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ﬁ Good afternoon, my sweet: 10 May 1945 Thursday 1645

[ I have just returned from s long trip in search of Cross, and this time my
trip wes more fruitful than the last time, for T found him and brought him
back with me. It's an interesting story and I'1ll tell you about it either late
in this AXELy/4F letter or in tomorrow's. .

I was telling you about the Jerry plane that landed near us. Ve were all
excited about it because we had never seen one of those devils so close. Ve
didn't know whether to be worried about it or not, but figured that if he was
intending to attack he would never be flying so 1ow,; s0 we stood around and
watehed him circle right ovgr our building and then stort to fly down the wval=
ley when a flere was shot off by an officer over nesr the airfield, and the
plane turned around and came. back to make & perfect pancake landing. Altho the
place ‘he landed was a full three guarters of & mile From the nearest soldiers

1% took only a few minutes before his plane was so thickly surrounded by GIs
that it was impossible to get near it, The souvenir hunting CIs immediately
relieved him &f his helmet and his parachute. It wes only & matter of o few.
minutes until the local militery authorities were there in vehicles and had

~the pilot'and his two passengers, one male zhd one female, on their way to
neadguerters for questioning. I leter learned that the pilot had been at .
~rague and had received orders to fly northwest into Germany, but decided that
he would Pramher land close to his home and so flew southwest. He -did neot know
that he woubd find Ameriean soldiers here. He was cussing the Amerieans quite
vehemently when I walked over to the plane. The girl with him was thoroughly
frightened, I don't know whether from the -pancake lending or because of all
the GIs around her. Guzrds were immediately put on the plane so that noone -
could destroy it. It was & cinch that no one could fly it away for the propel-

L4Qrs had been smashed by the landing.

TeSsterday we broke our hearts by having.to give up our Germen velhicless—ie
znew that sooner or later fHe proer would comedoen €6 us o tU¥n them'.in,
butwe had not expected It 80 quickly. I didn'f mind g¥ving up the sedan but
I hatied to give up the Dodge 2% ton iruck because we were =ble +to load 21l :of
orr extra stuff in it and thus be able 4o move the whole company at one time.
As it is, without it we have to shuttle, which 18 no good when one makes long
moves. I understand that the reason they took the vehicles up so quieckly was
so that they would have zdditional transportagion to move the Jerries back to
The processing centers. The big move seems G0 have sbterted in earnest and it
should not be too long before we hgare’ all of them under leock and key, as it
were. The place to which we had $d take the vehicles was guite 2 distance to
our rear and we had several funny incident oecur begeuse o the way the road
eplits some miles to our rear, It seems thet in order to coatinue going to the
rear, one has to make a very shapp turn, rather then take the natursl curve of
the road at this split. The natural curve brings ene right back to this spot
aiter completing a large eircle, We had to put up 10 men from the engineers
for the night becsuse they had made this error. ‘ney hed started from their
company, only 4 kilometers waay at noon, had made the wrong turn, then real-

e=dzing that they had gone wrung tried to correet it with znother turn and end-..
ed up many miles awey before they decided that they had bubtter turn arounde.
fhey arrived here after having driven 150 miles in 7 or 8 hours. %e had sev-
eral others here who had made the same error in the turn =nd completed the cir
cuit.

lesterdey morning Maeri, Kelly, and I took a trip %0 find some guns for the
group at headouvarters. It seemed thet the colonel and Strogzi had not gotten
eny rifles, and since they had heard we were in the heart of o .souvenir "gold
mine" they sent word up to ask us to get them o few. I dropped in at several
of the infantry companies where I had seen large quantities of guns a day or
two before. It seems that they had turned these in to regiment and the few
they had left they had to hold on to beecause they had given the Germans re-
ceipts for them, and therefore they would heve t0 account for esch gun,. ‘I fin-.
ally deeided to go over te see @ol. Znglish and get hies permission to pick up-
6 of them. However, he was busy with our genersl, so I decided to talk %o Bren
nen, who is the CO of the regimental headquarters eompany. It turned out that _

“he had more guns than he knew what to do with and so I want over to his €P
where I found a room which they had nailed eloced +a Yean awamwana aoi  wre_
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1st sergeant had to forece open the door for us, and what an arsenal we thenk
belield. It seems that two German companies occupied the building and the GI
had taken up ell their weapons &nd placed it im this one room. Ve could have
had as meny guns as we wanted, but ended up taking eight instead of the six |
which we had intedded taking. I Xept one for myself &nd may give it to Mel
Shaw or someone else in town %0 do some deer hunting with. It is supposed: to \\

