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Alex 

Dear Grandma, 

Three qualities that I admire about you and that I feel you have passed down to me 
include:  

1.     A positive outlook.  We spent a lot of days together as I was growing up including 
many trips. It was fun to go around with you because you would start conversations with 
anybody and everybody and ask about their families or their day. You explored everyday 
and created moments of energy through your encounters.  You were often able to look on 
the bright side of things. 

2.     An inquisitive and spontaneous nature. As kids we would often go out exploring 
with you grandma. I remember you taking us bridge hoping where we would literally go 
back and forth over the Ohio River navigating through neighborhoods to locate the next 
on ramp directing us to the next bridge. Later I thought back how could you get lost so 
often. I didn't realize it at the time, but now I know you were using the city as a 
playground and making an everyday experience into a wonderful and spontaneous 
exploration. Today as an urbanist and landscape architect I often wander around cities 
even today. I cherish the wrong turn or and the long cuts intended as “short cuts”.  

 3.     Assertiveness and pride. You are always willing to stand up for yourself and to be 
yourself.  You navigated the complicated life of being Grandpa’s wife at many events, 
but you were often the life of the party. You would always talk about Selma as someone 
that you admired because she was assertive even at a time when woman struggled even 
more than today. I always remember how proud you were of her. For me, I always 
imagined that you have some of the strengths you saw in Selma inside you.   Also, you 
spoke your mind in many situations even if it contradicted or challenges others.   

I am so proud of you for making it to 100 years. And what a life you have lived! 

Thanks Grandma for everything.  

Love Alex  
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