irorld* Xt lo^ary reallstle»an£ by noma secret
oroceao he ©von worked inside the liens south frivinr it a palate and ether normal
structures* X ©entlon thio because you probably re^etaber the story of hotf Ganova
got his start* Xt aeeae thet he uao tforkln& in the kitchen of a vbtp^ rich noble-sen and they irer© having q very formal affair. Xt ao happened that the pastry
cook1 b Eiiooterpieee did not turn out rl^ht and it wirs too late to ranke another
elaborate sake,so Oimovn.Uie lml,adl;ed for peraiaolon to make eeaething in the
limited tlse available* This permission t?ae Riven querulously* CRjnovn then took
a slab of buster and earved a llon.perfeet In ©vov^r detail, the noblenan on oee-
log ^iio eaQtorpieee,called the lad to hin and eoGplinontmi his nstH cent tils tosoheol for oore training* i>q you remcraher the story in the e srly days of school*?
we than tmnt outside and waited around uhlle rather dirard ©loaned the spark i
plufjo of the ear. t?hlle X ime waiting.X received a eoet uaueual souvenir fron .st.Vetera. Xt %ms given bo by the oyiabol of one of the trinity, the holy $ioet. ;
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St.Ieter's as thsy are in ths steeple of ths Methodist ohurch across the way so
you see that reoei1' - souvenir frooone of these relatively few doves is quite
a n u n u s u a l - r e n i r c o n s i s t e d o f s a m e d r o i a g o w h i c h s t r u c k a s o n t h e
left shoulder. Just as tho the dove were dubbing se a knight. Actually, at the
cement*! wanted to be a knight of tiie bath,but sifter heine assured that this
most unusual souvenir was supposed to bring very good fortune,2 decided that
s i n e s t h e r e w a s ™ t i l i n g I i t i t o t h e r t h a n w i p e a w * y t h e e x c e s s , I
might as well accept ths honor philosophically.
Our ;i*xt stop wan at Garibaldi rark,vnioh is situated on one of the seven hills
of items,and consequently has a bsuatlful view of the town. I had not he an ths re
before ana enjoyed it very audi, -ixere is e tremendous etntue of Garibaldi,one
of ths Italian patriots and unifiers,which is store or lees the center piece of
the park. The park is beautiful in a aAet,peaceful %my,*.nd is thoroly used by
the rtoaans. It was simply full of children and their watchful raothere,sitting
on the lawns beneath the shade of the trees. Xt made tie feel a bit homesick,
seeing all thoss children playing in ths park rso peacefully* It's funny how you
and the children r*re always forging into the foreground of my thoughts. Ko nat
ter how difficult or how pleasant ths situation,I always find myself thinking
of your fSCCtlon to It; thanking God that you are not present when things arc
tough,and yearning for you to be having ay pleasures when X spend time so
pleasantly as I did during my visit with the priests.
t)ur next step isms at the church c.Hary Malor*s,alse oalled 'St.Mary of the
Snow. Thin is a beautlfu? v rge church, i.e. oowpsred to American churches, but
not with the tremendous churches of *ome. There in an interesting story
regarding its building. It seems that two wealthy Hocan gentlemen had been con
sidering the erection of a church in honor of the Christ Mother. One icy in ths
aid; ie of a very hot august, each,separately,lied a vision in which the woly
Virgin tolc them she would f*ive theej a aipn as to where to erect t ' .
that very day it snowed on the spot where tiie churoh was subsecuently erected,

felt that this was the «lf<n fchrt Kary had irrtended then to recornixe.
now is famous for several things* -he geld la Its ceiling is

o f the fi rs t go l i a r r i ve In I ta l y f rom the go ld rush in Ca l i fo rn ia fo r
p o s o i ; i s fi r r. t t o o o m e f r o m A m e r i c a a t a n y t i m e , I ' n u t n o t w i r e ) . I t
has a famous relic, ths crib of Christ, It has the wont artistic ehadel i
R o i ; t h a t p r y u a a n s i n t i i e w o r l d , f h l s l a n i a p l b e a u t i f u l w i t h p a i n t -
lngs of great beauty,stntuss and has rsllsfa that are striking. It is wemtb
anion's time to spend at lea;;t an hour in this chapel. ?hanftoo,it has the
nest expensive chapel In hone,l*e»,filled with article* or gold and preelous
stones,and rare r.srbl . >wever,one of the things f^r which it ia aost famous
is its festival of nt.Kary at M&lofc time in addition to an elaborate ceremony,
there is a steady showsr of whits ross petals floating down over the scene dur
ing the entire ceremony. Bfcls is to simulate ths snow in the middle of August
end is said to be both beautiful and heaven-scented. 0 petals scatter as they
are Aropp^. fro* tits aoais and spread over a large arcs in ths church te s tfepth
of aeveralx inches. It really oust be beautiful.

