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I'nm aiolyllgte in getting started on my letter and s & result will probab
1y_hav§ 60 §1n13h it in the morninge. Welve been doing a bit of celebrating
here, drinking up the good whiskey which I had promised the boys a long time
ggo for thelr vietory celbration partye. And how they did go for it. I figured
that115 guarts should really be enough for them, sinee some oI the men don't
drink, but they raen thrma the first 15 quarts as if it wes water and ended up
by d;lnk{ng 24 quarts. We had %o put a stop to 1% or they would have contin-
ued indefinitely. As a result T1ve been putting & few men to bed and sitting
around shmoosing with +the other men, so that I didn't have a chance to get
started on my letter. ¥ . ‘
~ iie are still in ‘the same notel in the same beautiful picturesquse area, and
even more comfortable than before for we nave fixed up tables outside for the
men to eat their mesls at. We hate to think of having to leave this place bul
T understand that we will have to go back under wattalion control within & fev
days. L only hope that we will find a place even half as nice s this Oone. I
give my doubts, though, Well, T won't try to eross +thot bridge until I come .
LG :
vesterday I took 2 long trip in the jeep to the town where my man, Cross
did his disappearing aet. It is a typically justrian town, alitho 5till with
the Italian bordelr. This fellow, Cross, SECEMS to have been & lone wolf and did
Aot take the other boys into his confidence, and 28 a result we hardly know \
gnything =bout what wenlt On. 711 we know 18 thet he aasked Kalio, snother one.
of our memn, O accompany him to a house in the vieinity (house ynspecified, hu
“ever) qhere he had nobticed a miidcheny and also ¥0 g0 +o 2 bar with him. Howeve
Tatko refused because he was afraid that the company might have to move out
while they were aways Ag it was the company did not move out until the follow
ing afiternoon. Cross did not return to the company that night and wes not seeas
from the time he l1eft the ecompanyy shortly after iis crrivel in the areas On
=iy ers Vel frr tHe towy ko Mﬁtle?‘wmm&ﬁ'mlmi of—tre—regim
ent which was now occupying the town and reported his -obsence to the me jor in

charge. ie promised to do all he could %o 1ocate Cross. L &ls0 reported the in
eident to Duncan znd Leip wrote oul & stery of the entire incident for the in-
formation of the colonel and a2lso personnel., 1 am guite worried hecause I have
heard of some of the stunts thet the women of Germany have tried on American
soldiers - enticing them into their apartments and killing them. I certainly
ezn't think of any logieal reason . for Cross to heve aisappeared otherwise. If
he hed gotten hurt he would have gone thru our gtation as & patient; and cer-
toin it is that he would heve been most unwise to have gone AWOL: so late in
the war, and Cross Was nobody's fools My pusiness in the +own having been take:
care of I decided to- look.around & bit. The 2irls of the town had Tthe long
blonde pigtails, +the extra pinaiores oTr aprons over their dresses, /the rosy, I'él
complexion that is so characteristic of the Tyrol. They are pretty things when
young but seem to get pretby pudgy and coars looking as they set older. The
town is quaint looking, with many gables on the houses. 1 stopped in one gtore
where 1 was greeted,wi%h iguten Tag"s These people are no more Italian than at
I,.and I'm sure that their sympathies are g1l with the Germanse. However, tuae
proprietess was not averse to doing business with an merican. They had carved
wooden figures, typical of the region, and they were just what 1 was looking
for, so I bought two of them, & male and femele figure. They remind me some-
what of Ddie's Lencl dollse 1 also bought & few posteards. T also hed consid-
ered taking o run & few miles farther north o see & famous spot,; but since
they have roads under control I wes afraid that T wowld be fturned beck end pos:
gibly have 1o explein to the higher ups what I was doing in 2 vicinity so far
from where 1 belonged, end decided ageinst iT.
I had baken Teg's camera slong on my trip hecause Leip had +old re how beau-
tiful the seenery was, and believe me he had not exaceerated. It 18 haerd Lo be-
liofe vaes this country can be so beautiful even tho you arc looking right &
it. Every ourve of the road surprised one with - e A 1'1“.‘03“l“w right &%
— g2nnot deseribe the difference in thes d 3 B s o Pt
S W ront bhoing of e e, and yet one could gege on them all de
N i S & i« The gorgeous tall evergreens covering the
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- fhrbulent stream; & eity nesrﬁleﬁ in the h&llow S ted hy two mountaingy 2 111
$le valley Paacefull v snugeling batween hoary-haided mountains,. fHore wes Drags

