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¢ood moyning, darling: & 4% dune 1945 Monday 0910 -
well, I'm still in the willa at Belluno, aath@ngh with all the ehanges

that are occurring I have me idea how long I will be here. It seems almoot
superfluous to talk about the ordinsry ogcurrences of everyday life here when
Things of importence apre begimning to happen, But since I still want you #o

relive with me the incidents of each one of my days .

ual manner, ' ‘

Saturdey was an extremely hot day but sinee it doesn't beging to get good
gnd hot until about 11 Am£§§d°°°15 off pretty guiekly

shall continue in the wus:

frafter the sun goes down
at about 8 PN, we really hgve no compleint to make, We received an order that
everyone must take calisthénics and drill,. with Speecial emphasis on the men in
the motor pool, a faet whieh has géven the other men in the company no end of
enjoyments. There has always been & bit of conflieh between the motor pool end
motor pool did not

-most of the rest of the company because the boys of the
since they claimed that they had to

have to attend clesses in the morning,

work on their vehicles. Actually they could get all of their work done in one

hour if they went at it with any degree of effieieney, but since thei would

not suit their purpose of gettins out of closses they drag out their werk so .
least. They would like me to believe

that it lasts ell morning at the vexry ‘
't consider that and make them enter into

that it is en all day Jjob, but I won
the company activivies in the afternoon. Well, %this i8 the first time that the -
motvor pool has had Yo do any exercise of any sort since lorth Arica, where I
made them enter into some of the physical exereise that we did to condition our
selves for. the mountain fighting that faced us in Italys The most amusing part

of all is that I had Kelly, our supply serg ant, out for it too, He hasn't done
any exercising since we were in the desert, slways finding sonething %o do %o
excuge him from it. The company is getting a big kiek out of his having to.be
out there with them, and we are all curiously awaiting the meneuvers that he _
will try to get out of its Already this morning he wasg & bit late for the cal-
-Asthenics becguse he wao!looking throush the building o pake sure that all of
The men were out for calisthemies, and he got out of drill in some way, Hewever
1 shell see to it that he partakes, if for no obther reason than to givethe men
a laugh and thus keep their morele up, for soodness knows llhak.ihey need some-
thing to help them in these S iadn d ey : :

I spent the mamdi—e—gel THE USUal manner, writins your letter and then read-

ine,—tors time & detectiVe story, an

. an Eg;li:h‘one to boot, These nglish detect=
ive stories never have ef much action,in them as do the .\merican ones, but they
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do help-to while awey the hours. We'were 4o have a division track meet in the

afternoon, &nd one of our men ente?eﬁ his name for it. Our division invariably
serews up on these evenis, never giving sufficient

; | A warning for any pre aration
We received notice of the Smpelding track meet the dey ber . :

: ore it was to be he

which is no® nearly lgﬂ%_:ﬁMgh fo; en to prepare themselves Tfor it. The samid

type of thing huppe&gu Wit the athletic schedule for fhe division, tournaments
or rather leagues s,arting gfore any of the outfits had tine enough %o -find
out who their bes? menﬂne?exn Various spor?s, and as & result meny of the

. teams were makeshift a:falrg Bgcausg of this all lemgues have been cancelled

B g couplE.Of weeks in‘0$:r for them to better organize themselves, Another
SL e in his cance;lathqrﬁy pe{tge:chan;eg which ere expected to take place
in the near future, SomethlﬂéWhICA.L shell diseuss later in the letter, =~

In the afternoon there Wesy choice of

going do the traek meet or to th
: Bl of g g t K mee 5] &
jeke to go swimming, and I 18 the choiece up to Leip, for Iweas willing to0 go

to either plaece. ge prefgrrei%g track meet so I took the men swinmming, It
seens that there is & %Plve gt to teach 21l of the men +o YEdY swim, this
being an achievement 0f PQTa?lt importance to men engered in landins operate
ions, The proup I took out 3‘w£9w how %o swim, ‘6 $hat I did not heve 1o
worry about them at all$ an hgpb%? to spend my time in messing eround in the
woter and sunning myself on S ¢ the day beins mueh hotter and less windy
than the last time that I was 8y, lalke, :

