Good evening, darling: : 29 May. 1945 Tuesday 1730
. I'm neglecting you again, my sweet. I didn't get my letter written this AN
as I should have, and about the only excuse that I ean give is that I wasp’t i
e writing mood. As it is, I'm starting this now, but in a half hour we are %0
have z volleyball game with the battalion, and following that I expect to g0 %
the movie. I shall probably get home toc late from that to do any letter wpli-
ing so that I shall have to finish this in the AM. For the first time in s&bwt
a week I am making a couple of carbon copies of my letter because I am going |
to tell you about my trip to Venice rather than the little items of my relatiw
ly uneventful life. Before I stert in that I want to answer a guestion that yo
ask in the letter I received this evening. Send the dicticnary back. It hes |
been so long since I ordered it from you that the PX got one in in the meantine
and altho it isn't as good a one as the one I ordered nevertheless it will do
for the relatively little use I give it. Regarding the film, if you can get it
send it. Even if I am fortunate enough to be on my way to the states at the
time it comes over, it will finally catch up with me. I wish I could tell you
Just how long I will be over here, but Isimply do not know. I do imagine that
it won't be terribly much longer, but that is my own opinion and not from any
offieial news which I have. There are all sorts of rumors, most of them pretty
similar, and when that happens things usually oeccur in accordance with the ru-
mor., Suffice it to say that the rumors are encouraging to say the least. Now
don't interpret that as meaning that I am getting out of the zrmy or any such
happy break as that, but rather that I shall be back in the stztes before a
other winter comes. I am not a part of the 15th Army that is to occupy Europe
The 5th Army is part of the 15th Army Group and has nothing to do with such
oceupation, So don't worry yourself abﬁﬁ?“%hat, honey. I won't remsin in Zurop
The mein question is how long I'1l be here before I get to go back to the stat
and your guess on that is almost as good as mine., I doa't expeet to go to the
Pacific without first seeing the states, and once I get to the states I imagin
that I will be permitted to get out of zhe 85th and ints 2 hospital. I'm a-
fraid to hope for anything better than that, viz. getting out of the zrmy, Tha
waits to be seen. 5
Sunday our company was to supply one truck and one officer to cecompany dhe
men on pass to Venice, Since Tag was away on a five day pass, or rather had
just come back fvom one, that eliminuted him as a posaibility. Vince having
Just returned from the states didn't raote it, so it was between Leip and I.
I decided that I would give him tlte choice of whether he wanted to g0 or note.
Be decided against it because it was Sunday and all the stores would be closed.
30 that is how I got to g0+ In order to have a full day in Venice we had to.
leave at 6 AM so I had to get up at 5 to clean up, shave, and eat. It was real
ly a beautiful day for such a trip, altho = bit chilly until we got down out
of the mountains. Of course, this portion of Italy has no visible scars of the
war, since it was just along in this region that the Jerries gave upe. The only
damege thet one saw in the first portion of our trip was the junked German ve=-
hicles along the roadside where they had been pushed after having been knocked
out by our air corps., However, asi we went fzrther south, just south of Vittor-.
io Venuta there was more and more) dzmage to be found and the city of Treviso |
was really quite beaten up, with hardly a block of the town not being pretty
badly damaged by air attack, Because of this damage several of thhe roads were
one way, and as a result we got lost for about 15 minutes trying \to fathom our
Way_out of the maze of roadss The British are in gharge of this stetor and
their signs are not the same as ours g0 that we got a bit confused about the
proper roasd. However, it didﬁ't take us too long to get straightenied out z=nd
on our way ageine I know that; yol have read stories in the newspapers about '
t?e tremen@ous migretion of z'‘efugees that is going on thruout Zurope. I have
often mentioned it in my lethers. On the highway to Venice we ran meross & .
camp which is taking care of Mhese individuzls who are slowly headiing their
gay home, The allies are tryilng to ‘help them along now by furnishipg trucks T
hem and they really had quifie & line of locded trucks on the highiyays, @ost
of them headin§ south. The “loser we got to Venice the more trafficy we ran in
P;iiAgter 211 Venice is & ‘Jea port and supplies come into it from 1the various
@llied nations and these Jda.ve to be taken up to the ireops by truckiss so youl
¢an 1magine how many trucky were rushing hither and yon on the roail, Finally
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e were able to see Veniece in the distance. It is a2 eity built on islends and X
ot really a part of the meinland of Italy at sll. A causeway,y 3 to 4 miles in
:ength_connects it to the mainland. Ve drove down this esuseway and reached the
irgt island, where, to my surprise we had to leave our vehicle. There are no
ehicles at @ll in Venice, since there sre no streets on which one could drive
hem. In fact in the entire day which I spent there I saw only one bicycle.
here iz a good reason for this, since the bridges which go over the canals hav:
Teps up end down, and it is no fun lugging & bieycle up and down steps every
‘ew hundred yards or lesSe : : i

