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Good evening, ny sweets 23 April 1945 2030 ‘
Wiell, for once, Ben doesn't have anything on me because I, toc, am now locsted in a hos—
E%tal. Ofdgglgsa, I'mbggnﬁdwﬁy closer to the frorr;inmsthanhaisandldon't get to |
any me work, just -mere fact that I'm living in a hospital does make me fecl |
bettere I'1l toll you mors about that later in the letters . o
Last night we were located in the partisan's house with the men in the barne I told you |
aboutwsetg&ph‘:am.i[hadtoqud.tnwletteratlobecmaljsiphadgonetobedearl:r f
and I didn't #fZ/%f want to keep him awake with ny typing, so I decided to finish the let-
ter this morning, which I dids I deecided that I might as well go to bed and read gome of
the newspapers which I had received in the mail along with a V-mail from you of April 12
and an air mail from Sophs I wag sorry sbout that in just a few minutes because a couple
of Jerry planes came over and there was plenty of ack ack going after them in ghort order
and that 1s always a pretly sight as long as you aren't near empugh to the ack ack to hawe
1t bursting in your vieinmity, However, I wasn't going to get up and dress just %0 sce sone-
thing which I have mnmtinﬁem%lybefm.%mﬂnglbmdthat the men whe
were sleeping in the barn heard the plancs strafing in the distance and then they flew dir-
ectly over our buildings and someone got the idea that they were going to strafe our build-
inghsooandheadedfwthala&ierhadingtotm ground from the barn, Well,that got sone
of more level headed ones panicky, too, and before you knew it the fellows were jump-
ing down from the second sbtory bawm, a distance of sbout B feed, because poing down the
ladder wag 100 slow to evacuate the bullding in a hurry. We officers in owr building
were completely unaware of the goings on, or we would have easily been able %o put a stop
to ite As 1%t was, several of the men in the company spent a good part of the night poing
from the barn to the field behind the house where the former Jerry occupants had built a
very complete dugout. The whole incident was quite regrettable because there really was
nothing % worry sbout gince we were located on a by-road, and in an isolated house o boot
the type of thing which would never atiract a Jerry plane unless we had made some ¥lagrant
violation of blackoubt securify or camouflages It is funny how one or two nervous fellows .
can panic an entire group of fellows who never show any particular nervousness in much wore—
dangerous situations, . -
This morning I took a yum over Yo the clearing station, which had supposed to move up
to within a mile of our logationes They had not yet arrived when I pot To the ares they werc

 guppoged to be in, so I thought that they might have given us the wrong spot on the map an:

proceeded to look for them farther along the road, I happened %o pass Duncan and Johnnie
and Joneg on the road so I knew that they were heading for their area aend turned around an
followed them, It turned out that they went to a differont place entirely from the place
they had informed me that they would be and they explained this by saying that they wanted
to get a bit farther from the main road. I knew the reason, of course, having heard ibe

. planes over the preceding might, but I lsarned that the planes has strafed the road mear

the clearing station off and on during the night and as a result the men of the g¢learing
gtation and headquarters had spent most of their night in ditchese After 21l a tent
is no protection against a strafing or & bombing, As a r t none of them had more than
an ‘hours sleep all night long, The fwiny thing about the whole incident is ihat there was
mot a single casually that entered the clearing station from any of the strafing that Jer-
vy dide This business of strafing at night is not wery effective, but oh my, what we do
them in owe daylisht strafing. The roads in this vieinity ave simply lined with destroyed
whieles which have overturned gnd burned and Jerry helmets are strewn all sbout them whi
is a pretty «o0od sign that the Jerrjes have been destroyed with the vehicles. The bodles
are alyeady removed, most ldkely by the Italian civilians who live in this rather thickly
populated country, for it doesn't take long for a dead body to develop the
gweetish nauseating odor in this Italian sun, and these people don't like it any more the
we doe In fact, we saw them several bodies on our way up here to-daye

‘50 far we have done : no whatsoever inmatation..&sidafmmfm&?
ries and one partisan we have done nof medical work a.%a.Jl.OnaJarryaaptainm broughi
in alonz with three enlisted men., He was aff handsome slightly gray haired man who locked
like an intelligent buginess man of the States. However his story wasn't 5o intedligent.
Yo had alveady been wounded in his chest ab the time he and his group had been talgen?ri-
cner and when thoy were disarmed he turmed in his revolver just like the others did. flow
ever he had a second revolver #n his person and he tried to use this on his guard Wian
the aned from him., Fortumately for the latter he happencd to motlce the cap
Ctwie wmove audhi% ia the chin before he could pull the trigger, 1t was forlunate




 fer the Jeryy captain that the guard had been teld that he wag to be held for questic
er I'm sure that he would never have come back to us alive '?aﬁllfeelthahthegdaﬁiﬂg
wag a fool not to kill the after he had beon ques I believe that I would

~ have and in cold blood; 1oo0. all, I'm sure that the Jerry would rover have done othe
wisgs I know that I was angry enou have beat his brains out, I hope that he
understood Inglish, for I cussed out « I beldeve he kmew what I was sgying bub
he denied understanding inglish, and I didn't know any German cusswords to throw at him,
There was no point i‘;ﬁ"m into a German discussion with which I could probably have
done with some difficuliys I've lost all gyppathy for any of these Germans, wourded or otl
erwlses 1f the occasion aris require treatment from us, we shall five them th
troatuent which we would give s bub I'm damed if I like the idea, I don't believe tha
they do as much for our men, on the whole, altho they may do sc in isolated cases, .

