From Wal% to Ros, June 16th, 1948,

Well, things are beginning to bresk, I'm pretty happy about the wey it ig
working out for me because it looks as tho I shall come home, possible fop
good, when I finelly do get Shere. Here is the eituation as far as T am able
ko gauge i%, Ve ore regeiving numerous medlcsl officers and MACs snd €N
listed men into the battalion., All of these menk and officers have over 85
poinge. We are going %o send out all officers with less than 85 points and
all enlisted men with less than 70 pointe, Thie takes in practically the
entire battalion. but let me get more organized in ny tale, ‘

I had mentioned %o you $hat Tag knew something but wouldn't tell it %o ug, Yell
yesterday the colonel came up with 3 men, all from the 10th mountain divisioen,
and turned themover to me, I asked him whether he had fny more newe and he esid
"plenty." I learned that we had been requested give up 16 medical officers,

15 HACs and almost 400 enlisted men, This is impossible becsuse we don't have
~enough in any category to fill the request, The men are to go to the 34th dive
lslon end will probably get home before our division does, The ab@ry ie going
sround tnat when we do finally get home we will be completely disbanded, OF
course, I have nothing offieial on that but the Pmet that we are getiing 211
high point% men, that is, men with wore than 856 pointe, atrongly suggests the
truth of this rumor, Th‘ situation ie so turhulent at the nresent time thet I
am not even allowed to give one day passes to Veniae to men wisth leee than 70
pointe, That is UK with me as well zs with the men, for all the men who were
interested in seeing the city have already done so and don't vant %o go baek

& second timae, As far as officers are concerned, wmy company will X

be the lears affected by the changes in atore, Tag ie¢ the only one who will
leave since he has only 80 points, I belleve that Le resents the Tast that I
didn's put him in for a bronze star but after sll ke ald nothing outstanding

e merit suoh a recommendasion,

1% is expected that Johnnle Newsoek will go as 83, Tag ac )., Roy as an MAQ

in a colleoting coupsny, Thet's all from the hegdguartera group, I anm amused
that Roy 1is going to a collecting company for he will certeinly be of no nuse
to them at all, D Jo, will lose Ual, Cona, Hersliek and "ollard who sre teme
porarily working with one of the field artiliery units, and Brady, AA" company
will Jose ite 2 remaining officers, junde and Iiiseu. B company will lose
Renzl, Zeman, Hendricks, Basanese, leaving them with only iMiller. You can
imagine what this will do to our medleal battalion, There won't be anything
left of it, e

Of cource, we are gmettlng other officers to £ill in therse vaeanclies, but 1%
won't he the seme place. We'lre not losing any officer of field grade so that
mesns that, at leass, for the time being, iuncan, Jones and the colonel will
remain with us, The colonel is the only one of Ehis group with more than 85
points, so that 1t is very poseible thst we might leose the otthere, Needless

%o say everyone is upset by the change of events, even tho they ware emnected,

I imagine that sll of the medical officers were ﬁoping againet hope for s chance
to get %o the States with the division and then %o g0 %o the Paclfic, Then there
is the conatant worry that they might be sent to a battalion sid station once
they get into their new division and believe me that would be gonathing to **
lover mopale, - : <y

Last night I decided to go to Bhe officers club %o aee the various fellows and
see what thelr reasctions were %o the news snd %o try %o find out Af %here was
any more definite news about thinge, It seems that the above news 14 definite
enough, Al %eman thinks that I am a ocinch %o get out of the army when we do

finally hit the States. I wish that I felt as confident ss he does. OF course
if they should continue to count pointe I should have 101 pointas at that time,

rather than gthe 93 points which I now have, 1% certainly wollld be a nice birth
day present %o be ushersd out of the army on my birthday. Well, that is comee

thing that I shall have %o walt to see for I am not going %o build up my
hopes on that score,
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Jotting of our infun - nent as ringlesder that would gtart out in the
aoraning and continue =l ri the dey. On vednesday ane of them hed gotten
the erasy ides of Arinking beer out of flower Ca, and they each trisd to
outdo the other ome in the size of flowarpot ek $hey could find. They fin-
ally found & Tlower pot thet was fouw feet tall, bub found that this was too
hard to handle, so they w around the five gallom one which was next in
size. Well, on Thursday flower pots were old sBulf and they looked for somow
thiag oraszier thenm thet %o drink from. They fi found 1t. “omeone brought
dowa & portable douchebowl From his room and that ane the comaunity drink-
- dag bowl. Heve you ever druhk out of a portable douche bowl? Hoy I guess you
have never sgven seen ome of the double Kidneyeshapsd contruptions. Well, I

