Good evening, my sweeb: 2 Fehruaa:y'-- 1
 Another one of those delicious letter days, four from ygu,- one iromgg:r Smhi‘ggoup of
Ben's letlers that you sent, I really have no complaints to make about the’nmil, altho all
of these letters are of earlier vintage than letters I have already received. Put over here,
regardless of the dabte of a letter, mall is mailﬁe?id the appredéiation for it is just as
/ : e is another element which enters into
sour receiving mail from me, and I can well understand thats I don't have any partieular
vrorr{i abc:uz themwilfare of :fgd aﬁd t%é ehildren, whereas there are certain Thazards of oc=:
cupation” to whic am expo 1 ean understand the date of my letiers being :
important, than those of TOUrSa e f.ar morg
I was 2 Dib perturbed gbout yous mentioning the increase in blood pressure found ot the
+ime when you gave your blood to the bank, I feel pretty sure that it was only a matter of
excitement but I would like to be reassured. Will you have your BP taken by one of the does
in town, or if you go to cincy have it done there. Sweets, I want to impress on you the e
portance of not w«_arrying so much about me, liy job is a reiatiﬂ]y gafe one - 1 still have %o
heme of a collecting comparny medical officer being wounded or killed in the type of fighting
sich we have here in Italy. It is such a rare thing that you simply have very little to
worry aboute Certain it is that my present spot is shout as safe as a spot can be, being oo
far back to make a valusble artillery target, being off the main higlway so that ti would
1ot be a wortindile bombing target, even if Y1 Jorries came over with planes, which they
ool e B Pecanse we have nichh fighters patrolling all might dong, A1l in =, 2 e almost
as safe here as if I were miles and miles behind the front lines. I expect Lo continue in
this relatively safe situation for some time, and even then the situation should get better
and not worses ALL these counter attacls and any fierce Pighting that you may read about
don't involve me personally in the least, and won't as long as my present set up contimues.
So please, sweels, don't let yourself get worked upe. L don't expect you to run into any more
nail situations like you did before, since T now weite the V mail as well as the air mail
daily, and expect to continue doing so indefinitely, but even if you should go a week or
: 5 er- that the mail dc&ivwismﬁ—eﬂéem thab you should expect
nail to come in regularly, I would gend you the EFM messages weekly if I thousht That they
would be delivered promptly, but even they don't do much if any better than mail, so there
ig no point in that, Gosh, honey, 113 do anything to keep you from eating your heart out
if you don't hear from me, but there &s simply nothing T ean do about it, Just remember
honey that not a single shell has 1it amywhere near me simee ‘September, or at the latest
October, and that on the whole in all the time that we have been in combat I can remember
only wwo times when I was truly worried, the bombing and the one shelling, and you will see
that you really are worrying yourself far too mmoh, From thig manner of speaking one might
ge’ the idea that you had been complaining in your letters, but that isn't it at all, I do
Tnow how frantic you becaue when you didn't get aay letters from me for ten days and I just
want to reagsure you thab should such a thing happen again, that you mustn't leb yourgelf
get all worked up. T don't expect to get ay purple hearts in this war, nor any other awards
oither, which means that I expect to be plenty carveful.
Yesterdsy L was asked by the man of our house to see a sick youngster, which, of course,
1 did at once. It turned oubt to be a baby of 7 months thab weighs about ‘15 pounds. The young-=
ster had a temp of 102.2 and altho it wasn't breathing fast it had a croupy sound to its
frequent coughs. The way these Italian people bundle up there children is a crime, I can un=
derstand them doing it to the children that play outdoors a1l the time, but to a babe in
arms that spends very littls tiwe outdoors, it is simply ridiculous. Of course these houses
are not centrally heated, but even so there was no excuse for the five or six sweaters plus
wo blankets, one of them quite heavy, that they had on this child, I had to peel away one
sweater after another in order to listen to the youngsters chest. The chest was clear and
despite considerable difpiculty I got a good lock at the throat in order fo make sure that
it had no diphtheria, because cach of the commnities north and south of this one have
large signs Warning Lroops not to fraternize with the civilians because of diphthgria being
resent in the towns. AlL T could find on the youngster was an upper respiratory infectbion
\d gince the temperature wasn't very high for a child that age, I felt that thet condition
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could easily account for the entire pieture, I started the ¥ : on AAS and some nose
drops, and promiged to see it later in the day if it was not betfer, That evening, wnile I
was typing yowr letter, the father came in and reported, He gave me the temperature of the
child in centigrade and I had to do some caleulating in order to flgure it out in falwenheit.