Van dropped in on us back at our farm houa;idl'mwtaumof his reason for drop-
ving in for he didn't have very much to say when he eome in, but in he camne. He had bee
walldng with the infantry for days and was dog tired, altho he had no varticular complainbe
to offer on that score, He always was a good walker, _ .

Thig afternoon I moved on up to the present towm, It was a victorious trip up here be-
caugse I was only a fow hourg behind the Jerries, In fact the partisans were st cleaving
them oulb of some of the isolated spots where they were hiding out in order to do a Lit of
smiping, Every once in a we could hear a vifle shot in a distant house, for all the
houses along the road had been cleared out, and we imew that it was probably a partisan
"gmading" some Jerry that it would be wise vo give himself up, No matter where we went,

or over back roads, the people were 21l lined up outside their J
_ d gle a welcomes fhere is no question but thal they were glad o
ug arrive, Arrangements had been nade previously with Vince that I would meet him in
this tom and pick out a site for our station, When I arrived here he was already on his
wegy back to the company to lead them up hevey; so 1 checked with regimental and lsayned that
: MW arrargenente forr us to move into a hospital “in this tovms I had noticed
the mmmxmwwit,mwmmh%tmmmtvm
, Lzh on . d to the superintendant
. It consists of two 16 bed
wards, plus about 8 private rooms; each large enoush to hold 3 beds, and two larger rooms
one large enourh to ge all ofusoffima.(mmwmg’oﬁechaplain)mdtha
~other being ideal for the station, This lospital is in active use at gsenty housing 170
patients in a mmber of different buildings, Their surgical ward is the busy one at pros-
ent and not infrequently loeal vehicles drive up with a wounded partisan who is taken care
of in the hosrital, They also have a contagious ward and several other wards, I really
should eall them buildings rather than wards for each ome 1s housed in a differant building.
Before the war thay took care of 120 patients here, but now they have lncreased their _

acity to 170. Two s ago the Germans were using %hia place for a hospital, but they d
out, along with all their patients as we forced owr way toward them, The murses here are all
mmt who have had graduate mirse training, and they are quite friendly,

The partisans around here have really done a marvellous job for us, In our trip up here
we over a couple of bridges of quite good size which had not been blom up and I A
lparned that the Jerriss had left 2 man bebind to blow up each of these bridges but that
the partisans had killed each of them so that the bridges remained intact, Then their job
»f reinding up stray German snipers has saved our troops for the work of contimuing the
dvonees They simply swarm over the countryside riding 2ll sorts of vehicles from bicgycles
0 Jerry vehicles and even horsas, They are frequently accompanied by murses who take care
£ theipr wounded for them, They are tickled pink to see us Amerisans as we drive by and ine
‘wriably wavepdfat us or salute us, They have captured amazing numbers of prisoners for us.

was tld by some of the boys who wers in the last avea before I was thal
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.ngn.a maning one of owr battalions recaptured tiree jeepswhich had been capburcd by Whe

wies eariier the same day, along with the Lt, Col, that they had captured with the jeeps

seems that a pocket of Jerries had eaptured the It Col. and the group wilh him, bub be-
sﬁn&‘hadam'wgetbaek into their lines with thom the whole grour was recap-

v, e Y4y Cole was sent back 1o his oukfit bub the battalion hld on to the 7 Jeeps,
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s 24 Aprdl 1945 0830
Ihadtos‘toptypinginﬁrder%eletlaipgotoslaap,andthenhemccsde.dtotaﬂsam

11 11 Pi,

: ning, Ihadtoplaee the areas avgy
from the bullding which we are oceupying goops 80 that they would not in
terfere with the working of the hoppita gy would be stopp:lng everyone going 1
and oub of the hospital M ghmoos or if of the feminin g and attractive, as man
of these girls ave, to , thems Some of the patients the contagious b\ﬂ.ldirg
mouttotelktoaaw ’ andlmtomtem&onwhatwas in?on.
fmndfhatomofthemwaa_ , thhoﬁmmaromﬂeapoligﬁ
m&yﬁﬂemntfhmhuclm,\ﬁ fn a.ndlm_ talld.ngﬁenmanwithaparw