.Ngw to try to give you an verall picture of Venice. It seems that it was
?rlglnally populated by Italisn mainlaonders who went to the islends to avoid be--
Ing @estroyed by their enemies. They built many buildings on these islands end
.5 time went on gradually became @ POwWer themselves and had 2 little empire,
his was ruled by a duke, the Duke of Venice, who was elegcted by the patricisns
f the islandse. The title was not hereditary, but as one duke died another wes
slected in his plece. Finally they lost 21l of their power when defeated in war
and became part of Italy proper 2t the time that Geribaldi united the various
parts of Italy %o make it & nation, that was in the 1860s. Venice is separated
Prom the Adriatic by & spit of lend known &s the Lido. I% is supposed to be the
nost exclusive part of Venice, but was off limits to us 30 that we didn't get
to see it. It is now being used as & r st eenter for troops, as well as & resSe
jdential area, but those troops to whom I talked who are stajylng there were not
too enthusiastic ebout it because theyclefined that it was to00 dead. Of course,
heir idea of that and mine differ considerably. This spit of land separating
Venice from the Adriatic results in the formation of a legoon between the eity
proper and the mainland. Venice has now resched the point where practicaliyev=-
ery square inch of land on the islsnds has houses built on it right down %0 .
very edge, In fact, probably OVEr the edge for the houses g0 right to the waver
with no soil visible anywheye that I sawe. As a result one does not get the im-
pression thet these are jslends, but rather that this is a city in which thefg
streets are replaced by canals. 211 in 11 there are 120 cenals in the city and
o total of 360 bridges over them. All of these eanals are simply filled with
sondolas, which are the moin mesns of locomobione They remind me Vvery much of
the taxis in few York, and one marvels at the skill of the gondoleers just as
one does the skill of the taxi drivers. Of the canels there-are several that
are very much wider than the others. One of these 1s the famous @rand canal’
anich is about four times as wide ag South St. and is about two miles longe I
understand thfet the larger cenals ere about 18 feet deep and the smaller ones,
somewhat similar to fairly large alleyways back home, are 6 feet deep. There
are several especially large egnels thaet lead from: the ocean in to the docks
thet are deep enough for the ocean going liners to travel without difficulty.
Wwhen our truck stopped atb the endof the causeway the Tirst thing thet 2ny of us
wonted to do was to take a sondole wride. The mein reason for this wag that we
hed no idea where the main part of the city was mor how to get there if we did
know. I knew that 8%, Marks was the moet femous place in town, SO that was
where I intended to head for. Kirby end I were the only officers with the men
and we spent the entire day together, separating from the men ot once. We gob
into & gondola, apparently pulling a faux pas, by picking our own gondola out
of & group rather than taking the one which was offered to us. This resulied in
s commotion and arguing the like of which I have never heard. Ah, thinks I,
this is what I had heard about the gondoleers, & bunch of sguabblers who are al--
ways ralsing & Puss with one another, but it turned out that this was not ths
case at all, They really are 2 pretty cooperative bunech. The gondolzs are long
and blaek end can seat 6 men withont erowding. At each end, which is rais ¥ ¢
. sort of point, there is & steel prow shaoped somewha?d like & large tooth.
comb. In addition there are some brass metal ornaments on the eenter of the
gondolas sides, varying with different gondolas. I would like to deseribe th.
way the boats are propelled, but I'm afreid thet it is beyond my power to0 gin
you a word ieture of it. Suffice it to say that the gondoleer usés & gingle
oar as & e on a very peculiar oarlock. He stands at the reer of the boat a1
propels it forward with a gquick Jjerky movenment of the arms and shoulders. Oc-
casionally he will use two osrs, bulb thls oo he does facing forward from &
standins position, and no’d 1ixe rowinz a2 boat. Oftentimes there are wto congt.
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eers to & boat, in order to propel it faster, end thus make more trips and more
moneye As our gondolo headed for the great San lareco Cathedral, (St. Marks). we
were stopped by a couple of policemen in a boat who made our sondoleer turg OV—
er his price card, which ke had had lying on its face &t the Torward end of the
bodt. It was onl., then that we realized that there were standard fees,. When we

