Walt to Ros, Yec. 25th, 1944 ~ Xmas nighte

Well, “mae is well on mwto beconlng a memory, but & most pleasant one.

In fact, I can't ploture how 1t could have been any more pleasant other than
spending 1t at homg with you and the childrens I am very thankful that we
didn't have to spend oup holiday 'n the Livouse area which we had had in the
reat area since 1L would ‘have meant that we would have had no civilians to
brivg in the truly enjoyable element of a celebration of sush a holidey, As 1%
1s, situated here lun this small Italian town, our company being the only “merie
can soldiers ever to bilﬁk in this town, and brokem up inteo small groups each
1%8ing with an Ttallan family, our boys have won the hearts of all the eivile
lan=, and they, with the pbvious pleapure In housing us, have won our hearts,

: ; %
Yeaterday our sltuation wae Buch that we did nﬁb o bave any “mas cele=
bration at all. I had a gohpany formation at chow - {that 1s the only time
that the company 1s all together, since they are living in the small groups

all thru the town) axl asked the boys to avo'd deinking the wire which the
natives were so liberally tiylng to force on thems ‘hey were amacingly coope
erative and we had no omess in the company at ell and I ac 1y belleve
that you could count the men who took even a swallow of wine on the finzers of
one hand. Lowever, at 9350 word csme down that we could permit the ment to
celebrate the holidayse I Lad 14 quarts of cognme and pum which the mon had
bought for gxs,alab@ation'pf our annivor;ary and 1‘ 1y, but since aﬁ them

we @ go mas mass and others we o sleeping, I sent word around they
could é‘rl?.gk as mch as the Ttallan's wine as was of fered to thm and that we

would drink the s tronger liquor todaye Jeedless to say they were bickled pinlk,

Last night belng “mas eve, I thought &hat I would take a walk eround town and
#¢e how the varlous ?-cm 8 wore onjoyiny themselves and malke sure that they
were behaving, A bually Qe latier is not necesss m they are so apprece
iative of the kind welcor they bave recefved Peorle with whom they are
Liting that they woulda' ual admiration,

t do a thing to spoil :
irst I went into the fawthest bullding where the kitahcn is set up and where

F 1L

52 men are living In 1 small group of isolated bulldings. ‘here, in the Italian
portlon of thelr liv narie they had fixed up a Xmas tre which wes the
wonder of all the sma unitye in fack, the oniy. ? treeas In the entire

commmumity are the ones wilch xi men nave pub upe Apparently trees are too prege
lous Yo the ‘tallans for thom to cut them down umecessarily, The boys had -
sirung cotbon on the trees, tled small packets of candy and ehewing gum all
over the branches, lald small gifts at the bottom of the tree, The natives were
sc Impressed by this that they ealled in practically ever inhabitant of the
entire commmlty. That imas tree and the "wonderful" atoves the Americans carry
with them were the featured attrmctions of the evening., No Ttallen can £o neay :
the group of "kitchen houses" without being called in to see those S kitehen
stoves which can cook a meal Inslde a house without eansing any soot and needing
no stove plpe, and which take no time at all to be set up for cooking, Everywhere
. We have gone In Italy those stoves have attracted attention, The boys were site
ting around a table beside the Xmas tree llstening to the radio belonging to
the Itallans, one group writing lettors while anothep o up serenaded the inhabe
“Ztante with 8 curolsS. it was a pleasure to walk in and note the feeling
of friendship which mg.%d\t ted all over the place,

LKext T stopped iInto ancther place where four of men are slee and £

them sitting around a table in the kitchen mm"i zirls af lbagimiﬁ or 1$m
serenaded them with ‘mas carols. lieediess to say everysne around here is eating
american eandy which the boys have been recelving ‘n tremendous quantities in
the'r Xmas packazes. I was teremted in the fact that in euch of these places
wmtro was a full flagon of wine on the table which the boys had not to ched (word

not yet come down permitting us to colnbm?)' _ '