We never vis itea Iks 6ol is scum, which I now saw in a different light then I had
on uy previous visit beoause I now knew that all its beauty had been stolen
froe It,i.e.,it« marble columns and marbls walls, to make the nt. star's Cath
edral a place ofbsauty. as you Know, it is an immense structure formerly seat
ing 80,000 people* fhs floor of the arena is no lon^er^mooth but hnti had numer
ous small biiilOin s of bricK built in it many years ago to house a «oo. Th*
seats have all been removed,probably to make marble steirs for some of ths
rsli* imis buildings,end the bricks which are now In the walle ere really a
modern restoration to r.eep the snaps and siae of the former magnificent bull 1-
Next we vent to another of Rooms** famous nils to the ] incae Park,which is core
exclusive than ftaribaldi Park, sinoe it is in a richer neighborhood. It is s
tremesdnous park with statues,fountains,artificial lake and beautiful lawns
end tress. Again, |hin park is cmasingly well ussd by ths Homano. Fro* a balus-***** ■*■*■*• «• * i<*v*viv viaw of Horns with ct.meter's Cathedral standing orer '
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it l ike a mother pro testing her :stsra,and a viev; of the Vittore fiaanuol state
s s u p p o s e d a t t e r n c a t e t h e A c : . i s o T A t h e n a . Ve r e t u r n e d t o t h e
mon&eteryjWhioh «3 X sal m a hi l l ,no in 3 aucoss steps *s wors able toset Rome frora 3 different hills cad therefore 3 different aspects—the wet .the
east and the north. To see the world1 J ^os5 beautiful oity (id my opinion) from
3 different views was indeed a Pleasure.

our way up tc monastery ve passed the liouo of riussollnl's mlstress,and he
did very well fior her. the house in a v&ry modern type,of »ture,aad si the not
too *1 secrets cm the outside, is supposed to be extro-.ely so. on the inside. The
house is now being used as an oprhanage and aaternit;. ;«oiHJital— te is a f.rim
Jester, frcsj the roof of the monastery we were able to set 'ths spot where
ollni i lsftACd to build a tremendous statue of himself overlooking the Forum
of Kussolinl.However,ths fatso of war destroyed this by melting it down for cannor

After another drink of wine wo were shown thru ths monastor.y itself* ano" lenrned
that thsy have Z a; i among their brethren wiio do beautiful work,ens of those
b e l n ^ t h s J a p a n e s e . r e a l o v e l y l i t t l e c h a p e i w h i c h i s i n t h e p r o c
ess of bsl.ng repainted* Alone tedious procedure* two artists have been working
o n I t d a i l y f o r l u i v e o n l y fi n i s h e d 1 / 3 o f t h e - c o l l i n g . 6 e a l s o v i s
ited the cellar which wno filled with large flasks of wine end c "res,had to
have enotfa latin of wina. As arssult,! was beginning to get slightly on the
tipsy side. It was a good thing-that ve then sat down to supper r.o that 1 CO mid
got some feed Into me to help neutralize ooae of the absorption of the wine. ?up-
pcr B ^ed of the same soup that wo had at noon,a Spanish omelet which was
deilolou8,string bccnsfths unurl dark brssd,mors vine (which 2 had to refuse)and
coffee ( r ?;»riooto. I go into detai l on the meals because It is quite an
etc ishment to cet food in oms and I want to give you en idea of what the
priests eat. To make sure that we did not eet them out of house and home we left
then boxes of X rations when ve were leaving and they were overwhelmed since they
seldom have meat sn< a they love our Kraft cheese nnji chocolates*

After supper we sat arounc end and believe me,those saintly rasa are ex
tremely well educated In general knowledge, and also in -.world affairs. I
led - -hat thei r orusr existn chiefly to help other pr iests,g iv ing thsm haven
in tinea of duress, srrsnfcing hot sis or places for them to stay-when visiting
o u t s i d e n n o m m u n i t i c s , h e l p : . e n i c k p r i c e t p , e t c . y a r e w e l l
qual ified for this benevolent tai ,
we were -masou to sss how la te i t VM re we rea l i zed i t i Tr i l l l ng ly,we
left, is r,nve them the food that I mentioned and S3 3.1 of our spare cigarettes
(in our case 3 oartsons, liioh at 1* 0 pmr package was equivalent to Mb on the
bsrter market*)

I mus t spe log ise fo r go ing in to a l l t h i s de ta i l , hu t so fo r csvera l reasons*
Fir- t I all tills was the most interesting and educ tion day I have spent sway
from ho?Bo. Secondly, ! .ht that Ju i t be CblS tc use some of the informa
tion at a Later date. ?;jlrdly,I thought you might let er i.eon ems' *hae.' hi
sn& Pat Qhrook read t ertt i sjboul t ie .ops anc .. eter's Cathedral.
>tre^j to Vr>.t, if you should deoids to allow him to read that, that it Ik not
forpublioation. I am not looking for jxibllcity,altho I £on't want ti ie people to
feMgl t me.
With the above description I think that you will get much more cut of ths pest
cards that 1 will be 'seeding Judy of views of Rem**

I t .