‘had gotten into the gondola I had asked the charge and he had told me "Anything

‘look for it at noon. That wasn't & bad idea, altho I was & I

wou want to pay."The cherge for three persons is 20 cents for the first half
hour and then 15 cents Tor eagh additionel half hours 1'm sure that we would
have peid him at least 50 centse We were guite amused &t signs elong the genals
giving the speed limit as 5 miles per hour in the smaller cenals &nd 8 miles ph
in the Grand canale lowever, we soon learnsd thaet this was not meant so much for
the gondoleers as for the numerous motor boats that passed back and forth along
the watervwayse As it was, keeping them down at that spped still resultia in
moderate sized weves which would) slep egeingt our gondole just short of hard e-
nough to splash us. The canéls themselves are not too sweetsmelling, having
guite a bit of floating debris in themy but it isn't as bad as some of the smell
of the Italian mainland cities. It took us just a half hour tO’arrive‘at the

San Marco Cathedral which is negr the easlern efige of tovm (we came in at the
northwest, chiefly west)s The 'igzza sen Marco is guite impressive, being & tre-
mendous open ares surrounded on Tour gides by large and famous buildingss it is
the only large open place in, Ahe entire city and is therefore used &s the meet=
ing place and focus of 51l %% the cities activities and fefess 1 was interested
in looking around & bi%t buA Kirby suggested thet the first thing which we should
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do was to locate the officers hotel =nd resteurant, so thi® we would not have ucC
Wt emused because

Kirby is pretty much Yeavier than I and it was pretty typiceliof him to baﬁﬁﬁ'_
terested in his foqﬁﬁﬁo the degree of making sure that he didnNt niss a‘m&&}g :
It didn't teke us Zongz to Yoeate the hotel for it wes just in e next bloek
and extremely well markedfiggs%gas-leaéing to-ite Once—we laoceted

v it we ré=

turned to the square and /decided thaet we would go thru 346 Marks Ourche We had

no trouble finding & suifie, Sor one of the main businesses of FloreNge is gfﬂﬁ
of enterteining touristpy and the guides hang around in the square oX ESte llarks
because that is the fogel point for =1l touristss Prom the outside th \ Basllice
of Sen Marco is strongly rveminiscent of Byzantine architecture because;\t W s
modeled on & church iyl Constantinople. (It has a nurber of large szantfne style
domes end the outside// of the church' is composed of numerous columns and ‘varicol-

‘ored marble., The iangr portion -of the church ig divided info two parts, the a-

Marks settles at the raote of ‘6 inches per centurys. That may not sygen 1

trium, which is the/part near %he outside, 2nd the inner p rtions In the atrium
there are & number /of domes whith have glass mosaics depicting scenes from the

0ld testamente T%g?inner portion of the church contains nepaics ﬁepictlngvthgz

new testament. Néue of thege seics compere in besuty withijthoge of St jgters.
A11 in 211 the floseics in the @hurch cover an arez of 40,000, sguare feets 1o me
the place seemed @ bit too ornpte and did not compare in beeutyﬁwith_bt. Peters,
This church i%,built etop & church which is supposed to have pufned dowa dare

than 1000 years agoe. Since. Vemice ic built on islands compoged of send and mud,
the goil 18 noét firm enough B9 hold up the numerous heavy buildings erected on
it, so that before buildings wm put up innumeralhle pi]_,{s of” WORT and stone wel

pleced in the soil to suppprt the weight of the bulldings, As = neQult of this
the buildings have a tendeney to settle & bit and sink over a p&r :
This is true of Ste Markéd ap well as the other buildings,. \We werk (o

but it is enough to rebult/in the\cracking of -many of the mosaics wnd Doxtieas

‘of the building resul¥ing 4n almoﬁi constant necessity of repairs, o0 thatl, 202