, swimaing was especially pleasant,
I wes smused at our dOE_K?kQ' ﬁ?mﬁ'remember-that I told you about our last
trip to the leke and how We G8IX wolko out inte

iy ) the water and bathed him and ™
tren let him swim ashore. This ﬁ;he didn't get within 50 yards of that water
and no one could entice him any I, “wo .. meking shire that he wasn't Fopee
into it again. :



: - - ! s
On my return to the company I learned that Atkins, the only man we had en-
tered in the meet, had won third place in the high jump. Actually the first
three contenderas had tied, &t 5 fest 5 inches, but one of the lieutenants had
mads the jump in a jump off, and the other had had less misses than colonel in
the earlisr stages of the eontest, so Colonel was awarded third plece. This was
guite en honor in that the other two lieutenants had known far enough in advance
to train a bit for it, while Atkins hed gone out there without any training at
all, and jumped just as well as they had. Then teo, atkins has no more than high
sehool training while both of jthe offieers are college men.The boys are threat-
ening to call Atkins, whose nickname ig Colonel, General in honor of his good
jumping., The medical battaelion had one other man entered in the meet, a boy
namned Bartel, from D Co, and he won the three mile run after a very heady race.
So we pleced with each of the two men in the meet, iriece had refused to ente
the meet, a2ltho he has repeatedly thrown the shot P¥f more than four. feet father
then the winning distance of 37 feet. I also learned that we had & volleyball
game while I was gone, one of the teams which had failed to show up for its gzme
showed up while I was away swimming, a&nd altho our entire volleyball team was
not present, the boys played them anyway. Price and KB Smith, two of our better
players weren't present, but nevertheless we licked them 21~é, 21-9. That sug-
geste that with our regular team we would have trounced them much worse. Thus we
have completed our entire schedule without the loss of a single game and with
the closest score to us 'being a 15~7 vietory, The teams we have played have aves
raged only between 3 and 4 points per geme, which suggests what a & trong team
we have in the compeny. We huve met come execellent teams but none of them has
been 2ble to come closer than within 8 points of us in any gane. ;

In the evening I attended the movie at the 337th teater, seeing The Thin Man
Comes Home, not bad~ a typieal thin men picture with both Wm. Powell and Nyrna
Loy beginning o lg neir aces. lhoe batinlion affieare yere Luving o dence in
“he evoaing, but L decided that I didn't care to go, 8nd 11 Tuimen out thet I
/a5 one of the verg few officers that did not attend its However, I haven't cver
enjoyed myself particularly &t a battalion de:r_xce, end I could see no zood resson
for going to it. I believe that the eqlgne} dién't 1liMe my absence, but afier .
all if I don't enjoy myself there, and it is merely & matier of watching the same
group of officers going thru the same sTages o;.gettlng drunk until they have to
be t aken home, singing the same songsjgnd cracking the same Jokes, Lveryone seenms
to have enjoyed himself, however. The dence was arrangd by lenzi, who supplied
both the hell and the girls. He tells the story of hismanecuvers to get ghe girls
most amusingly. He stopped at the WP headguarters to lLarn if the MPs knew of any
place where he might get & group of girls to come to Ue dance. It secems that
they referred him to & store whieh is a hangout for th girls of the torn, There
he saw the proprietess who informed him ¥thet There wasa girls' c¢lub in town.
From her he learned the name of the president of the Cub and wen¥ to the place
where she works. He had never met this girl before buthe decided to pull = fast
one., Vhen itamken to her officef he rushed up to her andgushed? "Why Misg e
it's such a pleasure to meet you again.” She was puzzfd and inguired where they
h=d tiet before, and he told her that they had been ineduced by the AMC offic-
igl.She apparently must have met some nmeric§nnﬂaptaﬁin that way because she
replied, "Why, yes, Captain, I remember 0o _“e}l, I{was able to get her to
promise that she would have about 25 girls for tihe pei¥, and she was as good as
her word. I understand thpt they were very atitreetivedlrls, too, - : _

seturday evenlmg, Teg returned to.ﬁhe company Lfromis Updergtudying of Far-
rei), bringing with him @ note that there was a commders meeting on Sunday end
following that o meeting of &ll of the officers of Flbatialion. Obviously some
thing ves up, and I tried to worm i% out oI him but ]wouldﬁ't say anything a-
bout 1te Finally he decided that he mighi as \’fel?; te me. It seems thet the
vattelion was going to zet 12 mew officers and 126 eigtea men from ancther
outf.t. These were supposed to be low POiil‘t men and were 1o send our high
point men to the other outfit 0 replace The men we *eived. Since the other
outfit was the oldest one in this theater, it suggesl that those men who
lucky enough to be sent to it would Wery iikely go I in s hurry and pe dfere
charged from the army. Sinece I rank wbout third hight, or even ge s

the medieal officers of the battalion, I had visiond leaving‘thecgggéaggogﬁd.

