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T-decided to start tosmorrowt s letter now, virile 1'have some bi » since 1 find
'bha';ﬁg %ezfﬁaii 11113 int’cl%e mornings, and have to cut gw 1ettergﬁs‘lb1§§?b.to fisa 1 Ciogve)
s want bo answer a question or two that you asked in the hre t i
I received last nite. Regarding ‘the dates on those lette?:-rs being postr;arkzéi bzféze'et:gg gha%gh
I had written on the letter, 1 imagine it was one of two thingsethat caused this, Either I
Wwas wrong in my date, w}:uch is very easily done because we lose all sense of time when we are
in combat, or (and T think this is more likely) the APO forgot to change the date on the sbanmg
with .whn.ch they were marking ‘the mailes As far as my lebters being read by amyone, wWhomsoever
I think that even theluic.lea 1s ridiculous, The mail is handled by mail clerks at all times anc’l
could not possibly get in anybody elsetls hands. Our mail clerk receives ny letters just before
he ’gakes them to the battalion. mail clerk, which he does just before the mail leaves the bat-
talion for the division post:office. It would be impossible for the mail to be intercepted in
this phase of its transportation. Obviously, the only possible way for my mail to be read by
the battalion group would be if it was returned by the censor for some infraction of rules,
and since most of the lebters zo uncensored, and since T am careful not to write anything whic
‘might be construed as a violation of censorship rules, I don't think that we have to worry on
.’cha‘c- score. The business of censorship is a delicate thing at best, since it dinfringes on the
freedgom of speech, and as a result , in order o prevent being accused of prying into af-
fairs which have nothing to do with censorship, the postal authorities are extremely careful
even to the extent of not permitting officers fo talk about the contents of letiers, despite
the fach that they might be extremely amusing or have some special significance. They actual=
1y teke disciplinary measures on ‘those who are caught violating these ruless That is what
happened with the one letter that was returned to me, For thal reason I have never felt any
hesitancy about writing anything which I wanted you to know, despite the fact that it might
have caused no end of ombarrassment if it had gotten into +he hands of the people about whom
T was wiitinge S0 don't worry about what I write.

411 packages which you have, or will receivefd from me, are thoroughly deloused, vhich is
a prerequisite to mailing. Probably the brown spots on the 1inén were caused by the delousing
powder (the femous DDL) The copper kettle 1s not the one which I had cleaned up. I received
the one youtve gotten the morning that I mailed the package, and didn't ‘take the time or tr
trouble to clean it up. The other copper kettle will be received by lrs. Vandeman and it may
be a good time for you to vigit her, when she writes you that she has received it. Her baby
girl was born on the 23rd. '

Those curls of Judy that you gent me brought back fond memories, They were only 8 days in
arriving, Her hair is just as soft and silken as when I used Lo run Iy fingers thru it and
kiss ite. How much of a haircut did you give her? Tell her I'1l carry her curls with me a~-
long with her picturess

Tast nite they had a non-com!s dance at the officers club in towm, and the three sgts. of
mihe that went there got dezd drunk. One ofthem missed the ride back, but was lucky enmuf o
get picked up by officer who brought him back here. 1 understand there was a battle royal
at the dance, and it may be that the sgtse all clainm that they were dead drunk in order not
to be questioned about the brawle I don't believe that any of my men were involved-in it, the
arentt the type, and secondly, none of them show any marks of any fightings It's a good
thing that I went into town yesterdgy because the officers club is closed for the next three
days and it is the only excuse we have for leaving the area, SO that we will have o remain
nere unless officers are given passes, which is a rare thing in this battalion of ours. It
will be mighty monotonous just henging avound here, but maybe T111 catch up on some of the
reading which I should be doinge As it is, 1 barely find time to write your daily letiers.

T got a few more gray heirs this morning. I received word that the colonel wanted to see
me the first thing this morning. Thalt always upsets me because he never wants to see me for a1

- anything good, it's always something that he wats to raise hell aboubte I thought and’ thought
to see if I could remember armything in which I might have snafued, but couldn't think of ite
Then I arrived at HQ T found the colonel and he immediately let me know that a general had
caught one of ny men with a desk on his truck, and when he stopped the man to ask him what he

was doing with the piece of furniture he was told that one of the captains had told the man
to get it and bring it to ‘the company. 1 smmediately realized that Van mist have been on an=
other of his scavenger hunts, but didn't say anything to the colonel about AWh.O'l‘b might Dee
An order had come down several weeks ago forbidding 33 from gs-rin%l:_x_n% any gf ‘cng:s exgrgof‘-grgﬁe
iture into our area (right now I'm typing on a forbidden table which Was ere long befc :
order came oub), and I told all the officers and men aboub ite I told the colonel I'd investl:
gate it and let him know who the officerwass Then he asked me what John was doing 15; townOZto
days agoe L told him about the 3 days a week arrengement with our conbat team ‘c.% let us g o
the officers clube He thou hi that the cl%%ihadhbge% %%ﬁi%édb%’g % ﬁga:rgérzn ‘tc'ih%o u;%lisﬂg%s no
the case and told Do S SEVBENAERSRd 10 O e T questioned the driver of