-

folding is almost cozstantly present in the church. This was true ad the t7ag
were there, The £loor of Ste iarks is composed of marble wifjch has gyolkes i
siderably in some spots, andl ig not particularly attractive because severs. °
e year the tides are excessjfiwely hizh and the water covers the Piazzs \of Sl
Harks end even comds into te ‘ghurch itself. 4 TR
Following our tour of tlhe chuveh Kirby and I decided %o welk around & bit
see the town. The gireets are narrow alleyways bebween the Luildings und are
confusing because they swem to have no speciel destination, oftentimes ending
bruntly at the waterta sllea. Ta' hitralled sround snd found the market place. ap-

e
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perently the ceatral Place for the entire town to do their purchasing of fuod
Needless to Say, despite the fect thaet this was Sunday, the place was trsme:.de
ously crowded, However, there was not o very great g selection to choose from,
In addition to a snell amount of meat and & larger guount of various types of -
fish the food wes limited to artichokes, cherries, and potatoes, The meat seld
for 1.60 per 1bey, the fish varied in price for the type being sold, and! the
potatoes were 10 cents ber lb., the cherries between 20 &@nd 25 gents and Lthe
crtichokes 5 cents eachs That gives you some idesa of prices over here, The ¥Fid
bridge which we crossed over to go to the market 1s a famous oneély, being only
one of two thet crosses +tHe grand cenale It is called the Rialto) bridge and is
mach lerger than any of the other bridges, having two sets of maxtble staeirs
with a series of shops in between them, These shops were the money, center of
the city in the days when Venice was in its zenith of power, but A@w they aet
&8 ordinery shops. | R

After walking sround until we were tired, and still finding it t®o early to
eaty Kirby and I decided to take = gondola ride end see the city foom a gondols
Thet is one nice thing about Venice, when you are tired you can get dnto e “0n-
dola and continue Jour sight seeing while still resting. we tolgd the jondoleer
that we wanted to be back at the Hotel Luna the officers hotel, by noony so he
cdjusted his trip to Just the right length to get us there ot that time, ‘We fol
lowed the grand cenal around from the vicinity of St. Marks following its elrs
cuitous course with the gondoleer pointing out various bPalages to us, The can-
al has some 200 Palaces along its course, but one would never realize it with- |
out being told., We saw only & few of these for the gondoleer took us to just
bast the Rialto bridge and then cut thru numerous small canals' tekino us finale
¥y behind the islang contaeining S5t, llarks, passing under the! famous bridge of
sighs, and back out into the large canal, and thence to the hotel, 3

It turned out thut dinner wes not to he served until 1230 so we sat in the
lobby of the hotel shmoosing with = couprle of 2nd Lis, Prom the 88th and 854k
divisions. While we sat there & number of gir corps kids canme in, I say kids .
with bremeditation, for none of them was over 25 years old, and yet not = one
of them was under the renk of & captein, and there were several Lte Col. znd -
full colonels, It £0% 8o that we started lzughing when we would see only the !
air corps insignia on the fellows collar and try to guess hils runk. Ve never
guessed below captain, and still we were almost always at lesst one op two
grades below his ranlk, Really, somegthing should have been done zbout this ter-
rible i discrepancy in rank betwéen the air corps and the other servicess In
the army a man has %o be = compan; commander to have s rank of captain, but it
séems that in the sirp corps all he has o do is fly & plane, Oh well, it's too
late to do anything about it now, but it seems @ sheme thet in the infentry thiy
pPlatoon leader, whoge Job is infinitely more dangerous thzn thet of = pilot (W
mortality of infentry 2nd lieutenznts is notoriously high, and they are seldoﬂgf
in & compeny long enough for us, who are = bit farther back, to get acquaintedis
with them because they are either wounded or killed before they dre in the out-
fit long enough to become well known) end yet they rate only the rank of 2nd Lt/
These are boys with the intelligence to have veen able tc mzke the grade at 003
or to have shown their skxill in combat and warranted & combat bpromotions I can-
not sce what logic can explain this terrible diserepancy in ranik, However, th§t1
has alweys been & sore spot in the other services, 3 d1

Since Venice is in the British secgtor, the hotel was RBeing run by the Brit-
ish, and the meals therefore were not nearly as substantial ss we imericans are
accustomed to,. However, the food wasg excellent and we enjoyed what there was of
it. Following the meal we Joined & tour which was being held by the British il
formation center and had an excellent Inglich speaking guide, There were large 1
numbers of soldiers interested in these tours and the guides would take then
out in groups of 24s, limiténg them to this because of the faet that the tour
ended with & gondola ridey; and since the gondolas could taoke only six men sach
they would be too far apart to hear the guide if there were more than four
gondolase We started off right in the square of Ste Marks, the guide pointing
out the various parts of the cathedral, showing us the famous clock tower which
has a couple of giant broanze figures on its roof which strike the hour againgt
& large bell by piveting on their pedestal. Fointing out the Doges palece =nd