tieslly mo sign of war. But yes, saide from s0me |
bivouae sreas and buildings snd & German fom
I saw something which explained tae. I . statement whioh I 8¢
freguently saw in the newspaper, viz, “Warshal arde i northern Italy wex
also bowbed." 7ell, I saw & marerslling mrd, PR § 18 merelia widened piace
in a roilroed with numwm-mi,.s in it wherg Trsing =re made Wy for thelir
tripse This was the scene of the moest complede deve ..w— tion of an dwisg tLat 3
heve yet seen. Not one of hémdreds of ra = ) 3 the
tracks and I'Octﬂbeh.a were completely destroyedy \ fact, to ,,:Lve yoE"
slight idez of the forge of our .;ttz.cx.;, one milread cor wes lying on &2 \apn
- osite side of the road ruming past the railrgad yavds, énd when you pletare.
. the yard as bem{, s zood 10 feet below the lewel of he rocd you may get some |
1&33 of the Torce of that explosion. Certain if wes that the Uermong ‘couldn'ty
mnove saything &t all thru thet marshalling yaprdy end'dt was well beyond any |
.oquick repsire The Jerries had prepered themﬂervds for sim.l‘-r dextruetion of

' aEifully camoufloged Germs
T B 151"'%&.. tant road Junctlo

bridges on the maln hig!maya by haviag praviow ploged sufficient nunbers of
logs to refpzir say' such dumage quz.cr’l,m I had: tukin gome pictures
. of some of the beuutiful scenes, but being wer ! :l T dscided to take = pi

tuce of this destruction first. As luck would have it, 'l‘- ¢ had given me & roll)

which had been completely used up, albfio he, belmed tbr*t he et11l hod 14 ple~

tures remaining on the rolls - -

. Seon after my retura Frauk Tung:

in to see us. _’ha" hed @ tire thxl needed T ‘and under our -resent set up

| we eve teking care of their rezéirs, I spoke  Fpank 3¢ quite some time

; abaut what may be in store foF ua in the future) na:t ,;ma LS mw{rbtt’?g
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. med *‘,m s he kney anmi« about the Iatest 5 f

g 1= e s i 5 Y 1§ S basm done out of - ’j
our nuota, e ismmedistely teld me that 1 always hed $he ides thet hesds jueriers

wes trging to-de m’ c%:gy out of 2onethinge Cottld be, "ufter sll - I've worked

with those Tellown for s and have veen them fake plenty of advantuge

which they didn't allow % eollecting companies, I told nik, that any time ‘i

, / it wag a 'legitinote one. il fc}.t\that headsdarters is slvays

L8/ cona iciératim of overything whigh it does, bhu e&ll;f feel

I they dg/ Aot have the viewpoifit of the colleeting coupeny dud do things

. more for the ccnvfpnienw rutber than for the justice in‘.rolwﬁ. fn 1t. 4 point

. fpf as e e:wémle fould have Peen the Last inei eat in which thepxadioced for
their man fhur;c” ‘baclk in.or e Lo 20 home, 'buy did. nnt towe the drouble to
redic to fe for ¢ men's name so that he m.f::t be\-..ble to soe Instead®$h qamt
two men. 1 hcué /50 find out movre shoud that whenl get back there «rit\i: xeﬁ.

' Oh well, the is over now end maybe we will get hone before to0

: :umter. ireak 7 markod on the fact that I had had 3 officers go home vith -2

her ¢

1y Johnnie w&waeek, and Brady from Hy dmpsa;

$

sy (in the bvattelion heving sent sny home. Ho fewr T explained
he gfTicers are tatean from a h&zttalian s‘hqldnoin, L“o- easg the men are
fr emw.;v qtmtas. , o
s . e | .
T, I would hete %o o of them 100::“:1’: on the of- .
f,{cer‘s qua’@as as company quotas now, for fhat would mesn that I would be
one af the last officers io get to go home. ‘Mby‘o we'll 21l be there hew
~ fore thet time srrives, though. I certeinly - 80, Prenk looked around -
our place snd really spprecisted the swell set \up thet we have. Ile thouzht 44
even nicer then his, dusplite the fmot that haép ’cao is loested in ¢ kotel and
5’«1’

on the shores of & lake to Doot. He like us ampletﬂlv marrounded by Geraw
_ens living in the boiber hotels in the vieinlbye It i# resily o teculisr situ-
ation, this interminglin- of Cermin and imericahe troops without cny frotornie
. Zations e will drive-olong and see two Germaniend wo imercion iP5 on.& roady
8ll armed with rifies, standing guerd ot the Aume 8pot, the Germans stopping
(terman vehizles and 'tlm imericans stop Jp »r._; vehicles. I would never have
lw -weﬁ mra thi&s i maible 1 werenft living thru the experience.




