Good evening, darling:  Sab 18 November, 19LL 1730
Tin afraid that I didn't get around to writing as early as bat that was because 1
visited the clearing station this afternoon and sat and shmoosed with Johmnie Newsocks Thert
are a few things which I forgot to mention about my trip into town, They aren't particularly
importantbut in view of the very little news that I have to tell you I thought that I'd tell
you about it, more or less 10 £411 in space. ¥y policy is still the same, volume in wribting
inorderto;)reservethefeelingthgbl'mtalkﬁmgtomfcralongertimthanashor'ble'b-
ter like a V mail gives me. ; :
To give you an idea of the excellent cuisine at the hotel let me tell you of the following
incident that occurred whem I had Tag there as my guest at the last meal before re-
turning to our company. We had started off the meal with soup (they always served soups ab
the noon and evening meals and they were truly excellent), Our waiter was being harrassed by
a group of.drunks at the next , one of whom would suddenly rise from his chair and fol-
1ow the waiter whevever the waiter happened to go. Itmrealfﬂfurmr, for if the walter #
stopped to do something the drunken officer would practically lean on his shoulder as he
watched what he was doinge Of course, doing that kind of thing was sure to result in some ac-
cidentg, and it did, soup being sg?led on practically all of the officers at the same table
with the drunk, At any rate when the waiter brought us a tart surrounded by pinespple immed- -
iately after the soup we tlmughttha‘bheha.dforgottenthath@hadn't served us the main cours
and was bringing us our dessert. We called this to his attention and he was as puzzled as we
were, He had to go over and check with the memn to dimcover that he was serving us chicken
pot pie, The pie portion of this was thin and flaky just like the rich pastries thab the Ital=
ians make, and the pastry cook ab thab hotel is tops, The rolls he made for each meal (we
_were never served bread except as toast at breakfast) were as mood as any 1 have ever eaten,
. and I've eaten some pood onese ; :
- In the hotel there were a group of USQ girls who stayed there in between there shows up
. forward, They were very pretty girls and quite reserved, mixing very 1ittle with the officerss
1 wouldn't call that being snooty but rather being ¢ s because officers just back from
the front lines can be prehqg'm with their attentions, % Itm sure would not take mo
for an answer. (That reminds mle of a little thing 1 read, 1 belfeve you sent it to me: "When |
a lady sgys NO she means perhapsj when she sgys PERHAPS she means yes; when ghe sgys YES she
is no lady.") The zirls are part of the £1la Logan USO show. It seems that Ella logan, a most
attractive wench, was married to an officer who was killed in North Africa and has been giving
USO shows since, The girls dress Very nicely and 21l of them are extremely attractive girls,
so that it is a pleasure just to look at them, One night as I lay in bed reading 1 heard some
. beautiful harmonizing coming up from the barrooms There was one girls volce in the groupy and
_there was no question but that she was one of the USO girls, It was so nice to lie there in
bed and listen to good American harmomy. I reminded me of lying on the sofa listening to the
radios P .

There is a tremendous difference in the wgy the Ttalian worlmen go about doing things and
theww‘the.&msricanmkmenmﬂddnthe.gamsjob.l[taliansgoinfor s Slowly and
tediously trying to make each small picce perfect, The American workman is not as eareful in
hie work but will mske three things wirile the Ttalian makes one, The difference in the tech-
niques of our two nations was showm very typically by the Jobum-.chlmentiomdtoyoumbe-
ing done in the hotel lobby on the skylight, If you remember I mentioned that the lobby was
entirely enclosed by glass ancithabapparenﬂwthegl&softheeeﬂjmwasmedd:ﬁngthe
summer and replaced with bamboo plus some translucent, or pat;ﬂndy transiucent clothe This knzr;
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sulted in the appearance of a skylight overheads When I arri on Sunday the workgmem had not
nnishe@quibehalfofthejobmdwhenileftonﬂmradaytheyhadputmmaiswms'
ot.thegms.TheframemrkvasupthemandaJlthsy'hadtedowastumkazttheoldha:'d

g]e.icethepwoperpanainitsproperplaceandmtwum.lnthev.s.Mca:ayou

a-i:'m taldngfarmreﬂmnamektodnammkinalobby?l'msmthatmleaﬂ

mlmtmu,s.mﬂﬁhmemedmhmwdoﬂmmmammg and had the lob«

by 211 ready in a few hourse Lach american would have done about three times as mach work as

each Italian dide They spend more time standing around and discussing this and that method of

doingthingsthantheydoacmaJinntheProcessofdningit.Bm, it helped me to pass
some of my time away, watching them worke