£




going to this nther outfit., Beldeve me I was en excited fellow.for_the rest of
-Seturday and also Sundeyy until the meebing wags heiég_}ou ¢an imagine the variou
ous visions that I had, @f-yagjg'g'hur"iedly, Joining up with the new outfit,
wondering if T would geot ¥ Other compiny or'jusﬂﬁ%é 2nother medical officer,
(I wouldn't eare which it might be, just so''it meant eomins home sooner), the
trip home, and from ther~~:ﬁg;aﬁ§et, only one'simoagim@ition is the limit, ]
really was an excited fellow from then on. In faet, thet is one of the r edgons
that I didn't write you & i daye"l-decided to wait in the
moraing until we had held Phe meeting, so that £ 8euld tell you more' of whit w
| Was in the 2ir, and then found that by the time T go% back to the compeny and
Tingghed the book which I had gotten pretty wellladong in, that I didn't have
the - time if I was going to affend the farewell PEPTY TOr a couple of the off-
icers, iell, let me tell:the story chronologicallye o
We held our mcetins ah 1300 ®ad the colonel todd us that we were receiving -
' 12 offieers and 126 enlisted men Ifrom this outfit which I mentioned, but these
men were high point, rather tham low point nen. One third of +the outfit in
‘question was beiny shipped out &t one tinme, suggesting that it was being consid -
ered an excess division, end being broken up. Ve could expect to.lose a like
number of officers end men. PHig situation was oceurring over the e fire divis—
ion, Well, that put a different complexion on things, It meant that we Were gow- -
ing to lose 12 officers from the medical battalion, We dicn't know how many of
these would be MOs and how meny MACs and we didn't know what ranks would be
Clost, It thus was rretty obvious that anybody could be sent out, About the safw
egt of fthe group were Kivdy, myself, and Leip, at least for the time being, The
- bettalion had already received one officer with 124 pedmts who had come %o us
- to replace one of the Joung officers thut had been sent %0 his outfit, armstoong
- was alredady gone; as I told Jou, having goune to & station hospital., Pollard wes
- up at one of our field argillery units, replacing Straus who had been shipped
%0 & different outiit. A mildieh had aglas hae Relo another one of our
i R 4 Lery outfits tonmepléce another « OUIE COBSIE T I teem e dened o
We also learned that Tobin and Rurnberg were being s Ped out the next A8y . one
to a quartermaster outfit and the other to an engine,3:outfit._¢lso that Lt
Roginsky was being shipped out to & separate meglc&ltbattaligg (that sounds
like a good. job). Well, needless to say thl;ulﬁ¢t‘Pl¢wmﬁfof discussion, Renzi,
 Bunde, end Zeman sre now the low officers with eli tle - Dumber of points,
' Thus the axe hangs over our heads and there is & Teeling of tense insecurity
in the air for'all of us. This news 3ssull supposed ® be kept from the men for
& short time, at least until all of"the replacements ome in, but.the news
leaked out, as it always seems te"do, and all thg men heve Eeen 81itting aroungd
and figuring out whet their ehafiees are for renaining 4th the outfit, Actually
‘Do one: ean tell them, for it may be a matiter of replﬁing Job Tor Job, rather
than lowest men, and ag a result it may be thgt a fe@pw.wltn & pretiy high rels
ative point score in the company may leave while gneilth & low point total m;
remain, Well, we all conjevbtured on the mezning of B tremsndoys influx of new
men. The general conclusion seemed to be one of complte uncertainty, It sug—
gested that we would be = surplus division when we r&urngd o the states, and
would be broken up over there and placed in other unts, ihe biz gquestion We s
i .‘-;héthef'any one of us would be left with the Sgth togo IPE-C."{ to.the g tates with
it. That is something that no one can answers It waslecided that frop now on
we had better have a get together at the club every fening to-make sure .that
-We got a last goodbye to anyone that-might.have rec@?d ordcga.durin; the day,
S0 & party wes arranged for yesterdayrevenlngﬁut th@iub._ﬂh:ortunately it "hap.
pened that we received our whiskey ration vesterday 00, ‘As o Tesult, the offm
icers from A company were drunk when they arrlved! @ when I s&y drunk, I mean
REALLY drunk, Here we were losing thrke officers inke day and jall of them from
4 company,. Nurnberger was funny &s he| could be3.talﬁg eonstantly a2t the top of
his voice, being excessively friendlyy etc. Tobin, : the other'hand, WE3 pug-~
(Bacious in attitude, looking for a £ight. until he ¢Pletely pPassed out and had
b0 be put to bed at the olub. Runde whs his usual diken Self, with the .hommd b mm—
1y zlazed look in his eyes.that he always seems tokt, and his utter failure
t0 open his mouth. Hogineky ‘had just treturned fromss to Stresa, ang had re-
ceived the shocking news of Qis transfer quietly aﬁmithout gettin
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it. It became Iliscu's job e see that the officers got home without causing
too much comment on their behavior, so he had arqoupfe of jeeps come down from
his company and take them home one &t a time. Pobin was still out cold &% the
tine that I left. I imagine that they had to get an ambulance to take him. bagk.
I don't imagine that eny eof them will remember his farewell party. .

