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 Good afternoon, darling: ‘ 21 November 19hli 1200 Tvesday

$ihis is a quiet dgy, more like a Sundsy than Sunday, itself, was, Probably the reason

it gives me such an impression is that one of my mechanics fixed the clock at the chwurch

across the way and it now rings every fifteen mimites, Surprigingly, it keeps perfect time
checking right along with radio time, There is no question but that the of this com-
mnity have profited by owr stay around here, They have been receiving excellent medical
care, all the food that they ean eat, and have not been molested by the troops, even though
the troops may have had to live in the bigger part of their homes, Speaking of molesting,
we have been having a funny ineident occurring in the company. Patterson, a young soldier

-, in the company whom I have made p nent. KP because he gets so frightened yp whén things

t a bit hot that he disturbs of the other soldiers in the front lines, has gradual-
accumlated a mmber of natives to do hig KP for him, for which they receive the uneagt-

. en foods One of his native workmen is a handsome youth under 20 who dresses very well and

is very friendly, This youth has taken a fancy to P atterson and promised him that he would
ifix him up" with one of the girls hereabouts. The idea appealed to Patterson when it was
f:lrsttoldtolﬁ.m,butﬁenthagﬂrleamWomdwgand'bheljhaiiancalledherovm'to
meet Patierson, he dove into the kitchen and wo uldn't come out for love or monay, It took

no time for the story to get around the company and P at took such a ribuing that he deci-
ded to have another try at it; so last night he, accompanied by Macri (a second girl had
been added to the "available" list walked up the hill %o the fﬁls' house, However, the firls
were bugy ironing clothes for an officer who needed them for- morning, so the visit did :
mot p an out, This time, P at, in order to ereate a better impression on the boys thru Mae- .
ri, tried to hang around, knowing that nothing would come of it; but Macri brought him ba
back, To-day the girl passed by (I saw her for the first time and isarned that she is preg-
nant, the father being a German soldier) and the Italian boy stopped her and ealled P at out
to go up to her house with her, but the idea of coitus in broad daylight did not appeal to

P ab!s assthetic sense, so it looks like he affair is off, The boys have been kidding P ab
no and have told the Italian that P at is a virgin which both amazed and amused him no
end, It seems that I am the only one in the company who is in favor of Pat keeping his vir- |
_ﬂzﬂw.limaframthatumwskaepmmhmmm%Patmdiws.nbeonme"‘g

Sunday I met a Capte Mgy, a doctor from Marion Ill,, a small town close to Sal's town of
Ziegler, I1l, He knows Scl but did not know that we were located as close to him as we ares
Heis €0 of a collecting company of another division and dropped in to seefl us when he
drove by our place. Ve compared notes and find that for the most part we run our compamgtes i
very similarly. However, he has more difficulty with his combat team than I do with ours, It
seems that it is a policy in his division for the colleeting company litter bearers to work
forward of the aid station, When he put up a howl gbout this, the battalion surgeon outsmart-
ed him by putting the MAC officer in charge, of half a battalion aid station practieally up
with the front line troops and since he Mas to bring the patients back from the forward aid
gtation, they had him hooked, So far our aid stations never move in fronmt of the battalion
CP and we laid down the law right ab the beginning of combat that our men were to be used on-
1y in evacuating patients from the aid station to the rear, except in emergency gA#F# situa-
tionse I'm sure that it is this fact which accounts for. the low rate of wounded and ’
that we have had in owr companye. Capte lay's company has lost 6 times as many men killed
as 1y company hase In the course of our discussion I learned thet Runde's compary is faged
with the same situation, his litter bearers working forward of the aid station and the aid
ghation litter bearers working to the rear. It is probably for that reason that he has lost

 more men than I have, There is no question that the element of luck still rides with ny com-
; payy and I hope and pray that At comtimues,

Capte May has a Capt, Kessler from F rice Hill in Cincy as one of his medicse I can't pla