Tt turned out that the youngsters temp was asbout the same as it had been in the wmorning wher
I had last seen it, so I fe “that there wasn't much to worry abeubt and that I would see it
in the morming, However, as I Was nearding the end of yowr letter, Sgte Tolar (lard Ass) cam
to me to report that the ye¢ s temp was 10lie2 and that it Was pretiy restlesse I wen't
dovm to see it after hastlly ng your letter, D@spite the fact that I had told them b
take off some of the clotheg when I had seen it in the morming and also had instructed the

mother to stop handling the bahy go mach (she wouldn't lay it down but kept stroldng it and
taliking to it, so that the poor didn't get any rest at all) the baby was as bundled up

as over, ang.oof cm};ﬁeaugas-intgga mbltwr'a arms, After tﬂdngﬁf the heavy blanket it was
sing see | _ s resilessness ceased, and soon it was willing to playe
It g guite a cute aﬁl'w. gag{scked the younzsber over again, and found that it was
actually doing OK, with the chest remalning clesr and the throat showing no signs of any mem—
brane, L1t's breat was still not rapi des?i'ce Tolar!s repért to the conirarye In my lame
Talian (i% doesn't get any better since I don't speak a word of it for days on end) plus the
help of a dictionary I got across the massage that they kept the baby too warm with all that
clothes and that a sick baby wust not be handled bub mist be left alone in order to vests
When I used the word handle, the dad, a fairly intelligent man, about whom I shall +tell you
. bit later, looked complotely puzsled and looked into the dictonary to see if I had pro=
nounced the word correctly, I then realized that Iwas uging the work handle as a noun instex
of a verb, He lamghed when I gave him the correct word, and then picked up a pot and pointed |
%o the handle to show me what I had seid at first, I decided that I would start sulfadizene
on the youngster in order to make sure that no complications should result, and then had to
do some hard thinking to : ‘ mdosageinolﬁldrenmdmmycamwtheconcmﬁion .
it was gmmﬂ (1 gram for 15 1bs)s Thil sbruck such & SN gord in

: : hat I was right (that gives you a slight idea of how mach mettoine
I am going to have o relearn)and gave it 3/l of a tablete The baby was so well this morning,
looking and acting as 1# there was nothing wrong with it, that T had the drug storped this
evenings I bad a devil of a time getting them to understand me when I asked about the baby's
bowel movements. An exact translation of thoge o words into Italian does nobt seem to convey
the same idea that it does in English, Finally they caught on - the word apparently being
latrina. They've been doing a pretly good job of i‘eedjni‘ohe younggter, except thalb they have
been gi 4% coffee - in very weak form, but nevertheless coffeej~- and I put a stop vo that
I don't be that T shall have any more trouble with the youngster, bub 1111 know more a-~
ottt that to-mites If this letter is mot imterrupted I'1L know that the youngster is OK.

The father of the youngster, whom we call goat beard because of a stringy goatee, is a
partisan leader who fancies himself as a omminist, but whod, Moe tells me, is not a true coi
st but mearer to a fascist. He is very active %1 partisan activities and seems to be a
ringleader, All of the partisans come to him with information or with material and he takes
care of it from there &n, I don't know shat he does with the information, but I mﬁine that
it goes to the proper Sources We Ywow that it is on the up and up, having checked his cards
The material which is brought to hin is apparently put on the black market, Which as you know
#lourishes openly in Italy. One of the other men of the commnity has approached some of our
boys o find cut if they had enything which they wanted to sell, but I put a stop to that -
warning them of the seriousness of the charpe of selling any army goods on the black market,
and 1 knowr that the aimi‘fwh:!.chthey%et from home is desirable to them and they won't sell
that to the black market profiteers, They are re toughf on those they cateh dealing with
~ tbe black market, One fellow, in our signal compsal damteﬂﬁ‘sbols stuff from a
! ﬁh’ dump ab the point of a pistol, and was later ca A received a general court mar-—
: and was sentenced to 1ife imprisomment in a federal penitentiary back in ths statese
B o the fellow because I was the Trial Judge Advocate and prosecuted him for going AWOL
\en we were back in the desert. Gosh, that!s a sblff sentence, but not ab all o afbiffi for
Selieve that men who will sell army material in time of war Should be looked on as gullly

treason and naybe if we had a few death seniences out of it we would find that the problen

d are Fortunate s far ag I kopw, it is not nearly as wrevalent in this thegter
. mrﬁ; eupec aﬁrwoeagf we prée to believe the newspapers about Marlin's ?
e £ | #
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The ingemuily of the (I i3 again showing itself in our comphnys The boys wanted to
some basketball 3 prossedsd to make themselves a hoop, figured out how Lhoy vt

it up on a pole ag one of the bulldings, wired the pole in place and had themselves a
basketball cowvbsin. stveen the houses, The was beautdful soue out
i o sooﬁat :‘l&a b . day was itful and ideal for out