1ast nite was the last nite of it, so Wwe were gafe on that scoree




the vehicle that had been Stopped by* the* general- and found that he had” been told to get the
stuff by van, ‘Tn' fact ‘Van*was-along with him to pick up the stuff, T next talked to Van and 1
learned that he had wanted a bread box for the Kitchen which we have been fixing up very nice
1y, so he went down on a sgarch for it, and at the same ‘time got a Joad of gravel with which
to improve the floor in the kitchen, On the way back, instead of coming right on back, he de-
cided that he would like ‘o take a swim, and he was at the beach at the time the general, who
Wwas also coming to take a swim, saw the vehicle, Actually he didntt belong on that beach,
since our beach is several miles from that one, but you can never guess what Van is going to
do, It depends on what idea’ strikes him, A% any rate I called the colonel and told him of

the incident, explaining that Van claimed he knew nothifg about the order which had come dowm,
However, I know that T had told him sbout it, altho I didn't +&ll the colonel this, The colons
el ‘said that he would decide onahat action to +ake and would let me know, Ieip and John had
planned to go into town to=day but I investigated on the officerts club busines s and learned
that it had closed last nite, so they didntt get to g0 to town, I am 3 bit upset b this
closing because Yashha Heifitz is due to be there to-day and tomorrow and I had planned on
going to the concert, liaybe he'll come out and play for us, here in the field,

This is the fly and malaria season out here, and we have been pestered by both flies and
mosquitoes, Fortunately we have had only two cases of malaria in the compary, and one of +those
is back on duty again. I +hink that we'll be able +o keep it to a minimm if we follow a1l +the
suggested precautions, To get rid of the flies, and thus help clear up the diarrhea situation
Wwe have screened in our kitchen with mosquido netting, and it has rezlly done a fine job, I'm
hoping that the diarrheas will clear up now, It hasn't been as bad as it had been, becauge
of our intensive watchfulness Over our mess gear cleanliness, We are also building a nice ice
box and expect to get ice daily from town, If they leave us here long enuf we!ll have a place

pictures of their kids, Leips two girls are .quite chubby devils with very curly red hair,
The younger one, just g bit Jounger than Judy, is quite cute and very vivacious on her pic-
tures, while the older one is fat, and altho pretty, has an old womans face because of her obe
sitys John has a swell series of pictures of his son - about 18 pictures in one folder, Some |
of them are really cute, Drady received g picture of his wife and daughter, which he had ene-
largeds T had planned on having one of the kids and you enlarged ' and gend it home to surprise.
you (the same size as that big picture I sent you of me) but at #6,00 per picture I decided
that I would spend the money for something else, o
That'ls about all for now, I want to get cleaned up so that I can go into services in town,,
No - I'm not getlting religious, but it might be an interesting experience, aml after all 1S
want to make life as interesting 'as possible if I'm gomga have ht% b% n?way from you, s
, July :30 1
I'm glad that I held this letter over for a day because now I'11 be able to get all of the
story about the desk situation in the one letter, After getting cleaned up and eating early
chow I loaded up the Jewish boys in the company ( Leip didn't want to go) and we went to bat-
talion HQ where we were to get the vehicle to go into towm, A1l told there were twenty men ‘
who were going, We were just ready to leave vhen my mail clerk handed ‘me an envelope addressec
to me from the battalion, I didn't think anything of it, because this is a very common ingi-
dent, but opened it and read it. I was stunned to find out that it was an official reprimand
to me from the colonel for the incident involving Van, He stated in it - better yet , let me
give it to you verbatim (I'1l include one for you, sweets - a duplicate of the original,)
Following the usual official hea ing came this: ki iyl el
- le An enlisted man of your comuand was stopped when found driving o veaicle containing a
mahogany table. When apprehended he professed ignor?.nce of any wrong doing and said that a
Captain under your command had directed him to a building in for the purpose of removing
szid table and appropriating it for COmpPary Uuse. HE,
2e¢ This is a direct violation of meeermecu : kil
3e Failure to comply with the orders was not the fault of the Qfficer or Enlisted man con-
cerned but can be traced directly to the company Commander for failure to acquaint a1l the
personnel under his command with the provisions of these orders,
e A copy of this reprimand will be placed in your 201 File,