have., “hen that jeng walked sround the hotel , 0 get you to drink from .
one of their cramy contuiners, it wes fur slupler %o do it ithan to have them
follow you all over the hotel garrying the bowl and shouting in unison st ithe
tops of their volees, "Ceme on} .w, come on” until you finally pive in. of
¢ourse, the portable douche bowl wus only the commundty drinking bowl. Iseh
of the members of the drinking erew had hisz owm 1ittle chamber pot from whicn
he clao drank. Heedless to say thesebad bLeen th ¥ eleaned by the waiters
before they were used for drisiing purposes rather for the purposes for
wileh they were intended, ; .

I hed an amusing expevience st Supper. As I told you, I hod Hissed the noon
meal in Hilan, and I wad almply starved. ell, Supper wasn't & very big meal
Qusisting of a few potatoes, some thin slices of v beel, and & leafy vege
etable, plus ice oresm for dessert and soup for an opening dish. Then I
asied the walter for o second helpling, ss did seversl of the other officers at
my table, we were refused, the wuitor saying that they did not have enough to
give seconds,. vell, that was the first time I had ever beon refusaed. segonds dn.

a Jth iray rest hotel, lowey » I had learasd the solution of thet when * a8
Gaten w§ the Dritish hotel Luna in Venice, TLoy mever give seconds snd the onl)
By Fou san get thew is ng & second d Vigket. I explained to the

waiter just what I wes 20 to do, so thet there would be no suspiseion that
I bad welked out and then merely walked bagk in ageinm. It wes OE with him,
sinee I explained that.if I hed brought in & girl with me ss & snuest, they woulé
hove had to feed her, snd I was being my om guest and treating mye to &
meale The head weiter like to died laughing about the incideat, but he did not
suggest that there was any other rapedy, #0 out I went and bousht = tigket.
They reslly gave me awell service. on & second meal and I did it complet Jug-

Yice, itoo. ;

.-;i'm supper I wrote your dadly letter, stopping only when I hesrd the masie
dmtﬁ the staxrt of the outdeor movie. I saw "Beatiny” a movie with Gloria
Jdean aome male whoze name I hove Torgotten. The ides behind the ploture
was exeellent cad it wosn't badly played, but if they had <taken full s@vontage
of thet idea they micht heve had snother "Hirscle Men" movies I wonder if you
resenber that pieture with lLon Chaney taking the part of one of the eripples.
it Teally 1§ an old timers 4% eny rote this Ploture was only sood instesd of

eing BupeIrd. _ . :

i dpent the rest of the evening pecking, for I iatenfded leaving early frie
day morninz sand going ~11 the . down %o the comst at Jen lemo. ‘eld, Friday
morning I hed signed out of the tel and was on my way by 9315, being held up
B Bit by a long walting line at the zes stetion for many other officers were
also leeving and they =11 had lon trips o make %o get back to theirw outfits.
‘e headed south to the vielnity o Tovara and them took the sutostrats to Turin,.
[ had slresdy seen Turin, which I liked much better then Milan. It ie nmors up
bo date, beins very much like R imeriesn oity. Its ehopping dictriet ig B
1eat and atiraetive ag eny shopping distriet in the gtates. The main sheopping
séreety Vis domn, iz lined for ‘meny blocks with high columns of marble, about
' ¥0 3 stories tell, with the stores set back from the street, the entire side
wlk being protected from the slements by outenssone of the buildings sll the
&y out to the strest, It rexlly mekes = beaubifal cool walking plece in any
ind of weether. ve didn't tarry in Turin, but contimued right on down %o (Jsre

