Good evening, darling: A 2l April 1945 2100

I haven't started my letter until late becgasuse I have been nosing amound meeting some
of the people around here and seeing what I could see, It has been an interesting day.

It has been amusing to notice how the people here have worked us into mivinz them our
left over food, Of course, it wouldn't look right for any of the nuns or doctors to come
over to us and ask us for it, so they had a couple of the bettur looiing murses aides come
around with some cups and walk by our kitchen truck, a path which they never had taken bo-
fpre, No one took the hint so one of them asked if she eould have a bit of coffee from Braz
il, since it had been five years gince they had tasted any. Well, we didn't need any gregt-
er hint than that and invited i to come back and get all of food which we had lefi ¢
over, which they gladly did. Now we have no need to wompry about any garbage because they
take 211 of ik, : :

The German propaganda has certainly been effective around.here, for many of the peopls
are still uncertain about some things, even tho we arve here, One of the things which had
been drilled into them was the fach tﬁat the American army Wad composed of colored troons
who were nothing more than barbarians who would rape all the women and kill the children.
They wanted to know if we had any colored troops, and couldn't seem to understand that Ff
these troops were as aAmerican as we, but secomed to think that they were south Americans.
They didn't seem to be too sure about our reassurance that these troops would couse bhem
ﬁw difficulty, end thought that we had far more of them than we actually do have in the
It is a joke to see the various types of vehicles which we now have on the highvrays.
Everybody seems to be riding in German trucks of one sort or another, Partisans are crowd-
éd into the smaller vehicles with gus bristling from all sides, rumning up and down the
roads looking for any Jerries that might have been overlooked, and possibiy even settling
0ld scores with some fascistis who were not fortunabe enough as to get away, Then Gis are
riding back and forth along the roads in vehicles of all sizes, shapes, and description.
_I% seens that the Jerries were taken so quickly that they had no time to destroy their
wehitles @nd 5o we have ath the extira vehoiles we can use, AL.Qur last area we had gotten
a Jerry truck but there had been something wrong with the mobtor which my men had planned
to repair, but they had to tow the vehiele up here first. Well; they didn't get to do this
because they were stopped by the division salvage officer who told them that they would be
able to get veheiles which would run without bothering to tow any vehicles around. Well, -
he certainly was right in that respect for this morning Tag came in with a German Ford V8
ton and a half truck with a couple of tents on it. An hour or so later Vince came in with
another truck, Well, that was one more than we wanted, so we proceeded to take the good
tives off the one and put it on the Ford and #lso took any other accessories from the one
that we thought would be of use on the other. We let battalion know about the extra truck
and the rehabilitation group (Major Glass's boys) came up and took it awsy. In the same
place where we had gotien the trucks there were several generators and myriads of t0ole.
It seems that the Germans had had an ordnance installation there which was captured in-
tact, and that means that there were tools galore to be Nad for the asking, Tag stopped by
later in the day and bicked up about $1000 worth of tools and brought them back to the
company for our motor mechanics to use in their work. We really are well preparcd for a

od many things now. The generators were tremendous things, mueh too big for us, so we

t battalion know about them and they went up and got themselves one. I'm telling you
this 15 a regular field day for us. One of the main reasons for our major succaesses ab
the present time is that the Jerries ran completely out of gas, which meant that they wer:
unable to use their vehicles, drive their tanks, pull their guns,; etc. In fact they were
using horses and oxen to pu].i everything which ihey still had, Well, you can't get very
far that way, and it is a cinch that they haven't. It was funny how we found the ordnanc
dunps Tag was riding along the road in the jeep, after having contacted reﬁiment ¢ When
he noticed a tremendous mumber of partisans riding around the roads in vehicles of all
sortss He inquired where they had gotten them, and they showed him the dumpe He then ot
the partisan who was riding around in the v 8 to give him a ride in it, a ride which he
deseribed with hilarious gestures, First of all the partisan knmew very little sbout ve-
hicles and was riding at full speed with the emergency brake still op%ountil Tag notieed
it and had him velease it, Then the partisan, being in familiar territory was leanins
three fourihs of the way out of the window waving abt his friends and ealling to them in