:h:im,*alﬂmli‘ainﬂyrememharal{essl'er, a thin nice-ltoking gellow in a class or two after

mine at UCs It looks like I won't get the chance to mee® altho I do feel that it would
be interesting, I am wondering if he might not have been in Ben's class,

- Gapt.Gmkﬁ.,thebatta]ionaurgeoninmcombatteammlivesinchicagoanduhoefm
into the army at Camp Grant the same time I did and went to Shelby at the same time, also (h
isthefellowwhorodewithAdiQFriedmanaMIfmmGrm'boGhidagothedsg-'Itoof:tm
pl ane to Cincy to surprise you) stopped in to see me yesterday, He looks like hell and I
agked him what was wrong with him, He really had a woeful tale to tell, It seems that for
some time he has been having anginoid pain with occasional attacks of paroxysmal tachycardia
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, one of which lagted for thres hours, His ang;n.nm.d attacks are somewhat typical and yebt he

doesn't feel that it is the real sagina and won't show amything.on EKG or if he goes into
the hospital for a check up, He feels that others will think thit he is goldhricking if he
ges into the hospital and has therefore been sticking it outs He told me that for 10 dgys
was s0 gick that he had trouble getting out of bed, becanse of precordial discomfortes One
day when he was moving up toward the very front lines glong with his battalion a seizure of
this hit him and he had to fall out while his medics wenb on up ahead, Just then an art
illery came into his immediabe viecinity and he was too tired to even look for cover
under this added stimilation, and just lay where he was hoping that none of the fragments
would strike him, Major Thompson happened to drop in later in the day and I asked him whether
he knew sbout Garwacki's silmente H @ sald he did, but seemed to feel that Garwacki was.real-
1y faking, for he feels that no with symptoms of angina would contime doing strémuous
work of the %ype Garwacki must do, ege climbing up mountaing, He feels that Garwacki is too
sure that the hosp ital will find nothing wrong wish him and therefore doesn't wanb to go in,

 He also saild that Garwacki wrote in for a transfer to agnother unit in the division (clearing

station) where he can do some @ tive treatmenmt, gi his qualifications for being sble
to do surgery. Actually there is no definitive trealment on wounded A# within our divis-
ion, the first wnit doing dhis type of work being the field hospital for seriously wounded and
the evacuation hospital for less seriously wounded, Thompson thinks that Garwacki is just

 tived of his job and wants to get an easier one, particularly since Imowing thab Kirby who was

formerly a battalion surgecn and who is now with the clearing station has such an easy time of
ites At any rate, I had glready told Garwacki to come in and see me at the station if and when
we ever get to a rest area and I would send him into the hospital for EKG and work ups. If he
doesntt do that when the time comes I will feel that he is probgbly faking. _
Garwacki was also greatly perturbed about one inecident and wvery enthusiastic about another
that had receintly occurred, le was enthusiasbic aboub the fact that in the static situation
under which we are now living he had been able %o set up a small hospital of his om,kmngl
non-battle=-cagualiies as patients and treating them ri theres He found out that he could |
- save conslderable time by doih# his own treating, since it 4akés quite a long time to get men

.. back from the lwspﬂ.taliaanddma there is a premium on men at present, he felt his work was

well appreciated by the battalion commander, He mentioned a case of trench foot ¥

| especially _
. waich be treated and bad back to duty in 12 dgys, whereas similar cases of the same inteesity

sent farther back take much longer than that to return, The ineident which perturbed him was

. the case of a battle casuslty who lost his leg at the knee due to a shell fragment, Garwackl

is a catholic and he claims that in such cases the catholic religion states that the leg shouls

ﬂbebm'ied;}asbasifitmabmw. He tried to give the leg to the graves registration off-

dcer but they refused to take it and sent &t back to him, He was 2ll upset by thise I know
that the idea of burying a leg in a cemetery would never have come into ny mind and I suggested
that he bury it in his back yards I understand tidis is what he finally did, He did not follow
suggestion of talking with the priest to see if he couldn't set a policy for fubure