&y where the 109th battlion hesdguarters was loseted, Tag and Johnuie :

m&y WEEE BT THEPE. Mhan FTEhe Gl dias ool T TR SRS .
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uite mn enjoyedle time where they are. ioy Sarier hea been shifted out of

he outfit, heving been seat $0 & sevarste clearing station. They ssem to be
getting ria of mo=t of their MAGs sven tho they themeelves sre short. It is
really hard to figuve out this business of raifglﬂaanu « I bolieve that 1
telﬁtgau thot the 34th division hed #plit up o1l of the men thal they veceived
in order to break up clicques, &nd as & resuld Ei;eauynny of 60 men that I
sent them are spread sll thwu the medicel batia de Thisz has resulted in
g dlevroportion of unon-coms im the various companies snd they are haviag &
- devil of & time getting 1% : toned out. 4dd on to that the fuet that.
the battzlion hesd narters y thru Johmaie, is transferring all the zood
athletes up to headquarters ao that they csn win the various athlelic cone
tests of the battalion, and you esn et some ides of the coanfusion that is
‘going on at the present time, However it should straighten out «lter snother
week or two. I had dinner with them st battelion and then jot directions fox
my trip down %o see lunde., I wanted to wsee my hggz dowm there, but the mein
reason 1 picked his compszny refher thon one of the aaugnaies aearer way e
eause he waes nesp the French border and it was very likely thet I ocould go
ianto France im one of his smbulsnces without having te do any explaining as
to what I wes doiny there. At any rate, they showed me how to get down 0 Jan
Lemo, where iunde was located, but before I srrived there I resclizved that
they had never been down there before over that voad, nor hed they even in-
quired =& to which road that hunde was using, I headed south %o ‘uneo, making
excellent time, but south of Uuneo there wes a detour where both ends of &
tunnel hed been blowa closed by the Uermans. As & result I had to take a de-
. tour of st least 20 miles going up one side of & mountin to its very Tip by
meking et least 100 haeir pin turne on my WAy up, only to find that going down
the other side wes oven worse, 1 was somewhat surprised %o fiad that this
road wes mmerded by freuch Ueleniel treovs, Yut thonght acilhing much sbout it
figuring thet they should normally have been in that vicinity since it was
elose to the Freach border. Omn the wey dovn mome of the hairpin durns were so
AELA/ K/ bELF sherp that the jeep had to back wp o make them without going
over the edge. AL the very top of the mountuim the Jerries hnd & fort which
was beautifully camou’leged from the air but could be seen eruily from belowe
‘het mountainside wes simply covered with pillboxes and I would have hated
like the deuce to have hed to stteck that sves for the Jerries could see ev-
ery move made by enyone for miles avopnt. hen we finslly got dowm te the
bottom of the mountain snd were sgéin on the maim highway I ran scross &
French officer thet wented & 1ift. ell, nothing is too good for our sllies
a0 I took him slong. I%s & good thing I did Yoo, for without reslising it I
hended right into resce without heving & bit of troubls. I was gtopped at
the town of Merlo by & roud block composed of Loth “repch sand lmerigon troops.
1 ezplained to the  merigsns where I was heading and they swid thet it was UK.
However, they didn't tell me that France was on the other side of the road:
block, so I entered Frange without reslizing it. There had obviously been some
pretiy severe fighting ia this vicinity for not & village was left, all of
them heving become ghost towns. 4% the towm of Preil & bridge had besn knock-
ed out zad had not yet been fixed so wé had 4o backtrack snd reully go up ia-
to the mountsins betwsen Franmve snd Italy, sotually mountins in Irunce. Iy
french officer, with whom I could converae o by single words, wanted Vo go
to NMice, but I had intended goiag %o Nenton, which ves slao in Traace, but |
then T decided that 1'd still have o do wome exglaining vhea I erossed the
border inte Itely so I decided that I might s well go to Fige while I was ai
i%. Jo we headed up imte the mountsins %o the town of Sospello sad thean Look
the vosd down to Nice. I was @isappointed in thet Frunce, in this scctor, is
a0t as pretiy as is Italy, mer do the villages look as nice. Hice turned out
to be & resort town on the Mediterranesn right at the foot of the mountalag.
‘hen you get out of the mountains you are in Niee. It conalsis of 2 tremeond=
ous number of hotels right et the water front and 0ls ave =1l over the place.
%e drove up snd down the water fromt for & bit and then decided thet since
it was getting pretty lete and we still had the border o pross that we had
betier head over to 'mnde's pluce. o do this we had o avolid Honaco, the 14t-



