prom Walt to Rosw=- Wednesday, Sept.20th, 1944 0700

So muek: has happened since I have been able to writie you 2 days ago that I
hardly know how to start this letter. From being front line troops only a few
deys ago when we watched our artillery pound and pbound and pound those pill
boxes before us,to being rear echelon troops,almost,when our boys finally
broke the line, then moving forward again to beéing front line troops and once
again we're rear schelon boyg=-=by merely staying in the same spot overnight.
S0 1t is up here,. f :

I wonder if you remsmbér that the 18th was 2 years since I've bean in the
Army. That's nothing to brag about and I hope I have no more army anniver-:
saries. I wanna go homel

With the breakthru of those plllboxes,our men were able o go right on up over -
the hills and since there was no road up thru them which meant that we had s
serious problem of evacuation,because the farther forward the troops went the
farther was the libtter haul which our litterbearers would have to make to get
patients back to the ambulances. Once night fedl there was nothing to be done
but sit tight and walt for the first light of day to g0 out and try to find a way
cleser to the front lines to get those patients back. “e lmew there was g road
oun our right in another sector and farther forward this road curved over toward
our sector so that our boys had a shorter litter baul if they hauled gtraight to
the side 1mnsbead of to the rear. We had heard that this road had been knocked
out by owr air corps and was Iractically impassable,but our engineers got to work
and by the time we sent out two ambulances and & couple of jeeps to investigate
the romds and go as far forward as possibley they had the road open so that we
were @wble to send those vehicles all the way up to the best place to piek up
ratients, ; i

We had already sent out the 2 ambulances and jeeps when ¥ej.Minor, a battalion
executive officer,came in and told us that they had 20 casualties up front and
told us to send 5 ambulances. I sent 4 more ambulances up,since he assured me
that the road was mssable and I got in the Chaplaints jeep snd took off to see
where we could set up a station,making arrangements for half of the station %o
follow me up, while the other half remained in the Bobacco barn, The road up was
a winding one,thru the mountains snd at ipnumerable places whe e the road had a
eliff on one side and the mountain wall on the other,the air corps had dropped
bombs simply shearing the road away. However,our enginesrs had come in with
bulldozers and had either filled in these places, or if this impossible, had
scraped away the mountain side to make s new roadwey. At any rate we were able to
get by without any real troubled

The farther up irto the mountains we went,the more reason we found $£o explain
the Jerries' lnability to hold us back, “e had thrown so much field artillery at
them that EVERY tree in the thick woods near the top of the mountain had either
been knocked to the ground,or cut off,or badly searred. Practically every square
ineh of that area had been cut into by shrapnel. There is no question buk that

- it was expensive to take these hills,but not in lives of American soldiers,

thank Gode. *he expense was monetary--involving the cosgts of thousands and thouse
ands of shells., For Jerry 1t was expensive in lives. In the relatively small ares
that I passed thru, I saw at least 25 to 50 German desd and not a 8ingle Ameriecan
one., Yg passed by the top of the hill and started down toward the valley which
led up to the next hill, I imew I was getting near the front lines and was gebtting
e bit leery of going too far forward but I hadn't reached the point where our ame
bulances were rarked,so I knew I still had to keep going. Finally I begen to pess
infantry troops on the march forward and I KNEW I was too fap uPpe S5ill on I went
ard a couple of curves farther forward T found John and the ambulances. They were
in a small town consisting of only a few beaten-up houses. This %town had been
captured only a few hours before and the t roops were now fighting for the next
town forward and only 400 yerds away around & bend in the road. I told John that
that was much too far forward for the company to sget up and afber shmoosing a bit

L he jeep and started back to look for a possible place to sel up a stations
1ggktgeergadpran between mountain and cliff there wasn?k very much %o choose
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from., We saw a road leading down to a house in a valley and decided to investi-
cate it. Many artillery shells had ruined the road lead'n; down,making it imprace
tical for our vehicles but our curiosibty was poused as to what we'd find down
there so we went all the way down, The pla o had been used by the Jerries, at
least 6 of them, since we found 6 rifles there and also the flag with which they
had surrenderef. lehy had left quite a bit of thelr stuff scattered all over the
plsce and we rummaged thru it and found a few ariicles of interest. Then we de=-
cided that we'd better quit scavenging and find & place for the company. The
nex place we looked at was a building, again with a very poor road leading In
to it, and with too many guns surrounding it,so that we decided we'd be better
off being out in the open and looked for another mmk spot which we found close
by. Actually,it was a very poor place compared to all the places which we have
previously occupled but ‘compared with what there 1s To be had around here it
was good,as we found out when a number of other units trled to take 1% e way
from us. At any rete,while I was looking for a pldee to put the company, the town
forward where they were walting for word from me, was shelled so they came on
back without further ado and I met them out at the road as 1 was going down to
get them.

