Good morning, my darling: : 27 April 1945y Friday 1030

I guess 1 should say that I am sorry that I haven't had time to arite you your usual let-
ter the past couple of days, but actually I'm not because 34 means that we have been on the
move, and being on the move means that things are going very wéll, and they aree. On our way
4o and north of Rome I thought that we had moved rapidly, but thabt is nothing compared with
the way we are going ab present., It's a glorious feeling to be sble to keep on the move this
way without a single round of artillery coming back at us and prieeners being taken right and
left, and the roads being lined with people in atholiday mood because they have been liv-
erateds { ; #

Tn my last letter I was still %n the hospital. I had planned staying there until we receiv-
ed orders from the regiment to move, expecting this move to be a good long one. However, the
clemping company moved up ahead of us and it is against their principles for the col}ecting
company to be located behind them, so they suggested that we move a part of our station up
Sormards We had already had a e ding roserved for us up forward, so that it was no probilem
for us to make the move, bub it was really unnecessary at the time. However, since their sug~-
gestion is equivalent to an order, T sent Leip and his station crew up forward and remained
behind to move up the rest of the company when our orders came thru. As luck would have it,

T pead until midnite, finishing Edna Ferber's Great Son,(which is quite good and could easily
have made a number of good books, since it f# traces ﬁ? one of the famous families of the
Seattle region from the time of the sebtling of 8eab up until the Pearl Harbor Snesk atltac®
) and at 1330 AM I was awakened with news that we were to move within a couple of hours. I
stayed up after that, awakening the company at 3 and getting away at L. The trip to our next
stop, a farmhouse, Was uneventful in that nothing happened, but not s with respect to emoi~
ions. Altho Jerry has vefy little in the way of planes he does come over every night with the
few he has left, and does a bit of strafing and bombing. Ik is amazing that he gets no casu-
alties at all out of this, in Pact the only casualties being Jerry planes that are knocked
dovn. The night we spent at the #efgghospital,i.e. the night before our move up to the farmb
house that I just mentioned, Jerry came OvVer and strafed the road where we had previously
been located. It is hard to understand the reason for this for there wasn't a single install-
ation on that road, all of the troops having moved forward the previous 4. I lsamsc aboulb
this because I had left some of my baggage back there with a man %o guard it and he had been
awakened by the civilians who went into an improvized air raid shelter. Because of these air
raids I don't move the company at night, and in fact don't even send oul any ambulances, etc.
at night unless it is absolutely necessary. rhus we naven't had any real scares. The clearing
company, on the other hand, was moving just the other night when they were bombed and strafed
which of sourse scared heli out of them but there were no casualties of personell or veheiles -
Well, knowing about these air raids, and realizing that I could hear no plane while riding ir
a vehicle because the motor makes too muoch noise for one to hear the rumble of the plane mot~
or, one is constantly ill at ease dhring night moves. That I was, that I was. However, seeing
no flak going up amywhere 1 realized that I had nothing to worry about . That didn't keep the
peculiar sensation of emptiness from developing in the pit of my stomach, and it wasn't hun-
ger that caused 1% either. At any rate, we pulled into our farm house just before dawn, for
which I was thankful for thab is one of Jerry's pilots prefferred times. In fact he was over
just a few minutes after my last vehicle had pulled in. :

The group at the new place had had a good night's sleep, bub the rest of us had only a few
hours of sleep at most, and'1 had had least of all. However, T was quite a busy man for the
rest of the day so I didn't mind the lack of sleep., Our farm house consisted of a single buil
ing with a couple of barns, and since there Wwas no room to put up the men, I let them sleep
sitting up in the ambulances. There were quite a few not unattractive girls in this place anc
I learned that they had ridden up there from a town quite some distance away on some tank de~
stroyers, the TD men having told them that they would return them to their town, but they dic
not. The girls tried to ﬁt us to take them back, but that was out of the question. It seems
that they were goo d girls, for the TD boys didn't get anywhere with them despite the fact
that the girls spent the night practically with the men. One of these girls told Tag quite a
long story aboub having been in prison for }y months because she was antifascist and when her
town was liberated, the fellow who had had her put into prison was immediately killed by a
partisan who had returned to the tom to learn that his mother and father had also been in
the prison, put there by this same fascist, and the mother had died there, supposedly from
gtarvation.
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The next part of my activity is taboo for the time being, Suffice it to say that I was
aggravated no end by certain incidents, I met a Lt. Strauss who is now attached or rather
.assigned to the field artillery in our combat team, replacing Capt. Thompson, the medical
officer from Detroit who has gone to a hospital to do some real medieal work for a change,
Strauss was one of the group who was at Percy Jones for a short time, and faintly remembers
Chip, but not very well. He is fresh out of interneship and comes from Chicago.