\

be the best gun for that purpoge. One would think that I was interested in
guns the way I'm collecting ;them, but I don't expeet To shoot any of those ,
that I bring home. In faet § will probably give them away or even better, sell
them to some' rear echelon soldier, We shall seed Y
I mentioned in yesterday's letter .about the Germans sunning themselves on
g hill behind our hotel. It 18 about a hslf mile away and altho we can see them
pleinly, yet the boys are not satisfied because tie German Vacs sun Themselves
right along with the soldiers, so the boys have seraped together every binoe~
ulars we have around. I understend that the Wecs dress more or less as do our
girls in the states in sun suits. There seems o0 be some messing around between
the males and females, but nothing serious. However, I guess that Hitler's
teachings of babies for the Vaterland hes not been Torgotten just because The
war is over, end T imegine that morals are pretty low from our conge;vatlve_
viewpoint. Since it is & courtmariial offense to be eaught fraterniging with
members of the German army, and since the Wees are & part of tThe army, none of
- my men cen give me eny definite information on this subject. I have notlgga
that the mejority of the German Wacs pretty well ignore our sqlale?i as they
walk down the road, but I don't imow what their reasction would be i theqsol—
diers approached them and talked to them. Of course, $ance, #illie, and Crane
seemed to beiieve thet they might have some luck with & bit of ;era;stgnce,ul
iy 1+ know, That reminds me — Sal, Willie, ané Rogigsk; came up Mopday Ll
%‘bﬁﬁyw@&me afber SOUVENITS but I know bhei Williie ?.JI'OU.:;‘:I’I‘E ‘Eui O’fih?"‘w—
two up beeause fhe thousht Tt TEONTE roto-gur former-holel Got-SH SO
"£008" where they hzad fgileéd before, #e had two good omes with LiM, LoWever,
‘when I told him what the set up was he realized thet even this bold triumvir-
ate would not be able bto get by the gusrds, end returned to the rear shortly
atber. : I
4 There is & younz (uander 30) Austrian who stays here at the hotel, b?l%g ap-
parently a relotive of the lendlady, who is tThe picture cz_ugu;ug agdrfa&rm%h.
curiosity aroufsed, He does not spgel any Itdlian at gll, which is o fTunny thing
for & native around here, practicdlly all of whom are bilingusl, but“wqo prefer
Lermen. He was pointing out various mountain'peaks.to me telling me which Eneg.
he had climbed and how long it.had taken him. One in the clos?st croup took ?1@
8 hours to scsle. He says thet it is wonderful to get to the uog‘of these ?ifgs
and look out over the countryside. Not & sound canﬂbe‘heard up :ﬂ§r§.“F ;mfblne
it gives somewhat of the feeling of awe that we had when we loo?ga apf% infog
the Grand Canyon. I +theought That our 1;ndlad; hated.Ita¢1ans,kaut_tnlari0fiu
fellow despises them. He insists that they-won't Work andﬁﬁry.bo 11geﬁo};Pu i
Austrispns in the area, These people are golng to be an “n“%ﬁpl\?9t for fee
pretty sure thet the Tyrol will continue to remain ip Ifelien hands. i
Yeaterday I received a phone call from one of the crew et Tugfnvgig gciit%el
gbout my recommendations for combat medics badge. I na? senﬁ.%nﬂ: 11E -Oiad e
bearers, smbulance drivers, aand liaison men ior the'a?d?dl-dﬂiﬂ¢?0m9523 o
dorsed it. But it seems that division is ewelting on 1nteipreuuﬁlgglqlam ihe
higher headquarters as to whether collecting company men d?e G%igi?li fzroucrim-
award., If they don't give it to these men, at,tng_very_leést, 1r}51ﬁ+¢%50;m
inal error, for these boys have been right up at the hatﬁa%io?tgil'Obuaid'iédi&
2nd have endengered their lives just as much as many of the ?;1 = é?%s Py
In fact, they have been farther forwerd than the regimental flgﬁfi %'1i o &
men are eligible for. the eward. I imagine thai higher he%d%uurﬁ?%f ggz?ﬁ;a e
point if they heve & man who has worked up from & sma}lel‘dobt{i ﬂ*ﬁig‘z“npaivn
but if he is someone who hes been & rear ech§lon_soldler all f;u,f"* ﬂwfhe g
he will AZ#F probebly meke the error of considering these men s DPaft OF Ko
collecting compeny which in his tactical book is located anywhere f?om;aﬂ atk
mile o severzl miles behind the front line troops. That will be reclly unfalr.
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These cizilians over here are amazgd to see the good guality o¢f the food
- which we get. They have been used to seeing the miserablé rations of the Ger-
mans, and then to sece our relatively lavish rations simply overwhelms them,
greatly impressed when we told them that every single bit of food
which we get comes from the United States and that we do not have to depend
on any country in which we happen %to be to feed vs. Major Butterfield was Tell-
ing me about the German Major who 1is acting as provost masshal for the German
troops in this vieinity. The first night we were in this area he was busy ;works
ing at regiment at supper time so they fed him. They happened to have only C
rations at the time, the new C rations which are not at all bad, and they open-
ed & can for him, His eyes Went wide with delight and he said, "Ho wonder you
Americans can win wars, waen you eat food like this." /ind tThat was C rations
which don't compare at all with our B rations. ‘
last night, while I was sitting here and writing your letier, Frank, one of
m. smbulance drivers came in guite drunk from his beer ration. He told me that
he wanted me to demote him to & private because he didn't feel that he was cap
able enough to hold hig job. He had feelings of inferiority because of a laeck
of schooling &nd slso because of an incident which eccurred in the states 1n
which he is supposed to have struck & man who subsequently died. However, the
srmy proved to its own satisfaction thaet Frenk had nething to do with the in-
cident, Well, in a most eircumlogquacious manner, he came sround to the main
reggon for his coming in to talk to me, It seems that he had a pretiy good
ides where I might find my missing man Cross. It seemg that the two of them
had been hailed into & room by & women in the town in which the station had
set ups They went up for the purpose of eating food, and had a couple of eggs
apiece. Then YHZ Cross got the idea that he couwld spend some time with the wom
seiiand Frank, playing 'séeond Tiddle on such a piece not eppealing to his es-
me—liesenge, Jeft Tor the compeny area. lhe compsny moved a.few blocks away
giggs ?gd beﬁn S0 D 7. g < S 7 dpadance stoved 28 Ahe-aid sisdd guns—So-dnad 11
niacting the anbwlarape. Sing e S “od T DR ueS TR YO —Rara-1T DY
I sent him o baé“%ﬁ?ﬁgﬁﬁszizcﬁeifﬁ?i-5??W JuSt,”ﬁfééffhiﬁ house was 102§t§é
We:did just thzt with geod results Q?Tffftqf? could go up—there this morning,
letter }§§;> © 108, about whieh I shell tell you in tomorrow's
5 .