\




B
-5 f

explaining +the verious styles of architecture exhibited init. Pinally he ﬁnok_
us thru the cathedral, W%iqh I have already deseribed. Next he too
Doges palace, which was the home of the ruler of Venice in the da s
ers This was entered thrusa famous doorway called the Porta dells
in the former days notices were posted there, It wag quite orn 1y
number of gtotues representing certain things, Originclly it had been cove

of the gilt in the vicinity, s0 thet it wes difficult to rscognig
The doorway 1sd into =n inner coyrt in which were storeg some ofg
ars which were being replased. I wes qQuite fortunste in = way in &
when I dig because most of the works of art had alrezdy beaﬂt.t;ep a
were still signs all over of the precautions which had been

¢ ous strue-
tures had been brickeg iny but this briek hag been romoved almost-éntitely ex~
cept for a few mounds of it whioh ha2d not yet been finighe We-d went into
the palace itself, which not only aeted as the home for the » n gﬁ‘ 8 but ai,
S50 was the seat of the sovernment, This we entereg via the golden stgircrce,
S0 celled because of +the zilded ceiling, much of whose gilt heg been worn away,
In this palace there ars numerous world famous Paintings - Rape of Zureps. by
Veronese, an original Titdan, HMercury and the three graces by Tintoretﬂa, and
many others, 4 number of eeiling Paintings had not yet bheen replaced, but af-
ter ali enough ig enough, and I didn't mind Parvicularly, The guide next took
us into the Prison part of the balace, which was in the next‘building agross
the canal ang required our bassage thru the bridge of sighs, made fﬁmoun'by
Byron's poem, .Childe Harold", Tt consists of twe narrow Dassageways, one for
the suards on duty and the other for the Prisoners who were brought from the
Drison to the calace to heap their sentences, If the senteace wais death they
were Icilled in the small square between st, Marks and the canal, in front of
the Doges palace, e 48 e — P ——
—-Next we went on the zondola ride, but the cguide did not do any\ talking ..
The zondolger Pointed out sz few of the palaceg along +the Grand cansl and Ie-

™med us to the square just in time to reach there for the eng of | the 3 hour.
Tour,All in all, the tour was well worth the 70 cents it cost. By the time we
finsihed it, we 8311l bad a two hour #ait before supper go Wwe plenn\*d to do a
bit mora walkinge aourngd but ran into g couple of offigers whom we kd ew who
were sitting in the viazza San Marco (3%, Marks square) at one of {thi® mumerons
tables that are S0 popular., We enddg up sitting there With them for A ome time

ving & few drinks sng then decided that we would go to the top of 18 bell
tower in the Square {o look over the city, Thig tower collapsed in 1902 and wasg
reuilt by Publie Conseription, One reaches the top by elevator, whichi \probabs
1y explains why we went up there, for I ap Ssure that I woulgd not have-%ﬁlkeqqit.
It gives & beautiful vieyw of the city, and one realizes how laXge a city it s
from this point of Vantage, The Smeller canz]g cannot be seen fiyrom here, b@{ng
overshadowed by the tall buildings (most of them at least foyur gtories), T
had learned from the guides that the first floors of the buildinag thruout the
City were not Otcupied bacauge they were too demp, The waters of Yhe lagoong
and the large canals was g beautifyl deep blue, very similar to thwt which one
commonly sees op Posteards of various water views, The scene out toward the
Lido is so beavtifyl that it ig the fipgt time that T have seen g view that-ig
preftier than the Pleture bosteards of it show it to be. \ B,

, - next had supper st the hotel, and it turneq Out to be .steak and\ french
fries, but the steak was ragzop thin and not large enough +o cover more\ than
The palm Of one's hang, We ordereg Seconds, as we hag been accustomed Lo doing
at the Ameriecan run hotel in Florence, but the Britigh don't. give secohds se
we boug@t another ticket ang had secong helpings, Tn fact we had seconds of
the entire meal, so that we weren't hungry when We 2rose, altho we weren't
ove;stuffed. The mea] Was accompaniegd by beautiful musie furnishegd by ex native
orchestra gng a couple 0f ' s0loists that Bang Operatic arisg, By the time we fin
ished there we had to'rush 10 get back to our place where thé trucks were io
§$§§1g§é ﬁ:dhig a dev1; of o timf finding gondols to take us there beeauge

in gl we had a 3 eni ¥ . and T alla -

¢0 T dontt believe wnos®2St, enjoyable dav ana