I'11 get around to telling you more about our area further on in this letter or
in tomorrow's lebter. I want te get caught up on the pass befbre I go into the

mes e,nt.

In our last area, at the bobascco barn, I didn't do much moving around because
shells were occasicnally falling in and because Jerry had had plenty time to sow
mines. However, I had learned that there was a nice creek nearby and needing &
bath, I decided to investigate. A number of wmy men had.already been there and

I knew there was a safe path leading down to 1t,ao I had nothing to worry aboubs
The creek ran along at the foob of a tall cliff and the road going down to it
led thru the most beautiful pine grove one could ever hope tc see, It was far
prettier than anything at Mt.Airy. The water was ice cold,as 1s to be expectfed
in these mountain streams but left you with a feelinzg of exhilardtion once you
had adjusted to it. It's a good thing I took the bath whbn I did since we moved
the next day and I%m sure I have no ides how 1on§';ﬁ£ﬁill be before I get the
opportunity to bathe again, T also did a bit of laundering while I was at 1ite

1 was somewhet alfraid that I might catel a cold sinece the weather has turned
fairly cold here-=-in fact Van and Vince both have heavy colds-~but when you
need a bath you have to take onee.

You may remember I mentioned the beautiful villa just 50 yards from us where
regiment had set up its C.P.Well,i've learned that it 1s the residence of a for=
eign ambassador to Italy. It's more beautiful than I originally led you to be=
lieve,with a gorgeous patie with tropical plants in one of the side buildings.

Our last night in the bmrn was not a busy one, altho we officers spent sonsider-
able time discussing various means to use to evacuate patients in case the troops
" pan into trouble. Fortunately the problem solved itself by the opeing up of the .
road on which we had tb depend,so that we were able to evacuate the patlents the
following morning. The boys did run into trouble,too,as I learned in part Monday
night when they brought in one of my litter bearcrs suffering from "exhaustion".
He was the boy who had been knocked of'f his feet by the concussion of an explod-
ing shell only 2 days before. We had let him rest for 2 days and then he had a=-
gain been sent forward. lle was following the ald station and had just gone down
a hill sehen he ran into an artillery barraze. They had to turn back and get

wp to the top of the hill as best they could,and when this boy zot to the top he
collapsed and had to be walked back to the company. He was pretty nervous when
he got inm to us,but not akarmingly sos We sent him on back to the clearing
stdtion to cet some rest,

I have already told you, in part, what went on yesterday. On my trip up the good
road to the point where I was to meet the ambulances and John,the picture of

devastation wrought,both on Jerry and the countryside,was almost indesoribables
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v have had the adventage of high ground and prepared positi-.s,but we had
gg;ytgiumuch power Iopr them, gI'm sure thet if we had he}d this ;Found and they
were atbacking,they would never have advanced a foof szainst us. They had dug-
outs billt into the backasides of the mounbtains going deep 1lnto t%e ground, re=
inforced with logs==all in all very comforteble places to live. However, %o
fight a war you have to (bring up men and material and we kept the area so c?vered
with artillery and planes that 1t was an imposasibility. T had the opportunity
of seeing what happened to some of those reinfopcements coming up and ?elieve me
it is horrible. I won't try to describe the horrible sights and sickening smells
we passed on the road. Suffice 1t to say that they lost a tremendous number of

men, snimals, vehlcles and materlel,

When I finally found our ambulances,1500 yards in front of the spof where 1 was
to meet them (now do you understand why I thought I was goling too far forward)
they were parked along the road in a partially destroyed town. All patients had
been svacuated, both by our ambulances that I had sent abt first and by some of
Go,B's ambulances in whose sector we are because of the road. Fortunately cas-
nglties were not very heavy. From the town, perched on the side of a hill, I was
able to look ahead inbo no-man's land and watch owr shells dropping with undime-
inighing fury on the Jerries,another 1500 yards in front of us. A small town
wes negtled in a vallygy below us,a town which had been in Germen hands only a
few hours before. The troopg of our combat team were only a helf mile ahead of
us,and a town only 400 yards ahead was being fought for by cur adjacent unitb,

Altho the towm from whieh I could see most of this was not in our sector, it had
heen captupdd by one of our companies when the adjacent unit was held up thers,
While I went back to look for another place to put our sbation,Jdohn went forward
te the tewn in the valley, accompanled by 4 war correspondents who were very
enthusiastic about the work we had done. They sald it was our combat team which
had broken thru the Gothic line (actually I don't kmow how much strenghh the
Jerry has before us to constibute more of the line) and that they were going %o
give us fvll credil 1a their dispatches~-mind youew@ur combat team--not the
divisionx, They were especially enthusisstic about Capt.little and Co I (he's

as small as his nams suggests) which captured the town that was holding things
up. OFf course, iI've been sold on our combat team for quite some time,feeling
that it is the best in the division and thet means in plenty of divisions, I
shall eagerly wateh reports from now on to seewhether the correspondents keep
their word.