I Yelieve I've told you that Tag is the PX officer in our company. For some reason or other




: Do :

So far this month he has logt $7.00s It isn't hard to understand why an officer can lose money
on this job, If a mants bill totals $1.16 and he doesn't have the odd penny, he loses one cent
on that transaction, Multiply that by 120 and you can see that on one cent deficit he can lose
more than a dollar, Then, since beer is one thing that the men will steal if they have the
slightest chance, it is not uncommon to lose a case or 80, 80 it isn't difficult to see where
the FX officer ends up giff/df with the loss of a few dollars. Since the army doesn't allow any
overcharging of the men’ at the P X there is usually no way to make up such a defiecit legiti-
mately., However, I knew that most of the boys in the company are very eager to get some Xmas
cards, so I gave Tag 520 to buy some cards for ‘the boys, He bought 100 of them at 15¢ each
and in order to make up some of his loss sold them to the boys for 20¢ each, The only chance
of going wrong on a deal like thdt was in case the boys didn't like the cards and you were
stuck with them, but this didn't happen, and actually we had far less than they wanteds So now
with a $5 grofit on that deal, Tag is out only $2 on the PX, an amount that isn't enough to
worry about, :

If you remember, I told you that I was taking my german P 38 into town with the object of
selling it to an air corps officer, if the price was large enough, and possibly buying some
silverware for the money. Well, I never did get over to the air corps officers club and actu- |
ally forgot all about the gun until I was on my way home. Then one of the lieuwtenants whom I

- was taking home in the ambulance told me that he had sold a P 38 while at the hotel, lle had

- been at the bar at the hotel when an officer from the 5th Army walked up to him and asked him

whether he knew where the officer could get hold of a P 38, The darned fool wouldn't admit that

- he wanted it as a souvenir but told the lieutenant that he was going back up to the front and |
| wanted to carry one with him, The lieutenant told him that he had his with him and the officer

eagerly offered to give him all the money he had in his pocket at the time for the gun, Thisg,
the officer said amounted to $180., Needless to say the lieutenant went upstairs to get the
gune When he returned with it the officer was extremely crestfallen and told the lieutenant |
that he was sorry that he had gaused him a1l that trouble becuase he found that he didn't have
enough money to buy the gune It seems that his $180 had dwindled to $138. The lieutenant ;
grabbed the money saying, "If you're crazy enough to pay that much money for the gun you ean \
have it", So both of them were quite pleased with the transaction, I thirk I'11 carry that gun |
with me from now on, I certainly would like to get $100 or more for it, for it eertainly does
not have that much souvenir value for me, and anyway I'm sure that I shall be able to get an=
other sne when we start pushing again, 3

While I was in tomn I tried at several places to get some carbide for a carbide lamp which
I have acquired, I didn't have any luck. I think that I had better make a request for &t, I

| imagine that it comes in one pound packages which are kept air tight. See if you can pick me
| up a pound of it, I believe the actual name of it is calmium carbide, It is a hard Iumpy white
| substance which is burned in carbide lamps, i.e. the tmpe of lamps which miners use., All that |

is necessary is to add water to the carbide and a gas is given off (acetylens, I believel which

 burns with a brilliant white light. It v be far better than candles, which is our usual
. gource of light, :

When I returned to the company, one of the men came up to me with a postcard which he had

' received from a postoffice in Iowa stabing that they were holding a letter for him becanse A
 there was 6¢ postage due, He was furious about it, and I could appreciate his feelings

 how much mail medns to us over here. He wanted to know what to doy, and I suggested that he
. 2nd them a 6¢ stamp and have the letter forwarded to him, However, that didn't suit his pur-

' 0se, and he asked my permission to send them a money order for $1.00 with a note accompanying

% censuring them for holding on %o the mail and suggesting that they use the remainder of the
loney order to pay for posbage short mail to soldiers overseas., I told him that it was OK with
ne and that I would sign the censorship of ite It will be fumny if the thing turns out %o be
some advertisingo
I believe I told you about the tricks some of the goldbricks use to try to get sent back to
the hospital, even if it is only for a couple of days. They'll try most any stunt if they think
that they can get away with its We had one of the extreme examples of this yesterday, As you
kmow these boys can't get sent back if they go to their battalion surgeon because he kmows then
well enuf to know that they are bluffing and will only send them back to duty. As a result they
try to go to some other unit surgeon in the hopes that he will send them back, Last nite two
oldiers stopped in our station looking for the clearing station of a naboring unit. It was
ite dark and there was no question but that they would have a great deal of trouble finding
"t eno we inquired as to their reasons for looking for it. They said that they had been up in
o= > o -
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