' It was unfortunate for Tag that on this of all mights he had teo get some bad
news from home. He reckww d./a letter from his sisber sayins that his dad has a
carcinome of the bladder with metastases to the lungs. He hes already lost nore
than 60 pounds and is in almost constant pain. Tag is trging to arrenge for an
emergency furlough home, since he has two brothers in the Pacifie that won't be
able to get home in time, I imagine that he will get it, which may be = break
Lor him in that it might keep him from beingz shifted to an outfit which is T0-
ing directly to the Pacirie. '

I was amused at a feeling of slight resentment, or more likely of envy, that
Tobin and Nurnberger expressed toward our company. It seems thet we have more
men, or rather officers with high points than have any of the other companies.
John end Cer had already gotten home, while none of the other oumpanies had gote
ten to send any of their officers home, and Vince, Leip, end I were £11 rele-
tively high point men. As a result we look pretty safe, here in company C, altho
I imegine that I shall lose some of my officers to the other compenies in the
battalion if we don't hurry up and get these new officers. Hoviever, 1 believe
that they will be here in & day or two. ‘ - 3 :

testerday I informed Abbatiello that he should get his things ready for he
is to leave us to go home for discherge on the 12th, There is one really happy
boy. So far my compeny has lost enly one men by transfer, Sheehy, which is a2
pretty fortunate thing in that the battelion hes lost quite = few, but none of
them had to come from my company. The business of pullinz out these vErious men
is going to digrupt the ] HEenins of tha boddadian wapy mych hecouse many of
our key men will be taken and it may be that we will have no Ircimcd men to re-
place them. Well, things will gradually straighten themselves out, as they al-
ways do in the araye - el :

de had gquite an interegting thing occur in the bettalion yesterday. It seems
that a number of medics from the 103rd infentrg of the Tth Army stopped down to
see us. They had originelly been with the battalion Bat had been sent to the
103rd when it was being formed, and ccted as the original cadre. Some reporter
passed up an excellent story of the juncure of the Eﬂ? and 7th armies at the
Brenner pass, becuase it was made between men of the 103rd and those of the 854k
(339th to be exmct), newspaper -sitories notwithstanginp It would have made an .
excellent tale to explain that we were the "mother" o' the 103rd in that we had
furnished the original cadre. I imagine that some.ofjhe men that met up there
had been buddies back at Shelby, What & story an incilent like that would have
made, : s f o ’

Well, I finished another story yesterday, Image ofJosephine, by Booth Tark-
ington. It isn't a bad story, but onme cen find much Biter ones to spend his -
limited time on. I have started Captein gf Castile ad it is extremely enter-
taining, being very much like & Raphazel Sabatind sto¥, :

That's all for the time being, sweets.
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I'1l let yo1kn0w.what £0es on,
L OV& ) {
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