fit to be tied, I felt that it was persecution in its most, obvious and elemen-
'ba:t;o is};:f'mf g:?.gce I was all re;dy to leave and the colonel was not a.round:, I told hl% ma.gter .
sergeant that he needa't bother putting it in my 201 file yet because I x-yog}.d h%:\_re g.g armrv'?v-
talk to the colonel. I was furious all the way into town, but forgot my indignation

al at the synagogue. I'll finish this entire story first before T tell you about any other
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of my experiences, On my return’ from town T had’ to 50" into ‘the battalion Cp " up £
vehicle to comé and get us, and the colonel was" si %ﬁhg--there.‘”latgi%lg:?m %1?'? faﬁdl-“ 33“"331-_
prised to:receive- the letter- from him since I-had ‘told him in-the "merming that T had informed
all the officers and men in the company about it, and apparentd  absent minded Van had forgot~
ten, He said that it was the only thing he could do since I had told him that Van claimed he !
did not remember being told, I told him that I would have Van dovm in the morning and let him
tell his own story. I then asked him whether there were anydifferent rules for my company
than for anyy other company in ‘%the battalion. He said No and wanted to know why I asked, I then
told him that my men always went into town with their ties on, as the division directed, but
that'in the group from headquarters that went into town with us, not a single man wore z tie,
He suggested that I might have'corrected the men, and I told him that it would not have cor-
rected the error at its sources He then suggested that I should have told their company Commans=
der, but admitted immediately at my statement that this would only cause antagonism that I was
correct. He suggested that I report these deviations from regulations to him, but I told him
that I wasn't going to be anybody's stool pigeons T told him that I had been leaning over backs
wards to see that everything went OK in the company, and that at the present time I am the most
severe disciplinarian in the battalion. He #{ nodded with that vacant smile on his face, agree-
ing but having no comment to make. I realized that there was no point in starting an argument,
and up to this time it was merely a discussion, so I let it go at that.

This morning I showed Van the letter, more or less expecting him to make the suggestion that
he go to colonel and correct the notion, but nothing was forthcoming, TH# Last nite T had
spoken to and Drady and they both rememﬁered discussing the item at the dimner table. I

then told Van that if he remembered me talking about it that he might go to the colonel and

tell him, but that if he didn't I was willing to take the rap. Van felt that it was chiefly his
fanlt and so he went with me to see the colonel, They talked without me being present, and l
when the.talk was over the colonel came out to me and told me that Van felt that it was mome
his fault than mine, I then told the colonel that T would appreciate it if he would send me

a letter to the effect that the reprimand has been remanded, He promised to do so, Believe-me
my sweet, in a situation of this type I went that in bflack and white.

Gosh, it will be a happy day for me when this war is over, or when the changes which I have-
been hoping for do occur; and I really think that they will, j

That trip to the synagogue I'1l save for a different letter, |

Chow at noon was not good, i.e., the main courses, so I filled up on some salad and tomatoes
which the boys had bought (We collected 25¢ from each man in order to create a slush fund with
which to buy vegetables, ice, and ice cream - more about that later) and had some delicious
ice cold lemonade. This afternoon we played a game of ball against Renzi's company on which the
boys had bet $675. Since it was played at 1 PM because we had another game at li, I kept all of
the men except the ball players at class, despite the fact that Renzi brought up his whole com=
panys I stick so damed close to the strainght and narrow line that it isn't funny and works a
hardship on both my men and myself, When the class was over we all traipsed over to the game
to find our men behind 2 ~ 0, Our boys immediately started talking it up and we tied the score
that imning and went on to win 3 - 2, Believe me that was pPlenty exciting. We played two games
yesterday - 1 a league game and the other a side game for mney, and won both of them. If this
keeps up I'm going to be tempted to bet on my boys every time they play, Actually it would be |
an excellent investment, but I've always made it a policy not to bet, and I guess I won't 0
change, Drady won 8l dollars on the game and quite a few of the men won $50 each. This company
is a good investment.

Well, that's off my chest. So far it's even stephen in this little war of politics, Of course
I'm the underdog, and I'1l probably get it in the end, but that will be OK because then all my
worries will be over, and I will have quite a simple little job compared to what I have now,

If Ben thinks he's mixed up in politics, he has no idea what pressure politics is,

I'11 write another letter later in the evening, A1l my love, darling, don't worry about the
situation because after all there really isn't very much that they can do other than hurt my
feelings, and I guess that will wear off, too, after a while,

' Walt,

-,