B ecause of the situation I loaded half of the station on an ambulance and took a few of
the station crew and Gar with me and set out. I was supposed to meet Vince who was to pick
out a house for us in which to set up, but I didn't run into him and as a result went quite
far ahead of the spot where we would ﬁave ordinarily set up. Finally I came to a town which
had been cleared of Jerries anly an hour or two before, and -decided that that was far enough
forward to go. By that time I was only a short distance behind the front troops, who were
moving at a steady pace without #my trouble at all, In fact they were moving so fast that
they were using vehicles to transport them rather than having them walk. The trip up to the
town where I went was sweel, in that all the wagy up I was being hailed a s a liberator.
Feople were out at the roadside offering eggs, wine, freshly baked bread, or anything else
they had in the way of food, I was plenty glad to get some of it, because I had been on the
move and hadn't had anything to eat for 16 hours. Oh, I forgot about an egg sandwich which
1 had had just before I left the company. At any rate when I finally arrived in this towm
I took a lock thru it and found only one placé which could act as a station and house the
cntire company, and that was the school house. This was mobbed atthe time that I drove up
by a tremendous number of partisans all armed with cast off German guns. It seems that the
school hause was the partisan headquarters., As soon as I. pulled the ambulance up before the
building I was mobbed by the partisans, each of whom wanted to %ouch me. Fimally I got them
to quiet down e¢nough for them to hear me ask for the commandant and I was immediately taken
%nto' the school building where I found him in one of the noisiest rooms I have ever entered, |
These Italians really can mske the noise, just in ordinary conversation. I explained that I
wanted the building to set up a hospital, and he told me that it was mine just for the ask=
ing, so I put a reserved sigl on it and then went to Yook for Vince, whom I had not yet con-
tacted. I couldn't find him, so I left a man at the road junction and returned to the school
where we unloaded and were all set to work, Ve were simply mobbed by people who wanted to
do all sorts of favors for us. If I hadn't restricted the amount of wine that I took I could
have gotten gloriously drunk, At about dark Tag drove up, all excited, because he had been
worried about going forward too far. However, by that time the troops were at least b miles
ahead of us (by morning we were rear echelon agiin), Tag brought the rest of the company with
him, but he had left them parked down the road until he investigated. The only portions that
weren't with us were the kitchen and the Jerry ffAlIéftruck. I had expected to eat cold rate
ions for a couple of dagys until the kitchen truck did catch up to us once again, and have
found out that our new type of C rations are not at all bad, Some of our lifter bearers re-
turned to the company because they weren't needed #nd the battalions had no transportation
for them, and they really had the eggs. Ope,of the boys came back with 50 eggs, all of which
he had hard boiled, Needless to sagy I had hardboiled eggs for breakfast yesterday. We did
not contact Vince until yesterdgy morming. He had found a house a few miles back on the road
and had then looked for us for a couple of hours and not being able to find us to his rear
had gone to bed for the night and then come forward in the morning. I was thankful to see
the company pull in just at dark because Jerry had been over and had strafed the road sbout
2 half mile in front of them, as usual without any casualties.

Yesterday morning we re had a picnic. The partisans were out roundingz up the fascists
waich they did without amy difficulty, for the fascists gave no resistance whatsoever. The
entire village seemed to have congregated around our schoolhouse and everytime a partisan
brought in a fascist there was applause from the villagers for the partisan, and boos and
catcalls for the fascists. It was the type of thing which you have seen in the movies and in
news photos.

Regiment had moved up early yesterday morning, and I sent Vince out to get in contact
with them to see if we should move up. Tag, in the meantime went to the rear to see if he
couldn't bring up the rest of our vehicles, After waiting a couple of hours for Vince to
come back and tell us %o move, during which time everybody and his uncle passed by us on
his way forward, I finally got disturbed and sent Macri forward in an ambulance to contact
regimentalds He was back at 1130, just in time to keep me from having a geal
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ily which the chaplain had arr ed for us. Ve rriedly packed and ings I had te a
problem onrwhandsforparb'om comnpany was quitesmdﬂ.sﬁmae%gggm, the p@lbiﬂm:

Tag had gone back %o get and here I was moving on without them having caught ever,
ﬂmwasmammintflema'ﬁm.',lhadtokeepgpingmn;fimdathe ’ g
svor the entire boot ealled Italy. We started right on out and kept going we had

resched the spob where lacri had left Regimental parked at the gide of the roads I

