Hep am

Hello mﬁ sweeb: ; ¥ ! 3 November 191l Wednes
This morning I mentioned in my V mail how nice the weather was to-day. Here it is gi'{y

two hours after I wrote that letter and its raining cabs and dogs. Not only that but it's
gebting colder by leaps and bounds. If this keeps up, we'll be having sn?rrybefore mich long-
ery and believe me that is something that I would dread kere in these wountains.

Yesterday I received a number of letters from you and one from Soph in whick she is ask-
ing you to mail her some of my letters to you that I didn't send her carbons of, I'm making
a carbon of this one, but actually, except when we are on the move and I have to write in-
stead of typing, I will send her a carbon of any letters interesting enough for distribution
. o the family., At the present tiwe things are so dull around here that there is really.no
reason for writing carbons, £ :

This letter will be a conglqmeration of odds and ends that seem to be accwmlating in my

notes.
| - 5:30 P U
It's three hours since 1 sbarted writing this letter. A number of things have arisen to
hold me up from typing, but I imagine that I will now be able to continue without any more.
interruptions. The main interrupbion was a shelling by Jerry whick was not too close to our
building, but close enoughk to mske us conscious of it, We then received a phone cell that a
couple of patients were expected in our station, as a result of the shelling, so I had %o
get busy and call an ambulance here from up forward to be ready to take care of them, Then
after the ambulance was on its way back here, I received wrod that the patients were not
coming here abt all but were being taken to an aid sbation whick is serviced by one of the
obher collecting stations, so that we didn't have the patients come to us after all, Since
I had pulled back the, lash ambulance from up forward, I then had to call back to the rear in
order to arrange for a couple of more ambulances to come up forward in case they were needed.
By the time all this had taken place and I had eaten supper with the field artillery unit
itk yhom we ave housed, the three hours that I mentioned kad passed,
You know; we kave the most amusing situation wiich has arisen with respect to owfbpe;' ra=
 %ion, Formerly we received sbout two bottles of beer per month for each man, Then suddenly
_they got the idea that each gan would drink two ‘bottles of been per day if &;t;:la‘ m;dm e TE
%o im, Wiell, to start with ye didn't get an issue until quite a few were due us, and when
finally came in there were 11 bottles per man, Since men don't drink beer you can imag-
ine that the beer drinkers had all they might want. I felt that the problem of d:.-sﬁre:l.bu'b%ng |
this beer to the men wio are up forward was simply too gr?a:b a problem to add to.‘b; prol belems
of supplying drugs and rations forward and evacuating patients to the rear, so 1 htrtt:gi er
accwmilabe with the hopes thgt we would be pulled out of line and then have the oppo Ert :
of having one big party end getting rid oflal% %ilt}w beer. We'ili-.la, th?;gﬁih;mih;e h;gpemc}i uge
the meantime we had gotten a ration of 13 bottles per man, Realizir uldn
i?.’l. this g::er, I kad itgsent %o our storage afea Lo be kept there until we pulled out igf t::e
line again. Well, it looks like we won't be going to the rear for the time being and
neantimeg we have had another issue of 13 bottles and the threat of another one coming ug; oY
As a result we are going to R so ymch beer that it wikll be a problem of tramperting e
ever we move, Therefore we - handed out 13 bottles to each man ( I received the fuli ra 'tn
of 26 bottles at one time, can you imagine me drinking 26 bottles of bem'?-l)_’omd still - 'hom‘bhen
been able to get these 13 bottles to the men up at the front, bmt we plan give - Seoag
waenever they come back for a rest and are replaced by other men in the companys Sinee Aoadns
bottles of beer per day are gbout all I care for even under warm weather conditions, looks |
like I shall have to be giving away a fair quantity of the beer thal I receive. o |
Our present location is a pretty safe one, since derry has no observa’ca.orfl oie gﬁs bui ‘Jw- :
and it would take obsemdt 3 otd..ng.to do amy'h me bzoaiiae‘gthﬁ?eigygz jg_'l. :o uldn‘mt e .
5 : uild i ey Wik, .
mogg!a;;egflgh:epe%mmél in the i‘milding, ab 13“2:- got %‘3 g\;r ?gi;smwt:; 1:: ugo& ‘have
e puns not too far sway from us and he occasionally tries to locate _ :
ol memiele 33 cochioe sis ot 3 ity b ot o T B
building te bother us very much, ihe O x B g St
- seems to come over occasionally) but again we are ra
— %ﬁﬁﬁ?&mﬁ&e we are located in the mountains away from any :mrpv:arts.x:tlfsh roads
ﬁl ingtallations, When he comes over ke igt;su:]f.]y %:ka%f fgrma:;zas far‘bh;g %;a.gklt it g
are, So you see, all in all, this is a pre safe place, remBiHOn i
jnbains on sbay here as any where else in them, Une thing n thankful
ggsﬁ the’fg,c?ggtjggt i:BJ::ry ar'?i]lery and not American artillery that is shooting at us.
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After talking to the office i i ing
work and then having an exprlanas- oiigzhxe aii:%dhﬁttjﬁagmmm Wiﬂmsg;ﬁtagggt gl
Wiy we are so superior to them and have been able to make our advance : % oileg PR
read some of the things which © told i e M i
i ngs ch they told me in magazines from home, yeb there are other things