- e
Vass was held last night and practically all of Bhe boye attended, despite
their relinions. Moat of them went to naes with the Italisn civilians, while
gnme of them went to the RERXIITOTCRIMREOOLES GI mass being held in the larger
town mesr which we sve livinge “he boys who went %o the civilian church btold
me thet when the colleotlon basket was pussed around they had put cne dollary
aplece in i%, and this caused & tremendous amount of discussion ancd interest
among the oivilians, who bad been putting 5 and 10¢ in the basket, “ome of
the boye also told me that they had given some of the canmed foods, ctCay
which they had weceived in the packages fron home Lo the people with whom
they were living and the people tried Go pay them for 1t, which of course
they refused. I can’t stress fioiently the good féeling that exists bew
tween the men and the elvilians. Fxcent Tor Rome, this is the first tlme
we have hit a Gown whore jean soldlers had not previously beeng except
of coursa, some of the {8 theu which we fought, and usumllywe wers oub
~f those bowns before the civilians returned, and anyway those towns were
weaten up, but this town doesn © show any mavages of war except fop the
railway track which rums parallel %o the town about W& awaye There
we can ses the rerains of a train which our planes while in motlon,
and needless to say, 1t 18 a mess. '

Yesterday the company received 20 packases of mail end Today we received a like
amownt, ie0s, sacks, not packages. ieally that 1s & lot of mail and some of the
boys recelved 8 packages aplece. i recelved one package from you, as I did
agaln today., In addition I received tremendous amounts of fowrth clams reading
material (8 P¥s, 3 WY ¥mes, 4 israelites, 5 Oreenfield mes) and in addition
T veceived 4 letters, 80 it was a perfect Xmas €Vo. The latest letter I ave
received from you 18 Degeo5 which I recelived todaye '

T was kept busy vreading all the newapapers until midnight last night, since
there weve so rany of them that I wamied to pet them out of the ways Tag went
to micnight masa end [ turned off the 1ights before he cam back (we have elecs
tric lichts from 7 pems until 5 Delle) ie2ey the lights cen be turned on during
the day, when you don't need them, but in the evening houps from 6 %o 8, when
1t is quite black, there are no lighis. ihen too, the 1ighis have a way of
t1tokerine. being orlght fop awnile and then gebbing dim for awhile which 1s
most dlsconcertinge L never did hear Yag coms in and In fact aién’'t walen
wntil 10 this awyme e had no breakiast scheduled for this morning, plenning %o
have ovr turkey at 11:50. Our Xmas meal wae excellent, with turkey, '
sance, beans, onions, ple, nubs, and ail the nlives one could eate There wWas
not anite enough turkey s0 some of 'the boys had %o eat pork chops, which

of them prefer snywaye “e made arangements for the boys to get the 1fquor el
we had bought for the party we had plamned to have in the last area, a combinae=
t1sr anniversery a d Xmas perty, which would have been held last night, and the
rganlte have been just what one would have expected. S0 far we have put 2 of t‘q
men to bed, but on the whole the compeny hasn't gotten very drunke I stopped |
1n several of the houses after our Xmas dinner to see how everything was and |
found, at one place, that ¢ of the men had eo e over to the house and were
eating a sec meal right with the family, Apparently the people in this
sector haven't suffered very much from food shortage. Thelr meat consists .
chiefly of fowl which they seen to have in plenty quantity. ‘hey served ;
chicken, then pepk chops (whilch the men probably brought over from our kitchen)
and as & spegial dish v served aparrows which they had shote i

Tn another hovge nto which I had gone, a girl was doing ner homework, helped

b{ the boys in the company, “he was dning some long division end when I checked

1% out of curiovsity T found that 1t was definltely wromg end the boys didn't

have the first idem as to how to do 1t properlye The be I got to lmow these

)gntﬁ.n ;he company ﬁ:? more I wonder u: to what is wrong with iean methods
e%geinﬁ. ‘h@g dgn t "ﬁ% they can't spell, and now I find they don't '
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