One of my boys, Herbert, has acquired 2 Italian or German mules and hss been
evacuating his casualbtles on them. I don't know where he found them gince all
I've seen around are dead cows and mules by the score. in addition we have had
litter patlients carried back by Jerry prisoners. This helps our boys consider=-
ably. Monday night, I have learned, a group of my litbterbearers were pinned down
by artillery fire for several hours and got lost from the unit they were with,
All day yesterday they were stragiling in to the company, some having gone back
- the same way they went up, others going forward and rumning into other of our
men and learning where we were. Finally all of them have been accounted for with
no one injured. Our luck still holds. ‘

Tag, Hussey, my driver, and L were in the jeep when we: went back %o look for a
place to set up the station. As T %old you, we saw the house down the hillside
and drove down bo 1t, When we were only a short way off the main road, we reale
1zed that this road was too bhad for our vehicles to traverse, but secavengers
that we are, we decided to see What we could find., It was a farm, one small house
of which had been occupled by German troecps. You could tell that Jerries had
been there by the mess around there-=they're not very neat soldiers. A whike
cloth tied on a stick was mube evidence of what had happened to theme=I'm sure
they were taken allve as there were no bodies around, other than a horribly
bloated cow., There were at least 6 of them, 6 guns beling strewed about on the
ground. As 1s usual, they left everything behind them and ap arently theilr

captors had rummaged thru it and taken all the : wine b
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been up forward until now,had plenty of souvenirs %Ho look for-“xi_ﬂﬁts, caps,
belt buckles, ebe., but since I have already colls §fed mcst of these ibtems, I
was more inberested in other things--anything Wh¥el micht attract my covetous
gye. 1L found a small fancy glirl's wrist walch which doean't work, several
gcissors and a good sewing kilt, eto. When T've eollected enovgh of this junk
I11]1 send it home %to add to the collection, Jﬁ# seema to earry much more
junk than we do, apparently becsuse he tekes wh&t he wants from the civilians,
Of course, we don't, usually buying our stuff e malling 1t hore at once.

We left the house on Lhe hillgide continulng bur search farther back aleng the
road. Another house, not far from the road, “bay, 1t our eye, but there were too
many guns avound it and.we decided apainst Aty lest the guns draw counter
fire. “While there, however, we met up with a number of very hmgb ranking offe
icers who were looking over the ground ahesd of us, trying to determine “what
tactics they would employ to take 1t. One must admit that in this war those of
high rank spend a considerable amount of Uime at the front lines.

We next went bo the area in which we are now sebt up. *he road leading in is

bad and it is on the forward slope of a hill facing the enemy, but beggars

can't be choosers and we know there wasn't another gpot to get up for miles

down the moubtalnside, so we took thls place as a last resort. We went pretty

far off the maln road, just ia case Jerry should declde to come over at night

and strafe the road. On this slde road we passed by an offshooting road where

we notlced 5 German vehicleg, Including 2 ambulances, knocked out by our '

artillefg fire. Obviously an ald shatlion had been here, so I stopped to invest= |

lgate. *hey had the statlon set up in a very nice two room dugout, but ohl so

filthy. To add to the filth there were 5 dead Jerries smelling up the vieinity,;

86 I diun't nang around there Yong. VWhen the boys finally errived they

started ° proapecting the hills and found ell sorts of stuff. Dead Jerries were

gtrewn all over the top of the hill and somg of the boys went thru thelr pockets

One officer (not in gg sompany, a8 we haven U gottea khet low yet) too $500 in |

Italian money off & d8ad parachulblst., I have beehieager to find a pair of

German binocularsqand dlso to get one of their P33 tevolvers. However, since

I won't bother any of the bodies, 1t locks sz tho I won't get any of %he
Tformer. As for the labter, I got one yesberday from & soldier that we were

sending back to the clearing station With impetigo. He had taken one off a

dead Jerry but knew he'd have to glve 1t up et the hospital so he pave it %o

me.b He said he'd gat himself another one when he went back up, ard I don't

doubt it.

Xeaterday, winile T was back looking for this spot and the rest of the boys ‘
were still in the small town ghcad of us, 12 Jerries came up the roasd, hands on
their heads as token of surrender, with no soldier accompanying them. It looked |
1ike they weuld have to surrender to our medics when an infantry bey came along
and pulled out his revolver and took chhrge of the. For a moment, it looked

like our quota o one captive would become a total of 18,

Well dear, I've got to cateh the wail clerk. I could write the rest of the day,
Don 't worzy about me==1L'm rear schelon agaln for the time being.

kf{ﬁlt &



