Good llorning;- darling: ‘ , yond . & R
ek 8 Wﬁ?e On.,ﬂu‘s sultry Sunday morning, T hear:the :;gng}an' %gbh eﬂﬂfgﬁ :;i)-n;g auﬁd the
horrible voice of oux chaplain ginging in the distances pfsiiswsre an qéio:lér G T |
would have to move. Ztm afraid thab both the wpm&m&mﬁﬁpﬂh and. he conm of
his speeches lead toward a feeling of ludicrousness rather ‘than awesomeness. b N '
L had planned writing you my usual afternoon letter yesterd 37, butT m‘engros?e’d in |

reading "Hotel Berlin" by Vieki Baum, not bad (on the order of her Grand Hobel) snd then T
was mvelglec‘i into playing a volleyball game (I'm improving) se that it was da:?‘k before I had
‘the -0pp<_>r*bumty to start writings I therefore decided %o wait until this morning, S0 there- |
fore this letter will consist:mostly of what happened Friday, % \
As I mentioned before, this is the season in Italy for malaria and intestinal disesses ’
particularly diarrheas. I had been bragging about the fact that T had not developed the GIs |
{ as the latter is called because of the frequency of its occurrence in the army) but they have
finally caught up with me, Foptunately it hasn't been too bad, and at first I did nothine a-
bout treating it, bub it got a bit worse last nite so that I knocked myself out with an ounce
of paregoric and took 30 gre. of bismath, It looks lilce that is going to keep it pretty well
under controls In association with this same subject arose another one of Van's irritating s
stunts, As you know, he is like Ben in being no respecter of other peoples property; he'll
take something of yours, beeak it, and then be ever so apolosetic about it and feel that seti-~
les the subjects This time it was a roll of toilet tissue which I had been carrying around wit]
me for a considerable period of time, I always make it a policy to have a roll in my possessio
because quite frequently the company runs out of paper and doesn't have any issued for o fer
ys, and being a delicate indidvidual I don't like to wipe with the stars and stripes, Well,
the company did run out of it and Van found mine lying on my bed, so he proceecded to donate
it to the company., Very considerately he pulled off a few sheets of it for me and the other of-
ficers, However, a few shests doesn't go amywhere with the GIs, I complained a bit and he turn-
ed over some paper which he had saved for himself, I liked that, he gives ny paper away but re-
tained his owm, Fortunately we have gotten in a fresh stock and now I've protected myself for
the time being.

Things have been very monotonous around here and we are all more or less eager to move out
of here and get back into combat to overcome our ennui, That may sound a bit foolhardy, and pos
sibly it is, but there is nothing more boring than sitting around all day long doing about
the same thing day after day, It has had one good effect, though, and that is to male many of
the men who had never given a Thought To world politics and the tactics of the war, become a-
ware of these facts and even enter discussions on bthem, liaybe this war will make some of the

men do some thinking afber aily T wonder,

You may remember sepding me a news avticle concerning a German Wweﬂms of the
fighting in Italy. T was geeatly amused wwith this because it Wwas date July and we had re~
ceived a very secret document later than This on the very same subject (after it had been print
ed in the states). Of course, our secreti document aas far more complete than the nevspaper art-
icle and it really would have done your heart good o read it, It was the greatest morale build
er of any documents which we have received anent fp the campaign thru which we wenb, I'm sor—
ry that is g1l that T can say about it : ;

I am enclosing a clipping from the Stars and Stripes about an army officer who baked %o
death in his car in a temperature of 130 in the ealifornia desert. This started a discussion
among the old men about some of our experiences in the desert and this helped kill most of the
afternoon, There is no need of repeating the reminiscence because you know most of ite It al-
so brought up the question as to how many of owr present company went thru msneuvers with the
battalion, and T was surprised to find that it is less than half of the company. I am the only
officer in our company who saw La. maneuvers, despite the fact that Leip has been in the army
one dgy longer than I, :