: dade the best of it, Some of the boys are quite good, many of them
having piwed high(,agﬁao_ bagketball and one, at least, having played some college basketball,
7004 on?-tia qu:!.‘bo' eig ?ing on at.‘g ingide eourd
; Ctralnming, DUT never less was ' closely conteglted game and
plenty fun to watchy That is-how spent much of my mo a good part of the affternoon
- watdl the mail came'in, The only drawback to the basketball court is that a wild throw or a
high bounce on o 1 sults in the ball going down the side of the hill and
it rolis all the way down 0 the bobtom or even into vie creek at the very bottom if the boy
. chaging it is not fast encugh, That is a long distance down the hill to the creek, a good 200
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| yards, and by the the retriever returns to the court he is so tired out that they have to
- git sround te a fer mimites to lst him rest. This being Bunday, we had mogt of the ‘
out Wwatehing the basketball game, and altho they didn't know any of the fundamental

: of the game they still had a good time watching the;game, I'm afraid thal these
talian buildings would wear out much faster if we stayed around them. for very long because
ur basketball s against the building knocks off more plaster than the preceding hun-
dred years wore #Vaye ver, the stones beneath the plaster are pretty substantial (they'd
have to be to be still gtanding afber 200-300 years) so that I guess we won't do too much
Wﬁ \ |
- Another le of ingemuity was the stunt rigged up by Brewer, one of my ambulance plaie
. oon gergeants., Because of the uncertainty of the village clectrie supply, we have owr gener-
| abor each aven:!.ng. T also runs the victrols which the boys uses Since the generator
 is located oubside, and it is necessary for someone to turn it off or else it would run un-
-l it ranout of gas, We apDO! d Brawer as the man to twrndt off at 10:30 PN, Well, it
w . - R - ped g 2HE S0 ane - 2ine Mmm Qﬁ-{:%
- bed w0 turn” the motob, Ne rigged uwp a string from his bedside ocut of his ' :
a wide lot, to the motor where he attached it 1o a piece of metal which shorts the moter when
he pulls the string and thud twrns the thing off without ever having to get out of beds I
wouldn't have thought of a set up like that in a million yearse
Yesterday I watched onc of the handymen of the village making a new knife for himself so
I that I would get him to ahargn ny boyscout knife for me while he was at ite I
ﬂﬁ that he would merely shapren the blade and return it to me ab once, bul & geess he
- to impress Il Capitan because he re%l]y gave my knife s working ewer, He's gotlen the
thing so shapp that I'm afraid to use it Tor fear that I'1l cub myself, I'm sure that it
would now make an excellent razor, which might not be such a bad idea because nay of the
blades that I brought over with me got wet at one time or another and are none two goode
‘Whereas I formerly got at least fowr end frequently more shaves out of one blade, I now get
only one or tWo, and sometiuBs not even one, Ho - don't send mp any blades, because Wise Cenw |
ter sent me quite a few of them in a chamuka package, and I still have enough to last me a
- pood half year, We haven't b&en getting ravor blades or soap in our daily PX rations which
nor contain only cigarettes, tooth pamiey,an occasionsl tooth brush, and brughless shaving
aream, Nany of the boys are begimning to run out of blades and soap, hubt I brought so nayy
of them over with me that tids will not become a problem with me for quite some times
. You asked me whieher you should send me ary morc fudges The answer is no. lot because
it ima't any good, because your fudge was really the best fudge which has ever come over
to us, but because with the fudge moldy, it is necessary to shave off the mold on each
piece, and that is just 400 mueh trouble to make the eating of it pleasant, Just gend
ne sn occasional box of ¢ » and I won't complain, As it is I get plenty of sweets to
cat; on the whole, so I really have no complaint, I'm still only half way thrn the second
. box of Hersheys Boph senty, and we are having PX rations to~daye ;
Willie (lover louie) Kolarik returncd to the company frram a pass in the same town where
we lived in a hotel for & while, He tells us that every gzirl in tomn f4f is wedring a |
fur coaty and that the houses have practically all closed up. Apparently the girls made
money so fast that they decided to retiwe from the business. Don't get the idea from vidr
statement that Willie patremizes such houses for he doesn't, having his girl, Irene, eve

in mind as his ideal 5 .
Well, sweets, that's all for tonite. ALl my love, da:r].'i.r;e;'%]:f
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