~ tol rbout the fa peoL }
Mic§> e, OfgoitasgiligmouiﬁgeOyle waom *  had recaptured from the Jerries
i tgz\E ﬁ.'§§é§§>a§e 13308 rivers, had . Gecompuny the convor on its trip-
Bt i 35 people in the group, altho not sll of these wer
= gg seme vime. The group included zmons its Tamot yihe
e i1 GHONE 1vs more fomous members
moMe

They were

Kurt von L& /3 I
88, wife, and soh, lLeon Blum and wife, Hjalmer Jchacht, and
- g [0 Cer adile ? =5

Pastor Ni o ¥ 3¢

s uuéos - rs gomeop?‘got the idea that it would be & swell time to get

note oF BE R G : ;S glxe had & number of these people zutograph a 190“5-

spoken to uﬁlz they §g§$e31§ as?ogluﬁe driver. The people wgrelrot Yo belre

Lt i WECG aesirea of talking, whieh they a 33

z0t to Ting ok Mt ot 5 100 coffee. It was then that Mike
& \ l o 1e arnd ho : T

I I . a Losenthal and her deughter and they invited him

: thém in their cay ) -
. a¥, He had guite an ij : - -
't.- : e - s & { - il = (}_dl e &an lﬂter, f"‘t‘ ne time o ey T
hat the husvdMelar the woman had been cading liphgu-lJf time, leerning
» ERUIES LS in the German army une

til the +i :

bit.abguz 8 H;g%er'g attempted assussination. He learned et first hand a

Aberitnn B ous o) ?ufhenwald and Dachav, fe also tzlked 4o the oﬁly
el SToup, & Iellow named Cushing, who has = life story like one

of Heming s\Vehar ! 1

o1 i T araeters, havin ] P -Spai i

B s Germén ; dg De?n ln_the battle of Spain, in the world
B, 8 and escaped from severzl of their concentration

canps T v K b
be bicﬁgi}uzoaﬁévergéfgilf up at other ones because he was sure that he woulé
some of theiméthogs by Ly put to death if he didn't give himself up. He gave
ors, but I'11 heve tob fﬂlcg the men in camp oubtsmarted their Germen torment-
He seems to have been ?Fge tha? until -some other time because of censorshipe
1fhiva Thict Debis Jashido'e- 0 avoid feath because he led the Germens to bei
impressed thém ity thngfvag hi§-518uer, rather than e 2nd or 3rd cousin, anf
FOLT then aboni: M die dc) that she was merried %o a Hoosevelt (he didn't ;
Russiean nemed Stalin wgg::faimégegethere wasta liinee A e e
altho some orf : i was about 2 4th eousin, and probably wa
us thaught at first that he was Stalin's son: bt B
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That was quite