Do you remember Handlebar Hank Keeling, the young officer with the handlebar mmustache whom
we noticed at the officers dance at I't, Dix? He is the one whose mustache was shaved off on th
last nite we were on the boat. Well, Hank is a Jeaptain, the company commander of one of the
battalion HQ companies in our combab.team. He is a peculiar manWko' is very oubspoken, but no
body!s fools, Because of his oulspokenness he has made many « s despite his capabilities,
Among ‘these enemies is his batbalion commander, a I, le The 1 decided to get rid of
Keeling and instituted reclassifieation proceedings, However, nNaik outsmartved him, going around
and getting recommendabions from almost all of the other officers so that they w_ould never have
‘been able to make the charges stands. The proceedings were consequently drgpped, but IIa.p%c ine
sisted that he wanted them to be carried on. He even went to the colon_ei!. in charge of the com-
bat temm to try to be courtmartialed in order to c?;ar ulcjl tl'_li blzt on his gegolfd ai. Zgnlis: i a:;g—-

siness was 4 opped without amy complaint agains -
ular hgrvlrrgswm& }ijgtcﬁ‘a?'g'cf 18 emgg%ﬁrelgsgolﬁg;é%gder %%3 get him al'ra;y‘vfromlp‘bhe Bn commander who
gjgesn't 1ikg him,




> gy, _ -

You will remember that I told you that Maj, Mike had tried to get oub of his*yol as a
vegimental surgeon and get sent back to a hospital as a doc. Apparently thic didn't go thru
wut 3% looks-like he has worked something-different, I knew that he would find something ¥ron
rather than go up to the front again as regimental surgeon, because he felt that he had had
$00 mary narrow escapes and didntt want to flaumnt fate too much. He had somewhat prepared |
the way for getting sent back by having severe gall bladder attacks requiring morphine for |
relief, but continuwing tojwork despite the pain, This occurred several times during the push.
Well, the other day a herniorraphy which he had had dorie some time ago broke loose, ard the
125t we heard of him he is far away from us at one of the gemeral hospitals, It looks like
that will get him out of things for goods T understand that if his absence is permanent, and
T feel that it will be, that Capte Kirby will become regimental surgeon, This amises us very
mmch because Kirby, altho,a good garrison officer, has been pretty worthless in the figld,
despite the fact that he received a bronze medal for heroism, I believe I told you about the
incident where he and the -other medical officer in his aid station ducked out on their men
when the going got toughf' and stgyed with another aid station while their men had to take
oove of the wevnded without the mid.of a medieal officers Their men really had it in for thenm
that “ime. To hear that Kirby was awarded the brimze ster for heroism was a huge joke to all
of us. Tn fact, many of us have decided that this business of giving medals is something to
be taken with a grain of salt in very many cases, I avoided any unfairness in my company by
waiting until I had overwhelming evidence in favor of a recomendation of an award before I
did any recommending, and the men who had been right up in the front lines and had seen the
acts were the ones who gave the suggestions for the recomnendations, If we don't get a medal
in egch case recommended, I will lose all my faith in medals completely.

Getting back to ffod, (you can't keep awgy from that subject when there is nothing much
happening in the area because it is one of bthe most imporitant topics of conversation around
an arny installation at any time) we made some mustard from the powdered mustard which we re-
ceived from either Chip or Irv. The boys added starch, vinegar, butter, and goodness knows
what else, according to an army recipe, and ended up with a preparation which looked exactly
like mayonnaise but tasted very much like horseradish. Everyone enjoyed it, and it really
was appreciateds I don't believe I told you about the deer in the last area in which we were
bivouacked, Altho I didn't see any, a number of our men di, and some of the infantrymen, tire
of C rations, decided to go out and get some fresh meat, This they did, and skimned the deer
which they killed and fed their company on ite T decided agains t this for our company be-
cause T know what fresh-killed meat tastes like, and fel®t that since we had no means of aging
it properly, that the meat would go to waste, and secondly I was sure that the entire situati
was highly irregular., so we had no deer meat, I imagine ny boys are getbing pretty tired
with my sticking to the letter on 211 rules, We were supposed to have doughnubs for Friday
night, but for some reason or other it dbdn't work oubt, and regimental headquarters got
ithem, despite the fact that we were on the schedule for them, Now the doughnut machine has
broken dowmn, so we figure that we are out of any chance of recieving doughnuts for the time
beifigile I think of it, I would like you to send me the desert water bag which I left home,
With these hot sultry days here, it will rea come in Y e FEppreciate your sending it
as soon as practicable since it will take "abou§i2 months in: g@g\ ve? and by that time the
hot weather will probably be on the wane, A esent I'm/keePing @WNater cool by wrapping
a wet sock around my canteen and it is working %ery wellq s/ \ p

T am enclosing a newspaper clipping regardis tro:&mfes i Ttalitn teacher is having
in teaching af JAFY class English as it is spoke \BanbSes Lhe pet sayings will proba-
bly give you some trouble, so I'11l elaborate a B#€, "Blow ¥ > wour barracks bag? more
comuonly, blow it ‘out your A% (synonym - g béast of burden)y.fd¥d retort made to someone whe
conplains about something about which nothing can be done. ;

T.S. See the chaplain - Tough Sw¢, see the chaplain, has about the same connotation,

The unmentioned four letter word, sounding like the word sheet which the teacher defined,
is self explanatory.