igan from Immshruck (a city in the most pm just north of the Bremner
-ﬁg) Thelattarhadbeengmdinthe dqybsfmuhﬂshalpa_ngtm partisans = |
Cerman prisonerss In last place we were 2 gingle gsan had been injured in
roundinz up the Jerries, but it is a dfferent a‘bory iu this ty where partisan casual
tigs have moderately severes The hospital here takes eare of most of these and it is

only an oceasional one that comes thru out sgtations One of the patients had been a prisoner
in Cermany for more than a year, and had only been able to return to Italy boeause he had
developed thes In fact, of the ﬁ.va paticnte to whom we . four of them had the. This
ex-prigoner told a story of very harsh treatment, brutal from standpoint of physical
WtMMMsmpeaﬂedlymabyMsglmdsmmWhimdofbamgsfua!c. At 2
A 21l prisoers were called out to start their day's labors witich did not end until 8 M
The food congisted only of bread and w aterandmttmm\whofﬂaia.&aamsultmoftr
cases became ill and thbe was rife in the group, The felkow from Immsbruck was very bittis

- toward Hitler telling the old gtory of the mmhimmmmwbjuuaﬁonwx.imr
Gemamr He ditn't blame Schus anis!urt feeling that they had no other choice ginece th
. a poor and weak countrys Poor as t ﬁndbeanbetmﬁqvbecamempomraftwa
~ mationw Hitler bemmso tookalmoat everything into Cermamg to foed the Oermauis and
_lat the Augtrians get by as best they eould on what was lefts He was & very talkabtive indiv
; :khml andmxldn't let any of the othsrs get a word in edeewise and finally our comversatic
MI mcl’mbemgumﬁ was surprised at how well I understood his Gemaan, Ir
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vo follow ha td.lnad aboutwitmntwmle
Theorﬂm'ssetuphemiu for we ave at the back part of the budlding wii
& porch right outside owr window g hava put a table on the porch and eat our meals there,

being served by ratterson from m kitchen truck which is located right next to this area.
e did not take the trunble of unloading the kitchen truck because of the fluldity of the
tactical'd.mﬁqnmit would be too mugh trouble to uitload it and then have to load it
again only a few hours later and move on. e have developed a systenm whoreby we leave the
mckbehig:bwhileitm&ammwmitmmawﬂﬁusﬁthahotmalaum»
'w:aam. bads

sg:l. is furnished with a considerable muber of cots, with very poor matiresses.
Ithough‘t: hat it would be a good ddea tc give the men a break by letting them spread thel:

rightontheapringaandthushmamlatimlyaoﬁ for a change, instead of
_htting the officers have the beds. We have our cotz and have no trouble gleeping. Vince we
te upset by this because he 2lways reserves the bed for himself, if there is ong in the

where we are getting upe Since he ig always the first there, as he is the one wh
forward and picks oub int.owhich we movey he tm/ has the opportunity of
grabbing the bed for himself before of therothers of us set res L don't care for th

beds as a rule because T gleep so wel onwcot,butbaipmgswalwpmbedaifhec&
.get hold of one, which isn't Yewy offen.

Wie have another example here of the German violation of the Geneva eonvantion. They use:
the grounds around this hospital as an amwmnition dump. AL thma the underneath th
tress outgide the buildings are piles of shells, protected by their closensss %0 the hoapi
sl buildings, This towm is another example of the accuracy of ouwr bombing end strafing

" dmpresses me wore snd more a8 we go alongs The town has been fairly thoroughly boubed
plama,butthiahowitalwhiohiajuatmo“themadf:mtlnnainpaﬂcfthetmm w
ot had a single bomb fall into its grounds. That is good believe wes Wo had an o
pm'iﬁme,i.e-Vimdid.mthaothwﬁdaeftherdgw,mtha anematadmitthat

allcmratrw s is human, toos He was out on a quarie 2.
-~ Piying mir" the column of vehlcless B R ar? BRen 18 'S
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thmmtmme% They hurried and got out their identifying but not before the lst
done a bit of strafings The second plane Was 1nits dive before the signals
were goblen ouby but he reco them 4n time to hold his and wig wag his wings in rec-
agﬁ.tdon.ltscaredayem' out of Drady and the rest of them, and it made me hwrwy

s and tmemmlatom;ﬂmwsliaardtmm.m

allnw' eep is the at one in our gonvoy and I don't want to have any run ins with our alr
g bocause those fellows are just too acourate ﬂimlmridaarmndﬁmmﬁiwnt-
Monentlmhoodofw' and of se it for a long way, 0 I
wen't have anthing to worry about on thal seore. I pro - wouldn't have anything to worzy
ally anywhere martha:mtnma, but I won't take afy more

ghout, ayway for I am 1ot nawal
¢hances than toe '

tgll, sweets, that's about all for the vime being, ‘
Iaenayouailnwlova, dearest, and believe me i've stored up a lot of it in my yeaxr and

more awgy irom yous
Walte
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