abt they havg:’ explained to me which ave probably military seerets and therefore 1'd belter
forget about the whold thing for the time being, Buffice it to say that it gives one a nice
feeling of secl}rity to know that our artillery is on our side and not on the Jerries,

_The_other niz bt our weapons carrier did not get here with our supper, or dinner really, so
we decided o make Mulligan stew from our 10 in 1 rations. Mulligan stew, ff you don'tzl;ppén
to know, is a stew comuinly made by hoboes, It consists of every type of food the hoboes are
able to beg, borrow, or steal, thrown into a common pot and made into a stew. The boys up :
forward, along with Lits Vit who acts as hhe cook, have been making it and we have
1;.;:1‘% hOV; dehcﬁio%s ?it'i?,u a:%;ls decided p@‘!’a dto zry it, Van was the cook, and I'm afiaid that he

ar too muech food ¥ t and not enough waters Despite this it it

fhers was a tremendous groung left over, I e 3 pe e ¥ €0 iz

Speaking of food, we kad quite a problem turn up with the litber bearers, When the roads
were in good shape e nsed to bake rabions up to them with our vehicles, Ordinarily they pick
up their rations with the batbalion aid stations.fiid) However, waen they began to get better
rations from us than they did from the aid stations and this without even having to go after
them, they failed to pick up their rations at ‘the aid stations which in turn stopped ordering
rations for them, Now, with the woads bad becsuse of the rains, the ambulances don't go all

“the way up to the 1litter bearers'! hangoutl, and in faet don't even return %o our company with

the patients bub take them to a clearing station other than ours and as a result no rations
were getting up to Them from us and the aid stations were not ordering rations for them sO
that they ran oub of food, Did they screaml John called me up and insisted on getlting a couple
of mules just for the 1itter bearers to take up rations o them, I knew that that was post un=

. likely, since mules are used by the infantry and they won't give up any of their mules for

__Jove or money, However

the executive officer to 8 wiaat he could do about t.

He %old me that ke cot 45 have any miles but that he § =86 that the aid stabions |

 would have rations for the men the very next morning. On call ing Jokn back to leb him know
" the situation, I learned +hat one of the boys had Salked to one of the Italian mleteers and
. he was going to see that ke brought some gtuff up to them on one of the mules the following

so it looks like the boys will be fed by both the aid station and mWy companys Lhat

morning
. should make them quite ]

happy « e

In this army the man yith the "know-how'!. can often get things which others who go thru reg-
ular channels are never able to obtain. Ve thought we were doing very well waen we obtained
two electric generators, one 2 emall one which is issued for collecting companies since we

- put up a howl for the need of them in combat, and the other which our motor sgbe Was able to
- pick up somewhere = where I kave never asked him in order not to embarrass hime Both of these
" ‘are now in poor worlking condition and we are looking nigh and low for a source to acquire an-

other one since we can't ge;garba to yepair Uhis ones Well, in this field artillery unit with
us there seems to be a warran officer with the 'know-how's e is regular army and wmst know
someons in supply Dbecause, altho kis unit is not entitled to have even one generator, they
have taree of them, and whenever one breaks dovn he is always able o trade it in and get &
so0d one in ibs place. The officers upstairs have promised me thalb they will introdude him to
me when he comes around and maybe I shall be able to work on kis sympatiyy to get a good one

for my companys As it is, ‘the artillery is now furnishing Ehis station with light, which is

quite a convenience. The windows in these Ttalion buildings are all quite ‘small and leave in

only a minimum amount of light during the day time, In fach, since the war has passed by the
buildings, there are no more intact windoWw panes, and with rain and cold air blowing into the !