Oh my tired back, is a most gentlemanly way of saying a much cruder adjective that the GIs
use, The expression is used whenever something doesn't go to the GIs liking. ;
The article, all in all, is quite amusing, I'll have to remenber to write down some of

the pet plrases which the boys in the company use.

Well, my sweet, its chow time and also time to get this letter in to the mail clerk if 1
want to get it off, I send all my love, and all my thoughts

Walt.




* teaches English to a class of 11

' gignorinas at the far end coyly
. revealed she’d had a couple of

patois that sounds little like the

‘Dec. 15 to the first week in June,

‘quite the same.

rim of a rectangular table. One

RQME, July 12 — Miss Yole
DeBoni screwed up her eyebrows!
and admitted quite frankly that
she was nettled. Miss DeBoni

in a Rome language school and
lately her boys and girls have
been out with a strange

humework she assigns.
From the start of the class last

the students were “on the ball,”
Miss DeBoni implied. Since then,
she sighed, things haven't been

The class was seated along the
of the pretty 18-year-old twan

dates with American soldiers.
And would Miss DeBoni please
explain what the GI boy friend
meant when he told the horn-
happy driver to "blow it out
your barracks bag.” Miss DeBoni
ruffled the pages of her Italian-
American dictionary. She was
sorry, she said, but the reference
book didn't hst the idlom.

A 25-year-old Roman had been

By Pﬂ. EDM'UND F. HOGAN
‘Stars end Stripes Staff Writer

with two GIsona tour of historic
's:t.es. He remembered one had

suggested to his buddy, "That's
T. S. See the chaplain.” Would
Miss DeBoni please interpret?
Miss DeBoni wasn't sure what
the "T. S.” implied, although she
thought it meant something like
“that’'s too bad As for the
chaplain, that was very good in-
deed. The chaplain, she informed
the pupils. is a clergyman and
he gives spiritual assistance and
guidance to the troops. Seeing
the chaplain, Miss DeBont added,
proved beyond doubt that U. S.
soldiers have excellent morals.

The lesson for the day included
reading from an English-language
paper. The pupils had copies ol
Union Jack. Miss DeBoni ex-
plained that they had read Stars
and Stripes for a time after the
Allied entry into Rome, but she
had to switch because Stars and
Stripes is wntte.n in "American
slang.”

A boy from Nettuno, the proud
possessor of a cigarette lighter a
GI had given him, ended The
Stars and Stnpes vs Union Jack

discussion by asking a gquestion.
Tn answer Miss DeBoni hastily
picked up a pad in front of her.
*It's @ section of paper, like this
one,” she said, pointing to the;

square of whlte "Or it can be a
covering on the bed.” Rising, she
turned to ‘the blackboard and
spelled the word out in very large
letters.

The boy was pleased, But hu
didn’t know what the GI was
driving at when he exploded, "My
tired back.”

That was a new one on Miss
DeBoni but she guessed it meant

the GI was weary and his back|..

hurt. Miss DeBoni's head had
begun to hurt, too.
But the class had been study-

ing cities in the U. S. and knew|.

about New York. "New York,”
chirped the striking brunette in
white, "is the port for Brooklyn.”

Miss DeBoni’s headache wauas
growing larger. ”“It's just the.‘c

other way around,” she informed

the brunette gently.

The bell rang. Miss DeBoni|.

made a beeline for her office and/
pDSSJ.bl)' for aspirin,
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Bakes To Death
in Aufo 'Oven’

KINGMAN, Ariz, July 12—,

j Capt. Howard Brady, 37, ng-
cman Army Air Field supply ofii-
cer, literally baked to death be-
cause he failed to realize that
130-degree heat was converting

his auto into a mobile oven as |

"he drove along a lonely desert

trail, medical officers declared -

yesterday.

Doctors said the 180-pound

~officer had lost 60 pounds during-

the four hours he spent on the

desert. The intense heat appar-. -

ently evaporated the moisture
of his body as he drove through
_ the desert without his being
- aware of it until he was thor-
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