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trying te held this line, Since we moved up into our present area so quickly after it had
been captured by our troops, the scavengers in the company, agnd I include myself in this catw
egory, had a field dgy picking up stuff which the Jerries had left both on the ground and in
their dugouts in their haste to get away without being captured, I was able to pick up a M
bigr of things which I have glready sent on their way te the states, as have most of the men
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Since our infantry is going straight across country, baking mountain after mountain, our
problem of evacuation of patiemts is practically inseluble, Nor roads go up thru these mounie
ains, and so we are unable to follow the troops with our ambulances. Of course we send our lit
ter bearers along with the #id stations and when any casualties occur, the aid stations treat
them and then 1 eave the patients behind with our litter bearers and thef aid stalion proceeds
forward with the troops. It is then up to our litter bearers to get the patients back. If they
are lucky they magy find a unit that has taken some Jerry prisoners and then they can make the
Jerries do most of the carrying. However, this is the exception rather than the rule. It is
jmpossible to carry litter cases on mules, so that is outs As a result, there is only one thing
to do, and that is te carry the patients back as best they can, The boys are getiing pretly
gmart, by pow, and enlist the aid of units thru which they have te pick their way on their way
back to our advance ambulance leading post, far in front of our company. The dgy befare yester-
day, one of eur babbalions fought its way far shead of the megiments on its left and right. As
a resul © it stuck out like a sere thumb. The only available road, at the time, was one which
wmet thru the sector of one of the other regiments, and sinee this was still unsecured, we wer
wnable to get our embulsnees very far forward, This, of necessity, resilbed in a long iitter
hanl for our men, They enlisted the aid of some men from our batitalion, There were five patient:
to be carried back, and only five of my litter bearers te do it, the rest of them haveing pre-
viously carried patients back to the ambulance loading place and returned te the company bee
cause the aid stations were still moving forward and it is a practical impossibilify te find
them when they are on the move. Since it takes four litter beavers to carry one patdent for any
. _digtance more than a few hundeed yards, they got 19 men from one of our pevtaiions tohelp :
" them carry these patients backe When they had worn out this group of men they got another group

from the next unit back, This they contimued as they went back, exchanging fresh men for the
worn out men from each sueceeding unit. It took them 22 hours teo get those patimnts back to
the ambulance, 22 hours and 1 00 men. It makes us feel good that we are able to g2t any of the
men back under the present almost impossible conditionse We also appreciate the cooperation we
are getting from the fighting units up fronte. We never have to argue to get men o Carry back
the wounded. It isn't that they want to get back oub of the range of fire, either, because they
don't get that far back. It's merely the feeling that they want te help a wounded buddye. They
appreciate the difficulties enbailed in our problem of evacuation under the present conditions,
and also, at least after they have carried a litter until they were worn out appreciate the
physical labor required, In fact, we have yel to find an infantryman who would be willing to
change places with our litter bearers. They all say that they would rather carry food and ammi-
nition over these mountains then have fo carry patients, And we feel sorry for them when we see
them loaded down with cases of food and ammmnition plodding their way up and down the mountain s.

B ecanse of the tremendous length of the litter haul, I have felt the compulsion of moving .
1 company as far forward as possible. H owever, everything hinges on the capture of a tomn
which has 2 road leading out of it, parallel to the front lines right inte our sector, Omece
that town is captured and the Jerries pushed far emuf back so that they can no longer shell the
road leading into the town and off into our sector, we will be able to move dnto the town and

send our ambulances down the lateral road to pick up the patients. This would solve our entir e
. problem, Knewing this, and having the report thabt the town had fallen during the night, I de=-

cided to go forward and pick oub a spot in the town in which to: set up the stations John, in
his jeep, precedsd me since he had beern over the road before aluost up o the toms, and I fol-
lowed in snother jeepe As we went forward we looked for possible sites to set up a station in
case we should be unable to get inte the town, bub every available site was occupied, Finally
we passed over the c¢reast of the next group of mountains in front of us and we noticed that
here units were not so profuse, On we went, passing our reconnaissance troops who were parked
along the roadsides passing a company of infaptrymen waling along the road two columns, and
finﬁlv passing alongside some tanks parked on the hillside, Now, when you pass by ‘tanks in |
which the men are not sitting on top, or are not lying on the ground on blankets, then you
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