room at a terrific rate, it beoame a problem as to how we could have Light writhout the accomp

cold air and raine We finally figured oub thal our gas capes have a clear cellophane
ion wiich it turns oub makes quite a good.wjnd.owﬂ withholding the cold air and letting

the light in. In fact, the idea was 50 well liked by our regimental group that they are going

to do the same twing at their headquariers. ; -

The other dgy some of our litter bearers with one of the aid stations were sent baek for
a reste A few hours later the batbalion they were With called up and I understood b o
ask that their litter bearers should be sent back to thems This was utterly absurd, and 1
told the battalion sO, but they insisted thab I should send them up ab once, or by mnoon
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the following day at the latest. I called up John and he couldn'd see the sense in it either
so he ealled the aid station to find out just what was up. It turned out that they wers .
balking about a quart of liquor whichk was coming to them and I was talking about litter bear-
erss I still ean't figure out where the confusion came in, becavse I used the words litber
bearers several times in our conversation, but I guess that they had their minds so set on
the liquor that they didn't pay any attention to what I was sgying, You know, eack week a
quart of liquor is issued to each aid station, distributed thru us to them, give o pam
‘tients that come into the stations It is interesting to note that some of the babtalions
nsver ask for their liquor share, whereas others start yelling for it before it is due 0.
come to them, Tt is used by most of them for patients that come in thoroughly soaked by i
rain and chilled to the bone, and¢in these cases, as long as the patient is then kept im.
the warmth, I don't think it is a bad idea, But the surprising thgng is that some of the aid
stations seem ‘to use just as much when the weather is good as when it is bad, Zhat, to me,
suggests that it isn't the patient, bubt rather the aid station personnel that get’ the Tiguor.

Lt, Cols English visited wilh us the other day. Dvery once in a while he drops in 'on us
and asks if we need anything, I have mentioned him to you many times, He is a west point
graduate and is second in command in our regiment. He ig from one of the southern states and
has a southern accent so thick that you can almost spread it on a corn pone., As a rule ke is
extremely nice and considerate, and as far as I am concerned ke has always been that way with
me or members of my company; but I have seen his eyes flash fire at times and I am sure that
he has a temper as quick as mine, However, ke is very well liked by almost every one in '
regiment. One of these days he should become regimental commander, especially since the c ?
parture of the commanding officer on either rotation or furlough twe still haven't learned).
Temporarily we have received a man from our division headquarters to head our regiment, but
I believe that this man is only with us temporarily in order to evaluate the qualifications
of Lt. Cols English, I believe you met him at the officers club at Ft, Dix, an extremely
handsome, well built relatively young man, While he was here one of the battalions called up

\_for some drues, talking W telling him that they nseded it at once, Welll, welre

used to these urgent requests for drugs and usually ignore thél unless they have some item
witich is really an emergency item, There were no such items in this order, bub English in=
sisted that we send back for it at once, saying that he would take it up forward if we de=
livered it to regimental hq. Well, that isn't the usual way we send drugs forward to the aid
stations, and we wondered about it, Usually we send them forward with a member of our litter
-squad or the liaison man attached to the battalion requiring the drugs, or if aubulances are
:ge to go 2ll the way up to the ald station we send it up by ambulance, If all these methods
are inconvenient, we usually send it up with the mule Yg#f train, However, we weren't averse
to having the message center deliver our drugs for us, I didn't like the idea of sending back
the only ambulance we had available, but a jeep would have too much trouble over these roads
s0 I had ho choice in the matter, After all when you receive a direct request from someone |
with more rank than you have, you usually Mave to consider it an order, He doesn't realize
that when we send the e back it means an all day trip, Well, at any rate, we did send
the ambulance back and when it returned it dropped the packages off at regimsn'hai headquarte
“ers where they refused to accept it and the driver brought it back to us at the forward stam
tion, By this time it was too dark to bother meking any more trips, and I decided to send it
up to John at the ALP in the morning and have lim take it up forward with him, since ke was
going out to visii the babttalions. Well, he said ke'd wait for it when I called him, but ke
decided not to wait, and as a result it finally went up the following day on the mule train,.
Two days to get up there, whereas if it had gone thru our regular chammels of supply it

would have taken only one day. However, the aid station didn't sing the blues and Eng

was sabisfied, so I guess everything turned out OK.

Itts funmy kow I'11 start out a letter with practically nothing to ssy and then write
three pages and still feel that I've really said nothing in partieular,

¢ Well, that's all for the time being, at any rate, altho I still have lots of notes aboub
little things which go on around here, :

Mail is coming thru quite well, for a change, I received five letters yesterdasy and three
to-day, all but one of them from you. They go all the way up to Oct. 20, Ok yes, I also re-
ceived a package from you yesterday, about 5 cans of sardines, sone chopped herring, and a
"box of Barrieini's candies, The candies are delicious, I'1l let jou know aboub the others
as I eat ¢ I really enjoy the pictures you send me of the kids, They are growing smazing.
1y and I h¢ate like the deuce to miss this stage of both their lives, Maybe I'11 be able to

- nﬂm-jnd closer o1 *bhe nexb. ONeSe Al gy love’ Walt.