the company there and contimed on up until I fomﬁmghm@mdhumdwhattm
ol gituation wase From this I could figure out where best to put up the companye. On my re-
Wmtcward-thewwwlminh?m,mwastakdmglﬂpnptommmmlmsand
dternine how many ambulances we would ncede I sent Leip back with Vince who had already had
a house ankadoutforthemtominto.Iwaﬂ.ﬂdﬁrbimat.thacmaruaﬂsm
roginental, where every Italian who passed by had a word of welcome for mes Finally Vince
roturned and we set out to find the patients. They were all Gerpan casualties and believe
mélmmrmnsmhapimwmaemﬁonmmmnasI gsaw ab that
street mmwharathapatipnbsmwaiﬁngtobepid:edup.wheenﬁ:e getting was one
of dostruction, first of all because this was abt the edge of a large city right next to the
pod lvoad Gracks and our planes ghad been giving the place a werkover for quite some Uimse
is o posult there just wasn't anything left bmt toatl ruins. Thangegt a road junction just
next to this railroad track I saw a number of vehicles which had been knocked -cut and which
vere still smolderinge Here it was that I found my patients. It was difficult to tell which
wore dead and which were alive. In a bomb crater I found eight live Jerries, all badly
wounded, and then seattered arcund over a distance of 100 yards I found a total of 12, 1
sent for 3 Msmtwmmmmmofm'smmmmmdmm
was loca*»edabitoloaertha'nlwaslhadhimﬁmﬂahm and T furnished the thrid, I took
thefmmstomsir&owmmashtter casualties - one with a chest wound which

Thuinciden‘bﬂaokp]aceata!mad;lumtﬂ.onandthsmswmon_omamof_-h&w‘fwhilatha |
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of the ¥ toward safetye The TDs called to them to halt but they elther di.dnit hear or wouldn'
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of them, but we have no sympa atallforthewﬁazﬂawtmdon‘thavemou@senaetoﬁm
up.‘I‘woofthasemmthatI %mmcmjpgwhmbmtintheamanamfor7ms.
Tin gure that they have performed hely chare of inlmmane actsSe
OhI-fcrgottowuymamttméaemmmmawm_hmmnbrou@tintotmsnhool
hmmhmmmmewimewning.Thayhaibaanpeﬁkedupbythepmim.2

nighty so I znd a couple ofnwmanaaamhedthmforwhatevermmightﬁnioi‘vahetothe

even sleeping there
Dnnwretumto;hempazwlfmmdthatvmmdputupthcocmpatwinafzmhouwin

h.eh there 14, pearly emough room, so de itathefwbthatma]reaxhrhadun]oadadﬂm
g:%tc?.on mzdggksgr care g;é the Jerries there, i sent him out to do a bib move recommalssence
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for a place large enough to house the entire company. I'm afraid that some of the men were
disappointed because they had two beautiful girls in this place, one of them as pretty as
wich I have seen over here in quite some time. However, T didn't like the idea of
some of them having to sleep outbside so we 1ooked further. We found a small farm village
built arownd a large eentral square, where we would have no trouble patting Gp both men and
station, SO as soon as We sent off the Jerries we moved OVer to this place. All day long we
had been hearing a rumor from the Italians that the war was over and the Germans had been
ordered by Hitler, who thereafter had commitied cuicide, to ldy down their armse We did not
O ey stock into this rumor, bub believe me these Ttald :
ity into which we moved the entire village was drurk snd singing at the tops of their wvoice
They called us their liberators and wine flowed like water.ie told them that the war was no
yeb over, proving it by turning on the radio and contimuing to hear war news, and also by
the continuation of artillery fire. They pelieved us before long, but that didn't stop the
celebration for after all, were not they liberated, and were we not their liberators?

Asf I write this I am Sitting in the second floor of the home of the superintendent of
this farm communily, every one 3n it workd for the same man, an sbsentee owner. From here
1 ean overlook the large central square of the Town, which really consists of four long
houses (each composed of individual houses which are continmuoue as far as the outside ap=

snee is concerned) one on each of the square's four sides. The commnity has 40 to 50
cows which give only 70 quarts of milk because of the dry weather which they have been hav-
ing here (no rain in 90 dzys) and the lack of forage pesulting therefrome The germans blew
up the canal gystems which were used for irrigation, when they blew up ammmnition just be=-
fore they pulled out of this vicinity. As if to celebrate along with the civilians for thel
1iberation, it rained a bit last nighte Apparently the commnity funcitons on a ghare crop-
per type of buginess, in that the various families that brought in milk %o the superintend-
ent, had the milk measured oub by him and then received half of it back. If they work on
holvesy LRey are 2 fortunate bunch of farmers, because that is better than the average farm
er is able to do back in the states. The village is populated Ry 2 tremendous nuuber of
children, which isn'® surprising, since it is quite isolated, g0 that the people can't go
to the Big citfy for entertainment, and after all what better form of entertainment 1s
there on cold winter nights when there isn't enough Ie at in the house?

Last night, Tag pulled in with our kitchen and another ambulance, for which we were
thakrkful, however, he hasnt gotten the Jerry trnck up to us yeb, and it containys a mum=
ber of things which we need, including a set of maps which is of this area. Ve used up all
of our other maps because of the rapid pace We have been moving abe

Well, honey, if T'm going to get this in the mail IV11 have to gtop now, since we are
sending in an ambulance load of paitents in a few mnubes. I will save the story sbout the
German prisoner thab T took for a later, letiers

Love,
Walte

Jo
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