; g
tle kingdom femous for Monte Carl@ snd its gembling casino. I had read that
it was off limits end I didn't went to run into eny [iPs who might went an exX-
planation 2s to what Iwas doing in France. ‘e therefore took the road that
ran high in the mountains along the coast. Here we could see all of the surr-
ounding coast cities, imcluding lionte Carlo, znd it really wes = pretiy pight.
Ve did run into & couple of IPs but they weren't interested asz to why we were
in Frence, they were merely making sure that we did not teke a gide romd into
lionace. There had obviously been considerable fighting in these coast towns,
apparently much of the shelling having come from the seas. Pill boxes and harb-
ed wire lined +the entire dogetal arsa. Finally we came to the border, justy
beyond the French city of Mentom, and before the Italian city of Ventimiglia.
There Iwas stopped by a soldier from the 34th division who took my vehicle
number and then let me pass on. I imagine that I may hear about my trip from
the Gemeral, one of these days, but thet can't be helped. I imagine thet the
worst he will do is to finme me a few dollars. Then it may be that the 34th
will not send down this informetion to the §5th at all. At any rate, I am
not going to worry ebout it at all. 1 continued on over until I hit Zan Hemo
arriving there at 8 Fil. Runde's company was ocecupying three houses practical-~
1y on the sea shore, All of them were quite nice, but the one in which the gF
officers were living was really a beautiful home. 1% hed sun porches all over
the place, had & beautiful bathroom on The gecond floor, as modern as those
we heve in the states, and a shower in the bagement, of which I availed my~
self before the evening was over. As 1 drove up some of the old boys from my
compary saw me or bthe mezin highway end called to me but I didn't hear them.
They came arunning whem I drove into the srea. They all were guite happy to
see me, as I was to see them, They are most unhappy, partly becanse the entim
group was split up, but more s0 because lunde seemed to be tdcing care of the
men from compeny 4, cnd Basanese of those from company B3, but they had no of-
ficer to 1lok out for their bemefit. is 2 resull they felt thet they would
have no chence o get any retings snd would Zull 51l of the poor detzils in
the company. They reslly hate Besanese, who ls very strict with them (Renzi's
compeny always was exiremely strict with its men ). However, Teg had told me
when I wes with him, that he was seeing thet some of my men got promotions, .
telling me that he was shifting them from one company to another where vecan-
cies existed for promotionm. Ed Ferris is to be ashifted to Co L, where he will
probably get the 1lal sergeancy, Ohrictensen is glready an acting mess sgh,
Willie Kolarik is im foxr a T/3 and Hugo Simile for a /4, while Bitzberger is
to zet o 9/Sgtey. Huge simile wad o most unhappy mam &wWay from his friend
#illie and got word to Tag to please shift him with Willie, so Tag is seeing
to that, too. Apparently, most of the men are unheppy in their new set up.
They hed hesrd how easy the 34th was us far as diseipline is concerned, but
their genersl has turned over a new leaf with The new group of men and now
- $hey are having more chicken S--- than we ever did. I fell sorry es the devil
for the boys but there ian't & thing that I can do about it other than let
fag know the situation, and I intend to do that. Afber going sround and kid-
ding with the boys for sbout & hall hour or so I went up to Dlunde's villa.
T must tell you sboubt their bath tub because T 1ike it and may have one sim-
iler to it put in sopedey to replace our old one. It is sunken in the floor
with a shillow stepup imto it from the bBlack tile £1oor of the bathroom. The
outside of the tub is black tile, the inside the usual white. At the wall
end of the tub there is zm offshoot where 508D, ete, cen be kept, and at the
%op of this offshoot FHE/Ldpd/f are = couple of fluorescent lights hidden
from view, and it is these which give the room a delizhtTul soft glow. The
remaining 1ight comes from a couple of fluorescent lamps over the washbowl.
211 in a1l it is a most attractive bathroom.