&

. of cases of this type. Talking to Tag and zhother catholic officer both of them said that they
. had never heard any catholic policy laid down to the effeet thabt limbs should receive burial
- equivalent to that of a bodye. Mind you, the soldier that lost the leg is a protesbant and is

gtill alive and in good shape. It was intercsting to notice how perturbed Garwacki seemed to
be over this situation , which to me presented no problem at all, lMaybe I'm cold-hearted, .
The other morning we received a rush call Bo send some embulances out to an area which had

. been shelled in order to pikck up some casualties, The umit was not one of our units but we

never ask questions in these cases and alwgys send the ambulances if we have them, In this case
had only one ambulance available and since it sounded like we would need more than this I
the ambulance sergeant to send out the one smbulance which was to stop at Renzi's company
ick np o more ambulances on its way up to pick up these casualties, I gave him very j
ingtructions as to just what to do, and gave the mabtter no more thought, A few minutes
ambulance had set out we received another call %o send an ambulance to one of ouwr |

85

: the
- omn unibs to pick up some casualibies, The areas were very close togebther, but still we knew
once

that the ambulances had picked up the casualties they had gone after, they would

- not botgher to check with any of add stations other than those involved and that the case |

ualties at our aid station would not be taken care of, so I sent Macri uwp in a jJeep to make
gure that our aid station was also btaken care of, As a precaution I suggested that he stop in
Renzi's company and see if we had gotiten the two ambulances, It turned out that the ambulances
had been refused them ab Renzi's because the man who went in to ask for it didn't realise that
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‘the ambulances were needed for an emergency and thought that they were only going to make

gick eall, Henzi immediately gave the smbulances to Macri who contimed on vp to the area
where the casualties were, only to find o ut that the original casualties had already been
taken care of by a collecting station of the other divigion, Since our ambulance did not kmow
about the casualties at our omn aid station Macri took one of the B compary ambulances and
- picked up the casualties there and sent them right back to the clearing sbation, It's a good
 thing that I happened to send Maeri out afterward or there really would have been a mess, ds

it was all casualties were taken eare of in excellent time so we had nothing to worry about.

It just gives you an idea how easily well thought out plans may go amry in this manks army,

The actual difficulty arose when the ffff ambulance sgb, gave instructions to the mmbulanae
- driver who told the ambulance assigt nothihg emeept that he was to go into Renzils station
' and ask for two ambulances for use’ It proves that if you wanb o be sure that things go prope
- erly every man imvolved in a situation mush be told what the situation is. ;

- Testerday I started February Hill, ky Victoria ILincoln, I imagine that you have read some
reviews on 1te I think that it caused a furor when it first came out, Once I got interested ‘
'in 3% I read until midnite to finish it, Actually iz is not an ekeeptionally good book, but |
it is interesting, I believe you may remember that it is the ‘gbout a lovable harlot, the
-mother of four children, wife of a Harvard eduaated drunk, and the daughter of a tough old
harlot, likewise loveable. I believe the reviews discusse_c’i its similarity to tobacco road ]
~with a northern setting, The boys in the compary have been asking for the book "With the. green
cover because they heard that it had a lot ‘of sex in it and plenyy of dirty words, Does thab
glve you an insight in the type of reading that the average man in the army is looking for?
Actually I believe that they are dis inbed in it because the sex scenes probably don't go
~into sufficient detail for theme I Aﬁ/pﬁo know that I have read many books which were mich £ile
thlere However, the fact that they are merely reading a book is wortlwhile, since most of the
‘men in the company ssy that they can't keep their atbention hinged to one thing long enough to
'read a book, Of course, they can play cards all day long, but that doesn't count,
i Well, sweets, that's about/gll for now, I probably won't have: the opportunity of writing
anything in the AN as I expectito be busy, but If11l catch up aghdn sooner or laber, Ty
£ A1 ny love, deary’’ - :
Walt,




