fore he even went to the

Good Evengng, my sweebs . i Thursday 25 January 1945 1900

So this is Judy's sixth birthdsy (also Johnny's second, thatls John's youngster). How
well I remeuber that day 6 years ago when I was swehlting out the Green baby while you were
in the hospital waiting for me to 'get there before you would let Judy come out into the
worlds I cert am glad you were able to hold out (think of the excellent pictures I
would have missed)e What a difference that sweet thing made in eur lives, And now I have %o

i , - nbd It ain't faird At that though

I puess I'd better not do affy kicking, because things coul be an awful lot worse., Take .
G, Howard Wood for example, I received your V mall to-dsgy telling me about the pneuronia
of his youngster and the fagt that he has a fractured hip in France, Do you knowaxvi more
details about Woody, Maybe I'1l get them in the letter you wrobe the same dagy you wrote:
the V mail. I hope it is the result of an auto accident rather than a shell, because those
c fractures of the hip can really be nasty things. As long as all of us keep our
health, relatively spe I guess we reslly have no great eomplaint to make. Of course,
T wouldn't mind being back home coining money and talking winter vacations in Florida. I
don't believe I would have the same attitude as Byers, or in fact most of the civilians
back in the states. As you Ymow, I always liked to be busy as a-cockroach and didn't worry
about overworking. # ,

Time out - Leip has just returned from the city and we're shmoosing about hig experiences

’whiehmen‘tvezymam.ﬁeenlyhadtoworkonedayandmablstorunaroundtheother

three but there veally is very little to do there and time hangs heavy on one's hands. Then
too, the food is of poor quality and the quarters are cold. So all in all, altho he did get
from the company areaé‘:gactnally he wasn't as happy there as here.

With Leip away for the four days I was supposed to be the only medical officer aroung,
which was 50, but as far as medical work was concerned, there just wasn't any. We are so
located down at the bottom of a hill away fro m the road and fairly distant from the bat-
talion aid stations, so £ we don't even bring our pabtients here, but take them directly
to the clearing station. Actu s in the four days Leip was away 1 saw 3 patients, one=-

- , ht s po 2 had returned, but his diecharge stopped again be-
elearing station. A second man with a mild bronchitis. The third
patient being a native woman with a cast on her arm which was due 0 be removed, so I took
it off for her. That gives you an idea of the tremendous amount of medical training that I
am getting in the army. Actually it is typical of the work we do most of the time. There

is no question but that there are too many doctors in a colleeting company, even when we

are in combat. We could easily get by with only two docse P :

The youngster of the house made me almost homegick yesterday when he gbarted in a gig-

: just the way Judy always did when we ticlkled her, It reminded me of the days when
Judy was a little girl and we were so occupled in teaching her various words as we would
drive along in the car pointing ab haystacks, trees, barns, wheal shock, etc. Those were

days. Dut after all, what doesn't,remind me of those happy days, so long, long agoe.

Tast nite I spent my time reading sfother Perry Mason mystery — I guess I've read just
about every one which he has written, as have practically every one of the boys who teke
the time to read boolls. Even the ghaplain has taken to reading them, But then he does a
1ot of things which I don't consider typical fo a chaplain's actions. To=-dgy he decided
%o malke ealls back at the hospitals to see various men from the regiment whe were in them. |
In doing this he had to pass by an officers'! sales store and John asked him 1f he
would stop in to see if they had an officer's sleeping bag there, The Chaplain refused, .

: Mhat do you think I am, a messenger boy?" B oy did that burn us up. He doesn't
do a thing 21l day long, of course, meither do I but after all I wouldn't refuse to stop
in to get something for someone when T was passing right by the place. Actually that is

36 of the functions of a chaplain, to help make morale better in any way possible, even
if it means rumning errands for those who are unsble to go after the things themseives.
I gob up a bit too late this morning to eat brezkfast, preferring to lie in bed taking
$hings eagy rather than getting up and dressing. Of course, in this army, it is not cus-

S a0 auch things. Tn fach, the general walked into one of the collecting companies
the other day and caugit Tobin still in bed rather late in the morning and raised hell a=
bout its Of course it was easy to talk the general down on that because Tobin was the only
doc on duty and since he is on duty 2l hours a day he can always alibl oub that he was
busy during the night. Of course, it is the height of improbability that the general would
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er come this far off the main road fust to visit a medieal installation, since he is
:gieﬂy interested in his ﬁgb trgops. However, he willistop in on the medics if he
happens to pass by ‘themy and he :

I spent this morrd.ng' dooking for the letter I wrote you yesterday, Somehow or other I
mislaid it and I hunte igh and low through all of my stuff and still couldntt f:!.nd ite
I finally looked O ur waste basket and sure enough there it lay covered with all
sorts of junk, B elicve me I Was plenty glad to find 1% beeause I knew I wasn't going to
rewrite another letter of Bqual length and I know how you enjoy long letters, I messed up
ny stuff so muech in looking for the letter that I decided that this was as good a time to
fix up my bedding roll as any, so I kept busy for the morning with that chove, 4

This morning Tag made 80me arrangement with the lady of the house to make a tomato pie,
It seems that this is a very jcommon dish back in the states in naborhoods where there are
many ITtalians, I had never ‘tasted it back there, so it was an entirely new dish for me, We
furnished all the makings except the flour, - tomato puree, anchovies, anchovie paste, and
cheese, This is all baked on top of the regular Kgd dough and turns out quite good, We had
a regular feast in the middle of the afternoon,

This afternoon Rosie %géed eross girl, visited us with a load of doughmutg, The
in the kitehen decided to'Save tie doughmush weirs brealefast in order to save flowr and ). |

bread, Ieave it 4o the practical kitchen, Rosie ig a very attractive, intelligent gixl |
from New York, who does her job very well, She is one of three girls attached to our divig-
lon, The other two are re vely new, since we had sent out our two old girls to another
division when their ped cross .f‘:ls got sicks, One of our newer girl replacements in 2

ter of the famous Ty Cobbe Rogie stayed around all +he rest of the afternoon, even helping
Serve supper, The boys kept her very well ocoupied, even teaching her to gii, As I've told
Jou we are located on g hillside, which ig ideal for skiing, The boys have been le
to ski, and some of them are get%ing quite good, There is one bad thing about the gpot
which use and that ig that it ends very abruptly with a twenty foot drop into a ereek,

Sora,rnoomhasfallen.__; and if they : are: t - : -
-~—-*ba“brim-thw'ﬁ§6ﬁ"11” "y mOSt of the fellows arentt good enough o get a1l the way to
the bottonm of the hill without falling, and those that are are. good enough to stop before
going over the edge of the clif?,

Tag received a letter Yo-day from Dave Potts who is a major with 15th corps in Frange,
He wwote that he had talked with Diefendorf over the telephone, and DD ig still a captain
being the medic for g field artillery battalion, I forgot o mention to you that licAtee is
in the hospital again with hypertension (200/120), It Iooks like he may not come back, so
Jones has been glven the command of the clearing station supposedly temporarily, Tt .’LMks
like the drinking group is new well on its way to being ﬁroken Dunean being the only one
lei‘g,toand since he doesn't have ayone to drink heavily with him he doesn't go at it as he
- use o

Several of my boys returhed to the company from the hospital to-day, and one of them il-
lustrates some of the foolishness of ey medicine, He had gone back to the hospital .
te get arch supports for his 2nd degree preonation, We had figured that he would Just go to
an evacuation hospital, get the sngports and come on bask o the unit, However it didntt
work that simply for he was gone 30 days, He told me that when he went back %o the evae
hogi‘hal they told him that they would have +o send him farther back, He thought that it