I speat ithe eveaning talking with funde, learning that they teke thelir pa-
tieats 0 & mospital in Nice, if the patients are Too gick for them to keep
them et their own building in San Zemo. If such a patient has t0 be seat o
the states, Runde has to go back Yo Tice, pick them up and take Them o Genos
‘because the hoapitel in Nice is in one army aand 1% would confuse the paper
work %o send X4éd = paitent form one army home from & hospital in another
army, Thet sounds = bit silly end it is when you consider that the trip o

—
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Genoa takes 7 hours if they patient is very sick or in = cast. Runde has four
officers in his copgpany, Follard, of our clesring eompany, Basanese of Ca B,
and e foreign born refugee from Austria who is guite alinguis?. lie has had an
interesting army history. First of all he wes borm and lived in Austria where
he got two of his four years of medicsl school training. He then went to the
University of Pise where he finmished school. He practised in Piss for a while
but moved on when the faseists made things tough for him. He AMdE next went
to Argentina and finally to /the states. After applying for citizenship hé was
told that he would have to Iive in the states for a certain lengilith of +time
but in the meantime he was drafted into the army as a private. He was sent to
a general hospital unit where they learned that he wes & doctor and raised
his rank to master sergeant ocud had him take sick eall while the other offic-
ers ram around to their heart's desire. Since he could not become an officer
until he got his citizenship papers he had to be an enlisted man for two years
and now ig a first lieutenant. He is well thought of by Hunde and Follsrd and
is quite an ambiitious fellow, working all the time. He speaks Inglish well,
but with a definite accent, and also speaks,French, Italian, Austiian, Spanish
‘and German. ' '

I stayed up until midnite batting the breeze with Runde and Pollard zand
then decided that I had better get some rest for I had a trip of more than 400
miles for the morrows I forgot to mention that they have given Capt. Holley
of the 337th charge of their company A, and he has Van as one of hig officers.
Rudolph is one of the other collecting companies. I imagine he is quite happy
at being shifted ferther back, but I'm not sure about how Ven feclg on the
subjects I know he liked to be his owa boss, but then he wasn't so enthusias-
tic about it after walking 25 miles & day for several days in the push thru
the Po valley.

lesterday we got an early stert =nd were on our way by © All. Ve followed
the road along the coast snd it was amazing to see the number of refugges on
the move both east and west. e aren't permitted to pick them up unless their
basses are im order, and rather than be bothered by MPs zall along the way I
decided that I would pick up some GIs instead. I picked up a couple of them
a2t Imperio and learned that they were going to Milam, so I was reslly sble &o
give them a good long ride. The road along the sea shore was excellent except
for o few by-passes where bridges had been blown out, so that despite the
winding of the road as it followed” the sea shore we were still able to make
excellent time. We passed thru Alassio, which is the Itelian Riveera and whick
has been taken over by the 5%th army for an enlisted man's rest center. T4 is
quite a nice city, but the beach consists of stone rather than sand. I'm sure
that I wouldn't care very much for that. In faet both the French and Italian
Rivera don't compare with either Floriézs or Cslifornis = resort areasg. I
really see no great advantage in leaving the states to come over to furope
for any sightseeing, for we ean match anything they have over here, and bet-
ter most of it. -

I had been told that it would take me four hours to get to Genoa and anoth-
er four hours to get to Milan, so thet .-I had figured that I would have to
rush like the devil to get back to the company by midnite, but I was in Genos
in 3 hours. It is the big seaport-city of Italy, and quite a cify it is, toe.

I didn't waste any time there, merely driving thru on my way north, and ee-
ing what I could from the jeep. Ve kept right on to Milan, which took us on-

. 1y 2% more hours, so that we were well shead of our schedule and I had

no doubts but that we would get back in time. Hext we headed for Brescia
then Verona. The highway was jampacked in this vieinity by all tyves
of vehicles as well as refugees. For pome r eason or other there were
more refugees on the roed than I had ever seen at one time before. It
1s a pitiful sight to see these folk trudging along the roadside car-
rying heavy suitcases, begging each vehicle that pagses for = ride, and
_ then trudging on when they were refused. Praetically all of them are
women, meny of them with babes in arms. The people of Ameriezpd have no
idea how fortunszte they have been in not being displaced from their
homes, or having their homes blasted to bits in this war. That is the






